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Parliamentary Business Resources 

(Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 

I, Mathias Cormann, Minister for Finance, make the following determination. 

Dated 14 December 2017 

Mathias Cormann 

Minister for Finance 

 

 

 

Authorised Version F2017L01691 registered 20/12/2017



 

 

 Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 i 

 

 

Contents 
1  Name ...................................................................................................................................... 1 
2  Commencement ..................................................................................................................... 1 
3  Authority ................................................................................................................................ 1 
4  Interpretation .......................................................................................................................... 1 
5  Parliamentary business of members ....................................................................................... 2 

Schedule 1—Parliamentary duties 3 

Schedule 2—Electorate duties 4 

Schedule 3—Party political duties 4 

Schedule 4—Official duties 5 
 

 

Authorised Version F2017L01691 registered 20/12/2017



 

 

 

 
 

 

 Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 1 

 

 
 

1  Name 

  This instrument is the Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary 

Business) Determination 2017. 

2  Commencement 

  This instrument commences at the same time as the Parliamentary Business 

Resources Act 2017. 

3  Authority 

  This instrument is made under section 6 of the Parliamentary Business 

Resources Act 2017.  

4  Interpretation 

(1) In this instrument: 

Act means the Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017. 

Note: A number of expressions used in this instrument are defined in the definitions 
section of the Act, including the following: 

(a) constituent;  

(b) member;  

(c) office holder, and  

(d) vice regal function. 

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, an activity specified in a Schedule to this 

determination is specified whether it takes place within Australia or overseas.  
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5  Parliamentary business of members 

(1) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(a) of the Act, the parliamentary duties of a

member are the activities specified in Schedule 1 for that member.

(2) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(b) of the Act, the electorate duties of a

member are the activities specified in Schedule 2 for that member.

(3) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(c) of the Act, the party political duties of a

member are the activities specified in Schedule 3 for that member.

(4) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(d) of the Act, the official duties of a member

are the activities specified in Schedule 4 for that member.
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Schedule 1—Parliamentary duties 
(Act s 6(4)(a)) 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class) 

Parliamentary duties 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In the member’s capacity as a member of the Parliament: 

a) Preparing for, participating in and attending to business arising

from proceedings of the Parliament, whether by committee of

the whole or otherwise;

b) Developing, reviewing or amending legislation or proposed

legislation, and activities engaged in for that purpose;

c) Undertaking research, communication (including with

stakeholders) or administration connected with the business of

the Parliament, the member’s policy portfolio, or their role as a

member;

d) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to matters arising

from an official government, parliamentary or vice regal

meeting, event or function;

e) Preparing for, participating in and attending to matters arising

from a meeting (including with stakeholders), event or function

for the purposes of their role as a member, including in relation

to the member’s policy portfolio;

f) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to business arising

from a non-Parliamentary committee, taskforce or other formal

group in which the member participates;

g) Representing the Parliament, in accordance with an approval of

the Parliament or a House of the Parliament, and engaging in

associated activities for that purpose;

h) Representing a Minister or office holder in their official

capacity, at the request of that Minister or office holder, at a

meeting, event or function;

i) Representing the Government or Australia, with the approval of

the Prime Minister.

Note: For Ministers representing the Government or 

Australia in their capacity as a Minister, this would be part of 

the member’s official duties (see Schedule 4).  
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Schedule 2—Electorate duties 
(Act s 6(4)(b)) 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class) 

Electorate duties 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In the member’s capacity as their constituent’s elected representative: 

a) Facilitating and participating in debate, discussion, a meeting,

event or function, or undertaking research or administrative

functions relating to matters of importance or interest to

constituents (including matters that do not relate exclusively to

constituents, such as matters of national importance);

b) Otherwise communicating with constituents;

c) Representing the views and interests of constituents.

Schedule 3—Party political duties 
(Act s 6(4)(c)) 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class) 

Party political duties 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In respect of the political party to which the member belongs, 

participating in any of the following in their capacity as an elected 

Senator or member of the House of Representatives: 

a) a formal meeting of the political party (including a meeting of

the party executive, a committee or a subcommittee);

b) a national, state or territory conference.
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Schedule 4—Official duties 
(Act s 6(4)(d)) 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class) 

Official duties 

All office 

holders and 

Ministers of 

State 

In the member’s official capacity (being their capacity as a Minister or 

office holder, as the case may be):  

a) Exercising the powers or functions, or performing the duties, of the

member’s office, or activities engaged in for the purposes of doing

so;

b) Attending an event to which the member has been invited in their

official capacity;

c) Other activities directly related to, and engaged in for the purposes

of, performing the member’s official role.
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See attachments:

d. Emails regarding the rally.
e. Social media posts regarding the rally and shark nets from Sunday 4 December and

Monday 5 December.
f. Nets Out Now webpage listing the rally.
g. Pittwater Online News article about the rally.
h. Screen shot of Senator Whish-Wilson’s dairy for Saturday 3 December.

3. Please advise whether your family members' travel expenses meet the three-part test in
section 6 of the Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017:

a. You were travelling for the dominant purpose of conducting your parliamentary
business; and

b. Your family members were travelling to accompany or join you; and
c. Your family members' travel was for the dominant purpose of facilitating family

life.

Senator Whish-Wilson’s wife, , flew from Launceston to join him on Friday 2 December
to accompany him to the stakeholder dinner that evening. She attended the Nets Out Now rally
with him on Saturday 3 December. The purpose of her travel was to facilitate family life.

The senator completed two parliamentary sitting weeks on Thursday 1 December and had
spent very little time at home.  the
week the senator and his wife returned home from Brisbane. The senator did not accompany
them. His family time was very limited from mid-November to mid-December 2022.

Brisbane

4. What was the dominant purpose of your travel to Brisbane on 3 December 2022?

Senator Whish-Wilson travelled to Brisbane on Saturday 3 December to attend the Australian
Greens National Conference. He participated in the conference on Saturday 3 and Sunday 4
December. His wife, , accompanied him to the conference.

Senator Whish-Wilson was fulfilling his Party political duties b) a national, state or territory
conference.

5. With reference to the Determination at Attachment A, what was the nature of your
parliamentary business in Brisbane between 3 and 5 December 2022?

Senator Whish-Wilson was fulfilling his Party political duties b) a national, state or territory
conference.

See attachments:

i. Australian Greens National Conference schedule for Saturday 3 and Sunday 4 December
in Brisbane



Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.

j. Senator Whish-Wilson’s conference registration confirmation
k. Email confirming which sessions the senator was scheduled to attend at the conference
l. Screen shot of Senator Whish-Wilson’s diary for Sunday 4 December

m. Screen shot of Senator Whish-Wilson’s diary for Monday 5 December
Please let me know if you require further information.
Kind regards

Chief of Staff
Office of Senator Peter Whish-Wilson | Australian Greens Senator for lutruwita/Tasmania

Website http://peter-whish-wilson.greensmps.org.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/senatorsurfer/
Instagram @senatorsurfer
Mail PO Box 5194, Launceston TAS 7250

I acknowledge the palawa pakana people of lutruwita/Tasmania and all traditional owners and custodians of Country
across Australia. I pay my respects to Indigenous Elders past, present and emerging. Sovereignty has never been ceded. It
always was and always will be, Aboriginal land.

From: Assurance 
Sent: Wednesday, 5 February 2025 4:05 PM
To: Whish-Wilson, Peter (Senator) 
Cc: Assurance 
Subject: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion Travel
[SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Dear Senator Whish-Wilson
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.
Sincerely

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed













Mail PO Box 5194, Launceston TAS 7250
Website https://greens.org.au/tas/person/peter-whish-wilson

  I acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of Country across Australia and pay my
respects to Indigenous Elders past, present and emerging. Sovereignty has never been ceded. It
always was and always will be, Aboriginal land.
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From:
To:
Subject: Fw: 
Date: Friday, 21 February 2025 4:43:49 PM
Attachments: image001.png

From:  (Sen P. Whish-Wilson)
Sent: 30 November 2022 11:37
To: 
Subject: Catch up with Pete

Hi ,

I hope you’re well!

Pete is going to be in Manly on Friday/Sat (he’s attending the anti-shark net rally at Many Beach
on Sat morning), and was wondering if you’re about for a catch up on Friday sometime? He
could meet you in the city in the morning (anytime between 1030-12pm would suit) or over
Manly way in the arvo if that works somehow?

Cheers,

Pronouns: she/her
Office of Senator Peter Whish-Wilson
Australian Greens Senator for lutruwita/Tasmania
Mobile 
Email 
Socials 
Mail PO Box 5194, Launceston TAS 7250
Website https://greens.org.au/tas/person/peter-whish-wilson

  I acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of Country across Australia and pay my
respects to Indigenous Elders past, present and emerging. Sovereignty has never been ceded. It
always was and always will be, Aboriginal land.
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Pittwater Online
News (./)
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(Food.Php) DIY Ideas (Diy-Ideas.Php) Past Features (Past-Features.Php)

December 4 - 10, 2022: Issue 565

Northern Beaches Shark Net
Death Trap Continues:
Community Calls For Shark
Nets Out Now 

Attachment g



Valerie Taylor AM, 88, and Bailey Mason, not yet 20, attended the Shark Nets Out Now protest at
Manly on Saturday December 3rd, 2022

COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES CALL FOR AGRICULTURAL MINISTER DUGALD
SAUNDERS AND ENVIRONMENT MINISTER JAMES GRIFFIN TO URGENTLY PLACE
A BAN ON SHARK NETS AS PART OF THE NETS OUT NOW CAMPAIGN

Concerned locals and representatives from The Animal Justice Party, Animal Liberation, The Greens,
Sea Shepherd Sydney, Action for Dolphins, Ocean Preservation and the Nets Out Now coalition have
been brought together by Envoy: Shark Cull to demand that Nets are taken out of the oceans
following the continuation of the indiscriminate killing of marine life along the Australian coastline. 

'Shark nets do nothing more than to provide a false sense of security for beach users.' the group
states

'It is the Animal Justice Party position that lethal shark nets must be replaced with non-lethal
mitigation methods as a matter of urgency. Over the past decade, whales and dolphins, rays, turtles,
and  threatened or protected species have died in those nets. As a community we have the duty to
protect our oceans not destroy them.'

Animal Justice Party Northern Beaches Member, Rally speaker and Animal Rights Advocate, Bailey
Mason says “that the death toll is horrifying and is calling on the Ministers to instigate a ban on the
killer nets.” The Northern Beaches council and an overwhelming number of locals here on the
Northern Beaches support their removal as shown in 2021 when council voted against the
continuation of the outdated net program. 
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“Shark nets are cruel, indiscriminate and ineffective. They have no place on the beaches here on the
Northern Beaches or anywhere across NSW. Research has demonstrated that shark nets do not
effectively improve human safety in the water, instead they simply kill marine animals while allowing
target species to swim over and around these floating death traps. Over half the animals including
dolphins, whales and turtles unfortunate enough to become entangled in these deadly nets, will suffer
a slow and painful death by drowning,” said Mr Bailey Mason.  

Animals found and released from shark nets are not guaranteed survival either because the stress
and injury of entanglement often leads to their death soon after. 

With drone surveillance, helicopters, artificial kelp forest barriers, clever buoys, shark alert apps and
listening stations, public education, personal deterrents and shark spotter programs, the public can
swim safely without hundreds of animals killed each and every year. 

On Saturday December 3rd residents, Shark Nets Out members and supporters, The Animal Justice
Party, Animal Liberation, The Greens, Sea Shepherd Sydney, Action for Dolphins, Ocean
Preservation and the Nets Out Now coalition gathered on the Manly beachfront to make their case
known.

“Together with the Northern Beaches community, we are calling on the Ministers to scrap their
outdated shark net program and to invest in humane alternatives instead,” said Mr. Mason. 

Valerie May Taylor AM, conservationist, photographer, author and filmmaker, and an inaugural
member of the diving hall-of-fame, attended the rally. With her husband Ron Taylor, she made
documentaries about sharks, and filmed sequences for films including Jaws.
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In May 2021 the Council called on the NSW government to remove shark nets on beaches in the
Northern Beaches Council area and replace them with a combination of modern and effective
alternative shark mitigation strategies that maintain or improve swimmer safety and reduce unwanted
by-catch of non-target species. 

Council made the call in response to Department of Primary Industries – Fisheries (DPI Fisheries)
request for input from stakeholders on their preferred shark mitigation measures, following a five-year
project considering the benefits and impacts of a range of mitigation measures.  

A number of residents addressed Council’s May meeting in support of shark net removal, including
surfing champion Layne Beachley. 

A/Mayor Candy Bingham said Council considered both the need to maintain or improve swimmer
safety as well as the negative impacts on non-target marine species in reaching their decision.

“The effectiveness of shark nets has been questioned by many, yet their impact on other marine
species is devastating,” Cr Bingham said. 

“We have an aquatic reserve in Manly where turtles and rays are regularly seen by snorkelers, and
up and down the beaches dolphins surf the waves alongside local board riders. 

“The research conducted by DPI Fisheries found that 90% of marine species caught in nets were
non-target species and that sharks can in fact swim over, under and around the nets anyhow. 

“If the evidence is that there are other just as, or more, effective ways to mitigate shark risk, such as
drone and helicopter surveillance, listening stations and deterrent devices, then we owe it to those
non-target species to remove the nets. 

‘We will be providing that feedback through this consultation process and look forward to the
government implementing effective shark mitigation measures while protecting other important
marine species.

Data released by the NSW Department of Primary Industries (‘DPI’) in the Shark Meshing (Bather
Protection) Program 2021/22 Annual Performance Report
(https://www.sharksmart.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1417139/Shark-Meshing-Bather-
Protection-Program-2021-22-Annual-Performance-Report.pdf) shows that 21 threatened marine
turtles were killed in the last shark net season off our beaches —a rate of one turtle every 12 days.
Additionally, 14 Critically Endangered grey nurse sharks were caught, with five found dead and nine
released. The death of just one grey nurse is a serious blow to the population.

All up 86% of marine animals caught in NSW shark nets during the 2021-2022 season were
non-target species such as turtles, rays and smaller sharks. 
The Shark Meshing (Bather Protection) Program 2021/22 Annual Performance Report,
released by NSW DPI, shows that of 376 animals caught, only 13.5% (51) were target species.
Of the 376 animals caught in the nets, 62% (234) were killed. 
A total 203 (54%) of the animals caught during 2021-2022 were threatened or protected
species, and 77% (156) of these animals died as a result of being caught in the nets.

The trigger point for the objective of ‘minimising the impact on non-target species and
threatened species’ was tripped in 2021/22 for Green Turtles and Leatherback Turtles.

Other species of turtles have also been found deceased during the 2021/22 SMP, prompting some to
state these are a result of nets being put into waters around storm events as the incidents of deaths
rise shortly thereafter. 

In October 2021 a juvenile humpback whale was caught in a shark net at Whale Beach
(https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Whale-Entanglement-Young-Whale-At-Whale-Beach.php) and
was spotted around 2.30 in the afternoon, struggling.
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The entanglement came only hours after a pregnant bronze whaler shark was freed off Mona Vale
beach.

Marine Rescue Broken Bay was tasked with responding and ferried a member of the NSW National
Parks and Wildlife to meet other members of a NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS)
specialist whale disentanglement team off the beach. ORRCA provided assistance.

Fortunately, at 7.10 pm, in fading light and strong winds, the NPWS Team were able to disentangle
this juvenile humpback whale. However, the incidences of whales getting caught in shark nets and
fishing nets has increased in recent years with the rise in population of these migrating mammals.
ORCCA members work from before the actual whale migration season commences and throughout
the journey north and then south again to disentangle the mammals from these potentially lethal
ocean hazards. 
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Further:
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Conference Venue Information = AG National Conference Brisbane 2022 venue information - Google Docs 

COVID Safety Information = AG National Conference Brisbane 2022 COVID Safety information - Google Docs
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Subject: Greens National Conference dates and ideas for workshops

Hi all,

You might be aware that the Greens National Conference will be held on the weekend of 3
and 4 December in Brisbane.  Not long after the election a brief went to Party Room setting
out the dates and an agreement that MPs would attend, but that may have passed diary
managers by given the busy period.  Can you make sure that it is in your boss’ diary and I will
forward more details on about conference as I receive it.

Please also let me know by Friday 23 September if your MP has any ideas for workshops at
Conference because the AG Office Bearers are pulling together a list of possible sessions.

Cheers,

Adam Bandt MP
Leader of the Australian Greens
Federal Member for Melbourne

Pronouns: she/her

142 Johnston Street, Fitzroy VIC 3065
EO P: 03 9417 0772 | APH P: 02 6277 4914

I respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the country on which I work, the
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation.  I recognise that sovereignty was never ceded and pay
my respects to Elders past, present and emerging.
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