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OFFICIAL

Senator Malcolm Roberts
Senator for Queensland

Dear Senator Roberts

Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.

Sincerely

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
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Parliamentary Business Resources 

(Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 

I, Mathias Cormann, Minister for Finance, make the following determination. 

Dated 14 December 2017 

Mathias Cormann 

Minister for Finance 
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1  Name 

  This instrument is the Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary 

Business) Determination 2017. 

2  Commencement 

  This instrument commences at the same time as the Parliamentary Business 

Resources Act 2017. 

3  Authority 

  This instrument is made under section 6 of the Parliamentary Business 

Resources Act 2017.  

4  Interpretation 

(1) In this instrument: 

Act means the Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017. 

Note: A number of expressions used in this instrument are defined in the definitions 
section of the Act, including the following: 

(a) constituent;  

(b) member;  

(c) office holder, and  

(d) vice regal function. 

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, an activity specified in a Schedule to this 

determination is specified whether it takes place within Australia or overseas.  
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5  Parliamentary business of members  

(1) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(a) of the Act, the parliamentary duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 1 for that member. 

(2) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(b) of the Act, the electorate duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 2 for that member.  

(3) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(c) of the Act, the party political duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 3 for that member.  

(4) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(d) of the Act, the official duties of a member 

are the activities specified in Schedule 4 for that member.   
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Schedule 1—Parliamentary duties  
(Act s 6(4)(a)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Parliamentary duties  

 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In the member’s capacity as a member of the Parliament: 

a) Preparing for, participating in and attending to business arising 

from proceedings of the Parliament, whether by committee of 

the whole or otherwise; 

b) Developing, reviewing or amending legislation or proposed 

legislation, and activities engaged in for that purpose; 

c) Undertaking research, communication (including with 

stakeholders) or administration connected with the business of 

the Parliament, the member’s policy portfolio, or their role as a 

member; 

d) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to matters arising 

from an official government, parliamentary or vice regal 

meeting, event or function; 

e) Preparing for, participating in and attending to matters arising 

from a meeting (including with stakeholders), event or function 

for the purposes of their role as a member, including in relation 

to the member’s policy portfolio; 

f) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to business arising 

from a non-Parliamentary committee, taskforce or other formal 

group in which the member participates; 

g) Representing the Parliament, in accordance with an approval of 

the Parliament or a House of the Parliament, and engaging in 

associated activities for that purpose;  

h) Representing a Minister or office holder in their official 

capacity, at the request of that Minister or office holder, at a 

meeting, event or function;  

i) Representing the Government or Australia, with the approval of 

the Prime Minister.  

Note: For Ministers representing the Government or 

Australia in their capacity as a Minister, this would be part of 

the member’s official duties (see Schedule 4).  
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Schedule 2—Electorate duties  
(Act s 6(4)(b)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Electorate duties 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives  

In the member’s capacity as their constituent’s elected representative: 

a) Facilitating and participating in debate, discussion, a meeting, 

event or function, or undertaking research or administrative 

functions relating to matters of importance or interest to 

constituents (including matters that do not relate exclusively to 

constituents, such as matters of national importance);  

b) Otherwise communicating with constituents;  

c) Representing the views and interests of constituents. 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 3—Party political duties  
(Act s 6(4)(c)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Party political duties  

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In respect of the political party to which the member belongs, 

participating in any of the following in their capacity as an elected 

Senator or member of the House of Representatives: 

a) a formal meeting of the political party (including a meeting of 

the party executive, a committee or a subcommittee);  

b) a national, state or territory conference.  
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Schedule 4—Official duties  
(Act s 6(4)(d)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Official duties  

All office 

holders and 

Ministers of 

State 

In the member’s official capacity (being their capacity as a Minister or 

office holder, as the case may be):  

a) Exercising the powers or functions, or performing the duties, of the 

member’s office, or activities engaged in for the purposes of doing 

so;  

b) Attending an event to which the member has been invited in their 

official capacity;  

c) Other activities directly related to, and engaged in for the purposes 

of, performing the member’s official role. 
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To: Assurance
Cc: Roberts, Malcolm (Private)
Subject: HPE CM: FW: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources - Family Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]
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Hi 

Regarding your request from 6 February 2025, here is the requested information:

13 to 14 July 2022
Senator Roberts and his wife, , travelled to Melbourne to participate in the
Freedom Summit Conference, where Senator Roberts was a speaker. Please see the attached
flyer for this event.
Note: Although this event took place outside Queensland, it was highly relevant to many of the
Queensland constituents he represents and with parliamentary business.

15 to 17 July 2022
Senator Roberts and his wife, , travelled to Sydney to participate in the Friedman
Conference. Please see the attached program for this event.
Note: Although this event took place outside Queensland, it was highly relevant to many of the
Queensland constituents he represents and with parliamentary business.

Senator Roberts is confident that both events meet the three-part test outlined in Section 6 of
the Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017.

Office Manager for Senator Malcolm Roberts
Tel: 07 3221 9099 
One Eagle - Waterfront Brisbane, 1 Eagle Street, Brisbane QLD 4000
GPO Box 228, Brisbane QLD 4300
Suite S1.30, Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 | Tel: 02 6277 3694

Are you wondering if Senator Roberts has said something on a particular subject? Try using the search on his website to check
every speech and interview he’s done: https://senroberts.com/searchwhatIsaid
By emailing Senator Roberts’ office you have automatically been added to our mailing list to receive newsletters and updates. 
Simply unsubscribe if you do not wish to receive them in the future.
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Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender
and know the content is safe.

 
 
From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 6 February 2025 7:28 AM
To: Roberts, Malcolm (Senator) 
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources - Family Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]

 
OFFICIAL

 
Senator Malcolm Roberts
Senator for Queensland
 
Dear Senator Roberts
 
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.
 
Sincerely
 

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
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Senator Malcolm Roberts
Senator for Queensland

Good afternoon Senator

Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.

Sincerely

A/g Chief, Transparency, Integrity and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: +61 2 6215 3000
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au
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Hi ,
 
Regarding your request from 6 February 2025, here is the requested information:
 
13 to 14 July 2022
Senator Roberts and his wife, , travelled to Melbourne to participate in the
Freedom Summit Conference, where Senator Roberts was a speaker. Please see the attached
flyer for this event.
Note: Although this event took place outside Queensland, it was highly relevant to many of the
Queensland constituents he represents and with parliamentary business.
 
 
15 to 17 July 2022
Senator Roberts and his wife, , travelled to Sydney to participate in the Friedman
Conference. Please see the attached program for this event.
Note: Although this event took place outside Queensland, it was highly relevant to many of the
Queensland constituents he represents and with parliamentary business.
 
Senator Roberts is confident that both events meet the three-part test outlined in Section 6 of
the Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017.
 
 

 

Office Manager for Senator Malcolm Roberts
Tel: 07 3221 9099 
One Eagle - Waterfront Brisbane, 1 Eagle Street, Brisbane QLD 4000
GPO Box 228, Brisbane QLD 4300
Suite S1.30, Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 | Tel: 02 6277 3694
 

 
 

Are you wondering if Senator Roberts has said something on a particular subject? Try using the search on his website to check
every speech and interview he’s done: https://senroberts.com/searchwhatIsaid
By emailing Senator Roberts’ office you have automatically been added to our mailing list to receive newsletters and updates. 
Simply unsubscribe if you do not wish to receive them in the future.
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and know the content is safe.

 
 
From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 6 February 2025 7:28 AM
To: Roberts, Malcolm (Senator) < >
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources - Family Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]

 
OFFICIAL

 
Senator Malcolm Roberts
Senator for Queensland
 
Dear Senator Roberts
 
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.
 
Sincerely
 

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
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Parliamentary Business Resources 

(Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 

I, Mathias Cormann, Minister for Finance, make the following determination. 

Dated 14 December 2017 

Mathias Cormann 

Minister for Finance 
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1  Name 

  This instrument is the Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary 

Business) Determination 2017. 

2  Commencement 

  This instrument commences at the same time as the Parliamentary Business 

Resources Act 2017. 

3  Authority 

  This instrument is made under section 6 of the Parliamentary Business 

Resources Act 2017.  

4  Interpretation 

(1) In this instrument: 

Act means the Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017. 

Note: A number of expressions used in this instrument are defined in the definitions 
section of the Act, including the following: 

(a) constituent;  

(b) member;  

(c) office holder, and  

(d) vice regal function. 

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, an activity specified in a Schedule to this 

determination is specified whether it takes place within Australia or overseas.  
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5  Parliamentary business of members  

(1) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(a) of the Act, the parliamentary duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 1 for that member. 

(2) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(b) of the Act, the electorate duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 2 for that member.  

(3) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(c) of the Act, the party political duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 3 for that member.  

(4) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(d) of the Act, the official duties of a member 

are the activities specified in Schedule 4 for that member.   
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Schedule 1—Parliamentary duties  
(Act s 6(4)(a)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Parliamentary duties  

 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In the member’s capacity as a member of the Parliament: 

a) Preparing for, participating in and attending to business arising 

from proceedings of the Parliament, whether by committee of 

the whole or otherwise; 

b) Developing, reviewing or amending legislation or proposed 

legislation, and activities engaged in for that purpose; 

c) Undertaking research, communication (including with 

stakeholders) or administration connected with the business of 

the Parliament, the member’s policy portfolio, or their role as a 

member; 

d) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to matters arising 

from an official government, parliamentary or vice regal 

meeting, event or function; 

e) Preparing for, participating in and attending to matters arising 

from a meeting (including with stakeholders), event or function 

for the purposes of their role as a member, including in relation 

to the member’s policy portfolio; 

f) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to business arising 

from a non-Parliamentary committee, taskforce or other formal 

group in which the member participates; 

g) Representing the Parliament, in accordance with an approval of 

the Parliament or a House of the Parliament, and engaging in 

associated activities for that purpose;  

h) Representing a Minister or office holder in their official 

capacity, at the request of that Minister or office holder, at a 

meeting, event or function;  

i) Representing the Government or Australia, with the approval of 

the Prime Minister.  

Note: For Ministers representing the Government or 

Australia in their capacity as a Minister, this would be part of 

the member’s official duties (see Schedule 4).  
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Schedule 2—Electorate duties  
(Act s 6(4)(b)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Electorate duties 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives  

In the member’s capacity as their constituent’s elected representative: 

a) Facilitating and participating in debate, discussion, a meeting, 

event or function, or undertaking research or administrative 

functions relating to matters of importance or interest to 

constituents (including matters that do not relate exclusively to 

constituents, such as matters of national importance);  

b) Otherwise communicating with constituents;  

c) Representing the views and interests of constituents. 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 3—Party political duties  
(Act s 6(4)(c)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Party political duties  

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In respect of the political party to which the member belongs, 

participating in any of the following in their capacity as an elected 

Senator or member of the House of Representatives: 

a) a formal meeting of the political party (including a meeting of 

the party executive, a committee or a subcommittee);  

b) a national, state or territory conference.  
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Schedule 4—Official duties  
(Act s 6(4)(d)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Official duties  

All office 

holders and 

Ministers of 

State 

In the member’s official capacity (being their capacity as a Minister or 

office holder, as the case may be):  

a) Exercising the powers or functions, or performing the duties, of the 

member’s office, or activities engaged in for the purposes of doing 

so;  

b) Attending an event to which the member has been invited in their 

official capacity;  

c) Other activities directly related to, and engaged in for the purposes 

of, performing the member’s official role. 
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OFFICIAL
Good afternoon Senator Roberts
I am writing in relation to IPEA’s correspondence of 14 November 2025 (attached for
your reference) regarding an Assurance Review of your use of parliamentary work
resources for family reunion purposes. A response was requested by close of
business 3 December 2025.
Our records show that IPEA has not received a response from you.
It would be appreciated if you could reply by 28 January 2026 or indicate if you require
more time to respond.
Sincerely

Director, Assurance and Audit
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: +61 2 6215 3000
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au
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[SEC=OFFICIAL]
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OFFICIAL
Senator Malcolm Roberts
Senator for Queensland
Dear Senator
I refer to IPEA’s email of 7 January 2026 (below) and our letter of 14 November 2025
(attached) regard an Assurance Review of your use of family reunion travel
resources. Our most recent correspondence requested a response by 28 January
2026.
IPEA does not appear to have received a reply to our correspondence, nor has an
extension been requested.
Please respond to this request by 20 February 2026 to assurance@ipea.gov.au
Thank you in advance for your prompt response.
Sincerely

Director, Assurance and Audit
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: +61 2 6215 3000
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au

From: Assurance 
Sent: Wednesday, 7 January 2026 3:11 PM
To:  Roberts, Malcolm (Private) 
Cc: Assurance 
Subject: Reminder - Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Good afternoon Senator Roberts
I am writing in relation to IPEA’s correspondence of 14 November 2025 (attached for
your reference) regarding an Assurance Review of your use of parliamentary work
resources for family reunion purposes. A response was requested by close of
business 3 December 2025.

Attachment 5



Our records show that IPEA has not received a response from you.
It would be appreciated if you could reply by 28 January 2026 or indicate if you require
more time to respond.
Sincerely

Director, Assurance and Audit
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: +61 2 6215 3000
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au
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G’day 

My apologies for the delay in responding.  It has been exceptionally busy and your request
for further information slipped through the cracks.

In relation to your email of 14 November, please find the information below:

Personal confirmation of information previously provided by your office:
The details that  (Office Manager) supplied earlier are correct.

Nature of my parliamentary business and use of family reunion travel:
I attended all days of the conferences — the second conference ran for two days.

These events were particularly relevant to many of my Queensland constituents, and
attending allowed me to speak on issues of importance at the time. Listening to attendees
and other speakers also informed and strengthened my representation in the Senate.

As an active member of parliament in a party with only two senators during this period, I
was frequently invited to speak at conferences both in Queensland and interstate.
Spending so much time away from home put pressure on my family life, and travelling with

 helped alleviate this. I also had no staff travelling with me on these trips.

In these circumstances, my occasional travel with my wife was reasonable and meets the
three-part test outlined in section 6 of the Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations
2017.

I’ve attached diary notes for the travel dates relating to the Freedom Summit in Belmore,
Sydney, where  accompanied me for the reasons mentioned in section 2(b). I was
once again a keynote speaker at this event.

Please let me know if this information is sufficient or if you need anything further.

Thank you.

Senator Malcolm Roberts
Senator for Queensland
This email address and mobile number are private

Level 36, Waterfront Place
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1 Eagle Street, Brisbane QLD 4000
T: 07 3221 9099
M: 
Canberra Office
T: 02 6277 3694

 
From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Friday, 6 February 2026 4:27 PM
To: Roberts, Malcolm (Senator) < >; Roberts, Malcolm (Private)

Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: Second Reminder - IPEA Correspondence regarding an Assurance Review of Family
Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]

 
OFFICIAL

 
Senator Malcolm Roberts
Senator for Queensland
 
Dear Senator
 
I refer to IPEA’s email of 7 January 2026 (below) and our letter of 14 November 2025
(attached) regard an Assurance Review of your use of family reunion travel
resources. Our most recent correspondence requested a response by 28 January
2026.
 
IPEA does not appear to have received a reply to our correspondence, nor has an
extension been requested.
 
Please respond to this request by 20 February 2026 to assurance@ipea.gov.au
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt response.
 
Sincerely
 

Director, Assurance and Audit
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: +61 2 6215 3000
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au



W: www.ipea.gov.au
 

 
From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 7 January 2026 3:11 PM
To:  Roberts, Malcolm (Private) < >
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: Reminder - Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]

 
OFFICIAL

 
Good afternoon Senator Roberts
 
I am writing in relation to IPEA’s correspondence of 14 November 2025 (attached for
your reference) regarding an Assurance Review of your use of parliamentary work
resources for family reunion purposes. A response was requested by close of
business 3 December 2025.
 
Our records show that IPEA has not received a response from you.
 
It would be appreciated if you could reply by 28 January 2026 or indicate if you require
more time to respond.
 
Sincerely
 

Director, Assurance and Audit
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: +61 2 6215 3000
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au
 

 
 



Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.
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