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Parliamentary Business Resources 

(Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 

I, Mathias Cormann, Minister for Finance, make the following determination. 

Dated 14 December 2017 

Mathias Cormann 

Minister for Finance 
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1  Name 

  This instrument is the Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary 

Business) Determination 2017. 

2  Commencement 

  This instrument commences at the same time as the Parliamentary Business 

Resources Act 2017. 

3  Authority 

  This instrument is made under section 6 of the Parliamentary Business 

Resources Act 2017.  

4  Interpretation 

(1) In this instrument: 

Act means the Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017. 

Note: A number of expressions used in this instrument are defined in the definitions 
section of the Act, including the following: 

(a) constituent;  

(b) member;  

(c) office holder, and  

(d) vice regal function. 

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, an activity specified in a Schedule to this 

determination is specified whether it takes place within Australia or overseas.  
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5  Parliamentary business of members  

(1) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(a) of the Act, the parliamentary duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 1 for that member. 

(2) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(b) of the Act, the electorate duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 2 for that member.  

(3) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(c) of the Act, the party political duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 3 for that member.  

(4) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(d) of the Act, the official duties of a member 

are the activities specified in Schedule 4 for that member.   
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Schedule 1—Parliamentary duties  
(Act s 6(4)(a)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Parliamentary duties  

 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In the member’s capacity as a member of the Parliament: 

a) Preparing for, participating in and attending to business arising 

from proceedings of the Parliament, whether by committee of 

the whole or otherwise; 

b) Developing, reviewing or amending legislation or proposed 

legislation, and activities engaged in for that purpose; 

c) Undertaking research, communication (including with 

stakeholders) or administration connected with the business of 

the Parliament, the member’s policy portfolio, or their role as a 

member; 

d) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to matters arising 

from an official government, parliamentary or vice regal 

meeting, event or function; 

e) Preparing for, participating in and attending to matters arising 

from a meeting (including with stakeholders), event or function 

for the purposes of their role as a member, including in relation 

to the member’s policy portfolio; 

f) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to business arising 

from a non-Parliamentary committee, taskforce or other formal 

group in which the member participates; 

g) Representing the Parliament, in accordance with an approval of 

the Parliament or a House of the Parliament, and engaging in 

associated activities for that purpose;  

h) Representing a Minister or office holder in their official 

capacity, at the request of that Minister or office holder, at a 

meeting, event or function;  

i) Representing the Government or Australia, with the approval of 

the Prime Minister.  

Note: For Ministers representing the Government or 

Australia in their capacity as a Minister, this would be part of 

the member’s official duties (see Schedule 4).  
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Schedule 2—Electorate duties  
(Act s 6(4)(b)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Electorate duties 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives  

In the member’s capacity as their constituent’s elected representative: 

a) Facilitating and participating in debate, discussion, a meeting, 

event or function, or undertaking research or administrative 

functions relating to matters of importance or interest to 

constituents (including matters that do not relate exclusively to 

constituents, such as matters of national importance);  

b) Otherwise communicating with constituents;  

c) Representing the views and interests of constituents. 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 3—Party political duties  
(Act s 6(4)(c)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Party political duties  

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In respect of the political party to which the member belongs, 

participating in any of the following in their capacity as an elected 

Senator or member of the House of Representatives: 

a) a formal meeting of the political party (including a meeting of 

the party executive, a committee or a subcommittee);  

b) a national, state or territory conference.  
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Schedule 4—Official duties  
(Act s 6(4)(d)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Official duties  

All office 

holders and 

Ministers of 

State 

In the member’s official capacity (being their capacity as a Minister or 

office holder, as the case may be):  

a) Exercising the powers or functions, or performing the duties, of the 

member’s office, or activities engaged in for the purposes of doing 

so;  

b) Attending an event to which the member has been invited in their 

official capacity;  

c) Other activities directly related to, and engaged in for the purposes 

of, performing the member’s official role. 
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Subject: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Wednesday, 16 April 2025 1:57:38 PM
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OFFICIAL
Senator Deborah O'Neill
Senator for NSW
Dear Senator O’Neill
Please find attached further correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary
Expenses Authority.
Sincerely

Nicole Pearson
Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed

From: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator) 
Sent: Thursday, 6 February 2025 12:09 PM
To: Assurance 
Subject: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion
Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Good afternoon,
Hope you’re well and enjoying your day so far.
Q1/ The dominant purpose of travel to the Gold Coast on 4 November 2020 to attend the
International Education Summit.
Q2/ The nature of the business is Parliamentary duties
Q3/ Yes

Office of Senator Deborah O’Neill
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
___

From: Assurance 
Sent: Wednesday, 5 February 2025 4:15 PM
To: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator) 
Cc: Assurance 

Attachment 3



Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the
sender and know the content is safe.

Subject: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion
Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Dear Senator O’Neill
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.
Sincerely

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed





Attachment 4



Chief of Staff
Attachments

A. Invitation to Senator O’Neill to attend conference
2022-02-16 An Invitation to International Education Summit in November

2022.pdf
B. Acceptance by Senator O’Neill to attend conference, subject to election outcome

2022-03-17 Acceptance - invitation to international education summit.pdf
C. Conference Program for 5 November showing Senator O’Neill as keynote speaker

2022-11-05 Conference Program.pdf
D. Archive image of Senator’s diary for relevant period

2022-11-06 Senators Diary Archive.pdf
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Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]
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Dear Senator O’Neill
Please find attached further correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary
Expenses Authority.
Sincerely

Nicole Pearson
Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed

From: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator) 
Sent: Thursday, 6 February 2025 12:09 PM
To: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion
Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Good afternoon,
Hope you’re well and enjoying your day so far.
Q1/ The dominant purpose of travel to the Gold Coast on 4 November 2020 to attend the
International Education Summit.
Q2/ The nature of the business is Parliamentary duties
Q3/ Yes
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From:
Sent: Wednesday, 16 February 2022 12:57 AM
To: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator)
Subject: An Invitation to International Education Summit in November 2022
Attachments: Information about the International Education Summit (2022).docx

Australian Academy for Human Excellence 

Attention: 
Senator Deborah O’Neill 

Dear Senator O’Neill, 

 has suggested that we reach out to you as someone who is highly regarded 
in the field of Values-based Education. As you will see in the more formal writing below, we are hoping 
that you could join with  and also  (and hopefully, 

 from UK) in speaking at an international education Summit on VbE to be held in Gold Coast in 
November of this year. So, here is the more formal part of our invitation. 

The Australian Academy for Human Excellence will be holding an International Summit on Values-based 
Education on the 5th and 6th November 2022 in Gold Coast Convention Centre, Queensland, Australia for 
teachers, education reformers and mental health professionals. 

The Academy is an arm of the registered charity, Heart of Love Foundation (Australia), and the Summit 
will be not-for-profit. 

The theme of the Summit will be Embracing Education with the Heart, presented in two main
streams: 

1. Nurturing the Heart and Practising the Art of Teaching.
This will be presented by speakers from different countries based on their experience with Values-
based Education.

2. Awakening the Innate Capacity to Care in Education.
This will be presented by different speakers based on their experience with Values-based Education as
it affects students’ and teachers’ wellbeing.

Please find attached some Information about the Summit. 

We are inviting you to consider being a speaker addressing the first stream. 

You would be sharing your thoughts and experiences for about 30 to 40 mins. on the first day and also be 
part of a panel discussion.  and  will be two 
of the main speakers. The audience will be mostly teachers, researchers in the field, guidance officers and 
some mental health professionals.  



Office of Senator Deborah O'Neill

2

Because of the high-quality of the speakers, there will be an opportunity for a publication sometime after 
the Summit.  

If you accept our invitation your economy air travel and hotel accommodation costs will be covered by us. 

So that we can prepare our advertising and the rest, would it be possible to let us know soon whether you 
would be able to join us in this grand initiative ? 

We are looking forward to hearing from you. 

Kindest regards, 

Directors, Australian Academy for Human Excellence 
Directors, Toogoolawa Schools Limited 
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From:  (Sen D. O'Neill)
Sent: Thursday, 17 March 2022 10:38 AM
To:
Subject: RSVP ACCEPTANCE: Senator Deborah O'Neill: An Invitation to International 

Education Summit in November 2022

Good morning Suwanti 

On behalf of Senator Deborah O’Neill, thank you for the invitation to speak at the International Education Summit to 
be held in Gold Coast in November, on the topic Nurturing the Heart and Practising the Art of Teaching. 

Senator O’Neill is delighted to accept, contingent at this time on parliamentary business. She will be better placed to 
give a final answer after the federal election. 

In the meantime, I have saved the dates in the Senator’s diary and she very much looks forward to participating in 
the event. 

Would you kindly copy myself ( ) into your further emails to the Senator, to be sure they are 
seen and actioned promptly. 

We’ll wait to hear further from you closer to the date. 

Thank you and kind regards 

Executive Assistant and Diary Manager 
Office of Senator Deborah O’Neill 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box 3627 | Fountain Plaza NSW 2250 | Australia | P (02) 4367 4565 | E 

I respectfully acknowledge the traditional owners of this land both past and present. 

All electoral communications authorised by Senator Deborah O’Neill 

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 16 February 2022 12:57 AM 
To: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator) < > 
Subject: An Invitation to International Education Summit in November 2022 

Australian Academy for Human Excellence 

Attention: 
Senator Deborah O’Neill 

Dear Senator O’Neill, 
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 has suggested that we reach out to you as someone who is highly regarded 
in the field of Values-based Education. As you will see in the more formal writing below, we are hoping 
that you could join with  and also  (and hopefully, 

 from UK) in speaking at an international education Summit on VbE to be held in Gold Coast in 
November of this year. So, here is the more formal part of our invitation. 

The Australian Academy for Human Excellence will be holding an International Summit on Values-based 
Education on the 5th and 6th November 2022 in Gold Coast Convention Centre, Queensland, Australia for 
teachers, education reformers and mental health professionals. 

The Academy is an arm of the registered charity, Heart of Love Foundation (Australia), and the Summit 
will be not-for-profit. 

The theme of the Summit will be Embracing Education with the Heart, presented in two main
streams: 

1. Nurturing the Heart and Practising the Art of Teaching.
This will be presented by speakers from different countries based on their experience with Values-
based Education.

2. Awakening the Innate Capacity to Care in Education.
This will be presented by different speakers based on their experience with Values-based Education as
it affects students’ and teachers’ wellbeing.

Please find attached some Information about the Summit. 

We are inviting you to consider being a speaker addressing the first stream. 

You would be sharing your thoughts and experiences for about 30 to 40 mins. on the first day and also be 
part of a panel discussion.  and  will be two 
of the main speakers. The audience will be mostly teachers, researchers in the field, guidance officers and 
some mental health professionals.  
Because of the high-quality of the speakers, there will be an opportunity for a publication sometime after 
the Summit.  

If you accept our invitation your economy air travel and hotel accommodation costs will be covered by us. 

So that we can prepare our advertising and the rest, would it be possible to let us know soon whether you 
would be able to join us in this grand initiative ? 

We are looking forward to hearing from you. 

Kindest regards, 

Directors, Australian Academy for Human Excellence 
Directors, Toogoolawa Schools Limited 
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here.
3. Please advise whether your family members’ travel expenses meet the three-

part test in section 6 of the Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations
2017:

a. You were travelling for the dominant purpose of conducting your
parliamentary business; and

b. Your family members were travelling to accompany or join you; and
c. Your family members’ travel was for the dominant purpose of facilitating

family life.
The Senator believes her family member’s travel expenses meet the three-part test in
the relevant section of the PBR Regulations 2017, in that:

- She was travelling for the dominant purpose of conducting parliamentary
business; and

- Her husband travelled to accompany her and travelled on the same itinerary as
her; and

- Her husband’s travel was for the dominant purpose of facilitating family life.
Please let me know if you require any further information to conclude the review.
With best regards

Chief of Staff
Attachments

A. Invitation to Senator O’Neill to attend conference
2022-02-16 An Invitation to International Education Summit in November

2022.pdf
B. Acceptance by Senator O’Neill to attend conference, subject to election outcome

2022-03-17 Acceptance - invitation to international education summit.pdf
C. Conference Program for 5 November showing Senator O’Neill as keynote speaker

2022-11-05 Conference Program.pdf
D. Archive image of Senator’s diary for relevant period

2022-11-06 Senators Diary Archive.pdf

From: Assurance 
Sent: Wednesday, 16 April 2025 1:57 PM
To: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator) 
Cc: Assurance 
Subject: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family
Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Senator Deborah O'Neill
Senator for NSW
Dear Senator O’Neill
Please find attached further correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary
Expenses Authority.
Sincerely





Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the
sender and know the content is safe.

W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed







Chief of Staff
Attachments

A. Invitation to Senator O’Neill to attend conference
2022-02-16 An Invitation to International Education Summit in November

2022.pdf
B. Acceptance by Senator O’Neill to attend conference, subject to election outcome

2022-03-17 Acceptance - invitation to international education summit.pdf
C. Conference Program for 5 November showing Senator O’Neill as keynote speaker

2022-11-05 Conference Program.pdf
D. Archive image of Senator’s diary for relevant period

2022-11-06 Senators Diary Archive.pdf

From: Assurance 
Sent: Wednesday, 16 April 2025 1:57 PM
To: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator) 
Cc: Assurance 
Subject: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion
Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Senator Deborah O'Neill
Senator for NSW
Dear Senator O’Neill
Please find attached further correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary
Expenses Authority.
Sincerely

Nicole Pearson
Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed

From: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator) 
Sent: Thursday, 6 February 2025 12:09 PM
To: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion
Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Good afternoon,
Hope you’re well and enjoying your day so far.
Q1/ The dominant purpose of travel to the Gold Coast on 4 November 2020 to attend the
International Education Summit.
Q2/ The nature of the business is Parliamentary duties
Q3/ Yes



Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the
sender and know the content is safe.

Office and Program Manager

Office of Senator Deborah O’Neill
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
___

From: Assurance 
Sent: Wednesday, 5 February 2025 4:15 PM
To: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator) 
Cc: Assurance 
Subject: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion
Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Dear Senator O’Neill
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.
Sincerely

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
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From:
Sent: Wednesday, 16 February 2022 12:57 AM
To: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator)
Subject: An Invitation to International Education Summit in November 2022
Attachments: Information about the International Education Summit (2022).docx

Australian Academy for Human Excellence 

Attention: 
Senator Deborah O’Neill 

Dear Senator O’Neill, 

 has suggested that we reach out to you as someone who is highly regarded 
in the field of Values-based Education. As you will see in the more formal writing below, we are hoping 
that you could join with  and also  (and hopefully, 

 from UK) in speaking at an international education Summit on VbE to be held in Gold Coast in 
November of this year. So, here is the more formal part of our invitation. 

The Australian Academy for Human Excellence will be holding an International Summit on Values-based 
Education on the 5th and 6th November 2022 in Gold Coast Convention Centre, Queensland, Australia for 
teachers, education reformers and mental health professionals. 

The Academy is an arm of the registered charity, Heart of Love Foundation (Australia), and the Summit 
will be not-for-profit. 

The theme of the Summit will be Embracing Education with the Heart, presented in two main
streams: 

1. Nurturing the Heart and Practising the Art of Teaching.
This will be presented by speakers from different countries based on their experience with Values-
based Education.

2. Awakening the Innate Capacity to Care in Education.
This will be presented by different speakers based on their experience with Values-based Education as
it affects students’ and teachers’ wellbeing.

Please find attached some Information about the Summit. 

We are inviting you to consider being a speaker addressing the first stream. 

You would be sharing your thoughts and experiences for about 30 to 40 mins. on the first day and also be 
part of a panel discussion.  and  will be two 
of the main speakers. The audience will be mostly teachers, researchers in the field, guidance officers and 
some mental health professionals.  
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Because of the high-quality of the speakers, there will be an opportunity for a publication sometime after 
the Summit.  

If you accept our invitation your economy air travel and hotel accommodation costs will be covered by us. 

So that we can prepare our advertising and the rest, would it be possible to let us know soon whether you 
would be able to join us in this grand initiative ? 

We are looking forward to hearing from you. 

Kindest regards, 

Directors, Australian Academy for Human Excellence 
Directors, Toogoolawa Schools Limited 
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From:  (Sen D. O'Neill)
Sent: Thursday, 17 March 2022 10:38 AM
To:
Subject: RSVP ACCEPTANCE: Senator Deborah O'Neill: An Invitation to International 

Education Summit in November 2022

Good morning Suwanti 

On behalf of Senator Deborah O’Neill, thank you for the invitation to speak at the International Education Summit to 
be held in Gold Coast in November, on the topic Nurturing the Heart and Practising the Art of Teaching. 

Senator O’Neill is delighted to accept, contingent at this time on parliamentary business. She will be better placed to 
give a final answer after the federal election. 

In the meantime, I have saved the dates in the Senator’s diary and she very much looks forward to participating in 
the event. 

Would you kindly copy myself (  into your further emails to the Senator, to be sure they are 
seen and actioned promptly. 

We’ll wait to hear further from you closer to the date. 

Thank you and kind regards 

Executive Assistant and Diary Manager 
Office of Senator Deborah O’Neill 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box 3627 | Fountain Plaza NSW 2250 | Australia | P (02) 4367 4565 | E 

I respectfully acknowledge the traditional owners of this land both past and present. 

All electoral communications authorised by Senator Deborah O’Neill 

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 16 February 2022 12:57 AM 
To: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator) < > 
Subject: An Invitation to International Education Summit in November 2022 

Australian Academy for Human Excellence 

Attention: 
Senator Deborah O’Neill 

Dear Senator O’Neill, 
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 has suggested that we reach out to you as someone who is highly regarded 
in the field of Values-based Education. As you will see in the more formal writing below, we are hoping 
that you could join with  and also  (and hopefully, 

 from UK) in speaking at an international education Summit on VbE to be held in Gold Coast in 
November of this year. So, here is the more formal part of our invitation. 

The Australian Academy for Human Excellence will be holding an International Summit on Values-based 
Education on the 5th and 6th November 2022 in Gold Coast Convention Centre, Queensland, Australia for 
teachers, education reformers and mental health professionals. 

The Academy is an arm of the registered charity, Heart of Love Foundation (Australia), and the Summit 
will be not-for-profit. 

The theme of the Summit will be Embracing Education with the Heart, presented in two main
streams: 

1. Nurturing the Heart and Practising the Art of Teaching.
This will be presented by speakers from different countries based on their experience with Values-
based Education.

2. Awakening the Innate Capacity to Care in Education.
This will be presented by different speakers based on their experience with Values-based Education as
it affects students’ and teachers’ wellbeing.

Please find attached some Information about the Summit. 

We are inviting you to consider being a speaker addressing the first stream. 

You would be sharing your thoughts and experiences for about 30 to 40 mins. on the first day and also be 
part of a panel discussion.  and  will be two 
of the main speakers. The audience will be mostly teachers, researchers in the field, guidance officers and 
some mental health professionals.  
Because of the high-quality of the speakers, there will be an opportunity for a publication sometime after 
the Summit.  

If you accept our invitation your economy air travel and hotel accommodation costs will be covered by us. 

So that we can prepare our advertising and the rest, would it be possible to let us know soon whether you 
would be able to join us in this grand initiative ? 

We are looking forward to hearing from you. 

Kindest regards, 

Directors, Australian Academy for Human Excellence 
Directors, Toogoolawa Schools Limited 









Parliamentary Business Resources Act.
I trust this satisfies your enquiry.
With best regards

Chief of Staff
Office of Senator Deborah O’Neill

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 17 December 2025 11:25 AM
To: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator) 
Cc:  >; Assurance
<Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion
Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Dear Senator O’Neill
Please find attached correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.
Sincerely

Nicole Pearson
Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au
Social: LinkedIn / X

From:  > 
Sent: Wednesday, 16 April 2025 3:27 PM
To: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Cc: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator) 
Subject: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion
Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Hello IPEA Assurance team,
Thanks for making contact to seek further documentation regarding this Assurance
Review. This email provides more detailed responses to the original questions asked, with
references to relevant documents (attached).

1. What was the dominant purpose of your travel to the Gold Coast on 4 November
2022?

The dominant purpose of the Senator’s travel to the Gold Coast on 4 November 2022
was Parliamentary business, as contemplated under the relevant schedule. Her travel
was related to areas of policy in which the Senator has a detailed and longstanding
interest and involvement with as a Parliamentarian.

2. With reference to the determination at Attachment A, what was the nature of
your parliamentary business on the Gold Coast between 4 and 6 November
2022?



The nature of the parliamentary business was speaking at and participating in a
conference on international education on 5 November 2022. Please find attached
emails that show the invitation to the conference (Attachment A), the Senator’s
acceptance of the invitation (Attachment B), and the program for the conference at
which the Senator gave a keynote address (Attachment C). The organisers of the
conference reported on the senator’s participation at an online document available
here.

3. Please advise whether your family members’ travel expenses meet the three-
part test in section 6 of the Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations
2017:

a. You were travelling for the dominant purpose of conducting your
parliamentary business; and

b. Your family members were travelling to accompany or join you; and
c. Your family members’ travel was for the dominant purpose of facilitating

family life.
The Senator believes her family member’s travel expenses meet the three-part test in
the relevant section of the PBR Regulations 2017, in that:

- She was travelling for the dominant purpose of conducting parliamentary
business; and

- Her husband travelled to accompany her and travelled on the same itinerary as
her; and

- Her husband’s travel was for the dominant purpose of facilitating family life.
Please let me know if you require any further information to conclude the review.
With best regards
Shane McLeod
Chief of Staff
Attachments

A. Invitation to Senator O’Neill to attend conference
2022-02-16 An Invitation to International Education Summit in November

2022.pdf
B. Acceptance by Senator O’Neill to attend conference, subject to election outcome

2022-03-17 Acceptance - invitation to international education summit.pdf
C. Conference Program for 5 November showing Senator O’Neill as keynote speaker

2022-11-05 Conference Program.pdf
D. Archive image of Senator’s diary for relevant period

2022-11-06 Senators Diary Archive.pdf

From: Assurance 
Sent: Wednesday, 16 April 2025 1:57 PM
To: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator) 
Cc: Assurance 
Subject: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family
Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Senator Deborah O'Neill



Senator for NSW
Dear Senator O’Neill
Please find attached further correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary
Expenses Authority.
Sincerely

Nicole Pearson
Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed

From: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator) 
Sent: Thursday, 6 February 2025 12:09 PM
To: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family
Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Good afternoon,
Hope you’re well and enjoying your day so far.
Q1/ The dominant purpose of travel to the Gold Coast on 4 November 2020 to attend the
International Education Summit.
Q2/ The nature of the business is Parliamentary duties
Q3/ Yes

Office and Program Manager

Office of Senator Deborah O’Neill
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
___
P 02 4367 4565 | 

From: Assurance 
Sent: Wednesday, 5 February 2025 4:15 PM
To: O'Neill, Deborah (Senator) 
Cc: Assurance 
Subject: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion
Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Dear Senator O’Neill
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.
Sincerely



Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the
sender and know the content is safe.

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed




