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Mrs Melissa McIntosh MP
Member for Lindsay

Dear Mrs McIntosh

Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.

Sincerely

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
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Parliamentary Business Resources 

(Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 

I, Mathias Cormann, Minister for Finance, make the following determination. 

Dated 14 December 2017 

Mathias Cormann 

Minister for Finance 
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1  Name 

  This instrument is the Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary 

Business) Determination 2017. 

2  Commencement 

  This instrument commences at the same time as the Parliamentary Business 

Resources Act 2017. 

3  Authority 

  This instrument is made under section 6 of the Parliamentary Business 

Resources Act 2017.  

4  Interpretation 

(1) In this instrument: 

Act means the Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017. 

Note: A number of expressions used in this instrument are defined in the definitions 
section of the Act, including the following: 

(a) constituent;  

(b) member;  

(c) office holder, and  

(d) vice regal function. 

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, an activity specified in a Schedule to this 

determination is specified whether it takes place within Australia or overseas.  
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5  Parliamentary business of members  

(1) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(a) of the Act, the parliamentary duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 1 for that member. 

(2) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(b) of the Act, the electorate duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 2 for that member.  

(3) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(c) of the Act, the party political duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 3 for that member.  

(4) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(d) of the Act, the official duties of a member 

are the activities specified in Schedule 4 for that member.   
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Schedule 1—Parliamentary duties  
(Act s 6(4)(a)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Parliamentary duties  

 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In the member’s capacity as a member of the Parliament: 

a) Preparing for, participating in and attending to business arising 

from proceedings of the Parliament, whether by committee of 

the whole or otherwise; 

b) Developing, reviewing or amending legislation or proposed 

legislation, and activities engaged in for that purpose; 

c) Undertaking research, communication (including with 

stakeholders) or administration connected with the business of 

the Parliament, the member’s policy portfolio, or their role as a 

member; 

d) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to matters arising 

from an official government, parliamentary or vice regal 

meeting, event or function; 

e) Preparing for, participating in and attending to matters arising 

from a meeting (including with stakeholders), event or function 

for the purposes of their role as a member, including in relation 

to the member’s policy portfolio; 

f) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to business arising 

from a non-Parliamentary committee, taskforce or other formal 

group in which the member participates; 

g) Representing the Parliament, in accordance with an approval of 

the Parliament or a House of the Parliament, and engaging in 

associated activities for that purpose;  

h) Representing a Minister or office holder in their official 

capacity, at the request of that Minister or office holder, at a 

meeting, event or function;  

i) Representing the Government or Australia, with the approval of 

the Prime Minister.  

Note: For Ministers representing the Government or 

Australia in their capacity as a Minister, this would be part of 

the member’s official duties (see Schedule 4).  
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Schedule 2—Electorate duties  
(Act s 6(4)(b)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Electorate duties 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives  

In the member’s capacity as their constituent’s elected representative: 

a) Facilitating and participating in debate, discussion, a meeting, 

event or function, or undertaking research or administrative 

functions relating to matters of importance or interest to 

constituents (including matters that do not relate exclusively to 

constituents, such as matters of national importance);  

b) Otherwise communicating with constituents;  

c) Representing the views and interests of constituents. 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 3—Party political duties  
(Act s 6(4)(c)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Party political duties  

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In respect of the political party to which the member belongs, 

participating in any of the following in their capacity as an elected 

Senator or member of the House of Representatives: 

a) a formal meeting of the political party (including a meeting of 

the party executive, a committee or a subcommittee);  

b) a national, state or territory conference.  
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Schedule 4—Official duties  
(Act s 6(4)(d)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Official duties  

All office 

holders and 

Ministers of 

State 

In the member’s official capacity (being their capacity as a Minister or 

office holder, as the case may be):  

a) Exercising the powers or functions, or performing the duties, of the 

member’s office, or activities engaged in for the purposes of doing 

so;  

b) Attending an event to which the member has been invited in their 

official capacity;  

c) Other activities directly related to, and engaged in for the purposes 

of, performing the member’s official role. 
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From:  (M. McIntosh, MP)
To: Assurance
Cc: McIntosh, Melissa (MP);  (M. McIntosh, MP)
Subject: HPE CM: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion Travel

[SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 28 February 2025 4:14:24 PM

Dear ,

Please see the below answers and attachments regarding the information requested.

What was the dominant purpose of your travel to the Gold Coast between 9-12 June
2023?

The dominate purpose of travel to Queensland between 9 to 12 June 2023 was for duties in
the capacity of then being the following:

Shadow Assistant Minister for Mental Health and Suicide Prevention
Deputy Chair, House Standing Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport
Federal Member for Lindsay

With reference to the Determination at Attachment A, what was the nature of your
parliamentary business in the Gold Coast between 9-12 June 2023?

1. On Friday, 9 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and Deputy Chair of the Standing Committee
on Health, Aged Care and Sport the following events took place in which Mrs
McIntosh attended with the Federal Member for McPherson in the McPherson
electorate:

10:30am to 11:30am – LIVIN – Breaking the stigma of mental health in
Burleigh Heads – discussing mental health programs LIVIN provides,
including the ‘It ain’t weak to speak’ programs in schools. (See Attachment
1).
11:45am to 12:30pm – Lives Lived Well – Support for drug, alcohol and
mental health in Burleigh Heads to discuss programs provided by the
organisation. See Attachment 2).
2pm to 3:30pm – McPherson electorate mental health roundtable with
mental health workers in Varsity Lakes. (Attachment 3)
5:30pm to 7pm – Community forum to discuss the portfolio and other
parliamentary and political matters, held in Varsity Lakes. (Attachment 4)

2. On 10 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and the Deputy Chair of the Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport, the following event took place in which
Mrs McIntosh attended with the Federal Member for Petrie in the Petrie electorate:

Attachment 2

mailto:Melissa.McIntosh.MP@aph.gov.au


9am to 11am – St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School in Bracken Ridge –
attended the school fete and met with parents and community organisations
to discuss kids’ mental health and sport. (Attachment 5)

3. On 10 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and the Deputy Chair of the Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport the following event took place in which
Mrs McIntosh attended with the Federal Member for Longman in the Longman
electorate:

 
1pm to 3pm – Caboolture Show Caboolture – attended the Show to support
the local MP and discuss Opposition policy and portfolio matters with the
community. (Attachment 6)

4. On 11 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Deputy Chair of the Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport, the following event took place in the
Moncrieff electorate:

9am to 3pm – National Judo Championships in Carrara – presented medals
as the Deputy Chair of the House Standing Committee on Health, Aged Care,
Sport, a member of the Health Opposition team and a Federal Member of
Parliament to athletes. (Attachment 7)

5. On 12 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and the Deputy Chair of the Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport the following events took place in which
Mrs McIntosh attended with the Federal Member for Moncrieff and Shadow Minister
for Youth in the Moncrieff electorate:

9:30am to 11am – Headspace Southport in Southport – a site visit and
discussed local youth mental health matters with youth and staff.
(Attachment 8)

6. On 12 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention, representing the Opposition, the following
events took place in which Mrs McIntosh attended with the then Liberal candidate in
the Fadden by-election in the Fadden electorate:

11:15am to 12:30pm – Stall at Labrador Park shopping centre in Labrador
Park – assisted the Liberal candidate in discussing Opposition policies with
community members. (Attachment 9)

 
In addition, please see Attachments 10 and 11 detailing the CTM logs of Melissa McIntosh
MP and  and Attachment 12 with additional information for the McPherson
electorate visits



 
Please advise whether your family members’ travel expense meet the three-part test
in section 6 of the Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017:

a. You were travelling for the dominant purpose of conduction your parliamentary
business; and
b. Your family members were travelling to accompany or join you; and
c. Your family members’ travel was for the dominant purpose of facilitating family life

The dominant purpose of the trip was to conduct parliamentary business as official duties
in the capacity as an Opposition frontbencher as the then Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and as the Deputy Chair of the House Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport.

Per the above information, attendance across all four days included multiple events in to
discuss matters in relation to the portfolio held of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention
and aspects of the being a member of the House Standing Committee on Health, Aged
Care and Sport, specifically mental health, health and sport. These events included
meeting with multiple mental health organisations, attending events with parliamentary
colleagues to discuss mental health and sport and present medals at a sporting
championship.

 attended events with Melissa as the photographer as staff did not attend
the trip. He is a photographer and at the time was studying Visual Communications at
Western Sydney University.

 attending the trip facilitated family life as he had a competition to attend for
judo, assisting with his health matters and also assisted Mrs McIntosh in her official duties
by photographing events.

 had recently been diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes and required regular
monitoring and assistance. It was  first championship outside of NSW since
being diagnosed needed a family member to assist.
Information to proceed with the trip was discussed and documented prior to departure,
between staff member, , and IPEA to ensure the trip met the requirements.
 
Regards,
 

 
Office of Melissa McIntosh MP
 
From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 4 February 2025 3:56 PM
To: McIntosh, Melissa (MP) < >
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion Travel

mailto:Assurance@ipea.gov.au
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Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.
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Mrs Melissa McIntosh MP
Member for Lindsay
 
Dear Mrs McIntosh
 
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.
 
Sincerely
 

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
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From: Assurance
To:  (M. McIntosh, MP); Assurance
Cc: McIntosh, Melissa (MP);  (M. McIntosh, MP)
Subject: HPE CM: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion Travel

[SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Monday, 3 March 2025 10:13:56 AM

OFFICIAL
 
Good morning 
 
Thank you for responding.
 
May I ask if you sent the attachments in a separate email/s or whether they were
attached to this email? I cannot locate them.
 
Kind regards
 

 

Assistant Director
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST, ACT 2603
T: +61 6215 3000
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au
Social: LinkedIn / X/Twitter
 
I am in the office Wednesday and Friday

Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri 

WFH WFH P  WFH P 
 
 
From:  (M. McIntosh, MP) < > 
Sent: Friday, 28 February 2025 4:14 PM
To: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Cc:  (MP) < >;  (M. McIntosh,
MP) >
Subject: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion Travel
[SEC=OFFICIAL]

 
Dear ,
 
Please see the below answers and attachments regarding the information requested.
 
What was the dominant purpose of your travel to the Gold Coast between 9-12 June
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2023?

The dominate purpose of travel to Queensland between 9 to 12 June 2023 was for duties in
the capacity of then being the following:

Shadow Assistant Minister for Mental Health and Suicide Prevention
Deputy Chair, House Standing Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport
Federal Member for Lindsay

 
With reference to the Determination at Attachment A, what was the nature of your
parliamentary business in the Gold Coast between 9-12 June 2023?

1. On Friday, 9 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and Deputy Chair of the Standing Committee
on Health, Aged Care and Sport the following events took place in which Mrs
McIntosh attended with the Federal Member for McPherson in the McPherson
electorate:

10:30am to 11:30am – LIVIN – Breaking the stigma of mental health in
Burleigh Heads – discussing mental health programs LIVIN provides,
including the ‘It ain’t weak to speak’ programs in schools. (See Attachment
1).
11:45am to 12:30pm – Lives Lived Well – Support for drug, alcohol and
mental health in Burleigh Heads to discuss programs provided by the
organisation. See Attachment 2).
2pm to 3:30pm – McPherson electorate mental health roundtable with
mental health workers in Varsity Lakes. (Attachment 3)
5:30pm to 7pm – Community forum to discuss the portfolio and other
parliamentary and political matters, held in Varsity Lakes. (Attachment 4)

 
2. On 10 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for

Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and the Deputy Chair of the Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport, the following event took place in which
Mrs McIntosh attended with the Federal Member for Petrie in the Petrie electorate:

9am to 11am – St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School in Bracken Ridge –
attended the school fete and met with parents and community organisations
to discuss kids’ mental health and sport. (Attachment 5)

3. On 10 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and the Deputy Chair of the Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport the following event took place in which
Mrs McIntosh attended with the Federal Member for Longman in the Longman
electorate:

 



1pm to 3pm – Caboolture Show Caboolture – attended the Show to support
the local MP and discuss Opposition policy and portfolio matters with the
community. (Attachment 6)

4. On 11 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Deputy Chair of the Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport, the following event took place in the
Moncrieff electorate:

9am to 3pm – National Judo Championships in Carrara – presented medals
as the Deputy Chair of the House Standing Committee on Health, Aged Care,
Sport, a member of the Health Opposition team and a Federal Member of
Parliament to athletes. (Attachment 7)

5. On 12 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and the Deputy Chair of the Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport the following events took place in which
Mrs McIntosh attended with the Federal Member for Moncrieff and Shadow Minister
for Youth in the Moncrieff electorate:

9:30am to 11am – Headspace Southport in Southport – a site visit and
discussed local youth mental health matters with youth and staff.
(Attachment 8)

6. On 12 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention, representing the Opposition, the following
events took place in which Mrs McIntosh attended with the then Liberal candidate in
the Fadden by-election in the Fadden electorate:

11:15am to 12:30pm – Stall at Labrador Park shopping centre in Labrador
Park – assisted the Liberal candidate in discussing Opposition policies with
community members. (Attachment 9)

 
In addition, please see Attachments 10 and 11 detailing the CTM logs of Melissa McIntosh
MP and  and Attachment 12 with additional information for the McPherson
electorate visits
 
Please advise whether your family members’ travel expense meet the three-part test
in section 6 of the Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017:

a. You were travelling for the dominant purpose of conduction your parliamentary
business; and
b. Your family members were travelling to accompany or join you; and
c. Your family members’ travel was for the dominant purpose of facilitating family life

The dominant purpose of the trip was to conduct parliamentary business as official duties



in the capacity as an Opposition frontbencher as the then Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and as the Deputy Chair of the House Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport.

Per the above information, attendance across all four days included multiple events in to
discuss matters in relation to the portfolio held of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention
and aspects of the being a member of the House Standing Committee on Health, Aged
Care and Sport, specifically mental health, health and sport. These events included
meeting with multiple mental health organisations, attending events with parliamentary
colleagues to discuss mental health and sport and present medals at a sporting
championship.

 attended events with Melissa as the photographer as staff did not attend
the trip. He is a photographer and at the time was studying Visual Communications at
Western Sydney University.

 attending the trip facilitated family life as he had a competition to attend for
judo, assisting with his health matters and also assisted Mrs McIntosh in her official duties
by photographing events.

 had recently been diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes and required regular
monitoring and assistance. It was  first championship outside of NSW since
being diagnosed needed a family member to assist.
Information to proceed with the trip was discussed and documented prior to departure,
between staff member, , and IPEA to ensure the trip met the requirements.
 
Regards,
 

 
Office of Melissa McIntosh MP
 
From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 4 February 2025 3:56 PM
To: McIntosh, Melissa (MP) < >
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion Travel
[SEC=OFFICIAL]
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Mrs Melissa McIntosh MP
Member for Lindsay
 
Dear Mrs McIntosh
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mailto:Assurance@ipea.gov.au


Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.

Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.
 
Sincerely
 

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
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From:  (M. McIntosh, MP)
To: Assurance
Cc: McIntosh, Melissa (MP);  (M. McIntosh, MP)
Subject: HPE CM: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion Travel

[SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Monday, 3 March 2025 10:24:15 AM
Attachments: Attachment 1 LIVIN McPherson 230609.pdf

Attachment 2 Lives Lived Well McPherson 230609.pdf
Attachment 3 Mental health worker roundtable McPherson 230609.pdf
Attachment 4 Community mental health forum McPherson 230609.pdf
Attachment 5 St Josephs fete Petrie 230610.pdf
Attachment 6 Caboolture Show 230610.pdf
Attachment 7 National Judo Championship 230611.pdf
Attachment 8 Headspace Southport 230612.pdf
Attachment 9 Fadden street stall Fadden 230612.pdf
Attachment 10 CTM log Melissa McIntosh June 2023 QLD trip.pdf
Attachment 11 CTM log  June 2023 QLD trip.pdf
Attachment 12 Additional information McPherson 230609.pdf

Hi ,
 
I remember attaching them to send. I can see they aren’t there in my sent folder. Apologies
for that!
 
Please see all of the attachments in this e-mail.
 
Kind regards,
 

 
Office of Melissa McIntosh MP
 
From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, 3 March 2025 10:14 AM
To:  (M. McIntosh, MP) >; Assurance
<Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Cc: McIntosh, Melissa (MP) < >;  (M. McIntosh,
MP) < >
Subject: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion Travel
[SEC=OFFICIAL]

 
OFFICIAL

 
Good morning 
 
Thank you for responding.
 
May I ask if you sent the attachments in a separate email/s or whether they were
attached to this email? I cannot locate them.
 
Kind regards
 



 

Assistant Director
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST, ACT 2603
T: +61 6215 3000
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au
Social: LinkedIn / X/Twitter
 
I am in the office Wednesday and Friday

Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri 

WFH WFH P  WFH P 
 
 
From:  (M. McIntosh, MP)  
Sent: Friday, 28 February 2025 4:14 PM
To: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Cc: McIntosh, Melissa (MP) < >;  (M. McIntosh,
MP) >
Subject: RE: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion Travel
[SEC=OFFICIAL]

 
Dear 
 
Please see the below answers and attachments regarding the information requested.
 
What was the dominant purpose of your travel to the Gold Coast between 9-12 June
2023?

The dominate purpose of travel to Queensland between 9 to 12 June 2023 was for duties in
the capacity of then being the following:

Shadow Assistant Minister for Mental Health and Suicide Prevention
Deputy Chair, House Standing Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport
Federal Member for Lindsay

 
With reference to the Determination at Attachment A, what was the nature of your
parliamentary business in the Gold Coast between 9-12 June 2023?

1. On Friday, 9 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and Deputy Chair of the Standing Committee
on Health, Aged Care and Sport the following events took place in which Mrs
McIntosh attended with the Federal Member for McPherson in the McPherson
electorate:



10:30am to 11:30am – LIVIN – Breaking the stigma of mental health in
Burleigh Heads – discussing mental health programs LIVIN provides,
including the ‘It ain’t weak to speak’ programs in schools. (See Attachment
1).
11:45am to 12:30pm – Lives Lived Well – Support for drug, alcohol and
mental health in Burleigh Heads to discuss programs provided by the
organisation. See Attachment 2).
2pm to 3:30pm – McPherson electorate mental health roundtable with
mental health workers in Varsity Lakes. (Attachment 3)
5:30pm to 7pm – Community forum to discuss the portfolio and other
parliamentary and political matters, held in Varsity Lakes. (Attachment 4)

 
2. On 10 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for

Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and the Deputy Chair of the Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport, the following event took place in which
Mrs McIntosh attended with the Federal Member for Petrie in the Petrie electorate:

9am to 11am – St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School in Bracken Ridge –
attended the school fete and met with parents and community organisations
to discuss kids’ mental health and sport. (Attachment 5)

3. On 10 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and the Deputy Chair of the Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport the following event took place in which
Mrs McIntosh attended with the Federal Member for Longman in the Longman
electorate:

 
1pm to 3pm – Caboolture Show Caboolture – attended the Show to support
the local MP and discuss Opposition policy and portfolio matters with the
community. (Attachment 6)

4. On 11 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Deputy Chair of the Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport, the following event took place in the
Moncrieff electorate:

9am to 3pm – National Judo Championships in Carrara – presented medals
as the Deputy Chair of the House Standing Committee on Health, Aged Care,
Sport, a member of the Health Opposition team and a Federal Member of
Parliament to athletes. (Attachment 7)

5. On 12 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and the Deputy Chair of the Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport the following events took place in which
Mrs McIntosh attended with the Federal Member for Moncrieff and Shadow Minister



for Youth in the Moncrieff electorate:

9:30am to 11am – Headspace Southport in Southport – a site visit and
discussed local youth mental health matters with youth and staff.
(Attachment 8)

6. On 12 June 2023, as part of official duties as the Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention, representing the Opposition, the following
events took place in which Mrs McIntosh attended with the then Liberal candidate in
the Fadden by-election in the Fadden electorate:

11:15am to 12:30pm – Stall at Labrador Park shopping centre in Labrador
Park – assisted the Liberal candidate in discussing Opposition policies with
community members. (Attachment 9)

 
In addition, please see Attachments 10 and 11 detailing the CTM logs of Melissa McIntosh
MP and  and Attachment 12 with additional information for the McPherson
electorate visits
 
Please advise whether your family members’ travel expense meet the three-part test
in section 6 of the Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017:

a. You were travelling for the dominant purpose of conduction your parliamentary
business; and
b. Your family members were travelling to accompany or join you; and
c. Your family members’ travel was for the dominant purpose of facilitating family life

The dominant purpose of the trip was to conduct parliamentary business as official duties
in the capacity as an Opposition frontbencher as the then Shadow Assistant Minister for
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention and as the Deputy Chair of the House Standing
Committee on Health, Aged Care and Sport.

Per the above information, attendance across all four days included multiple events in to
discuss matters in relation to the portfolio held of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention
and aspects of the being a member of the House Standing Committee on Health, Aged
Care and Sport, specifically mental health, health and sport. These events included
meeting with multiple mental health organisations, attending events with parliamentary
colleagues to discuss mental health and sport and present medals at a sporting
championship.

 attended events with Melissa as the photographer as staff did not attend
the trip. He is a photographer and at the time was studying Visual Communications at
Western Sydney University.

 attending the trip facilitated family life as he had a competition to attend for
judo, assisting with his health matters and also assisted Mrs McIntosh in her official duties
by photographing events.



 had recently been diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes and required regular
monitoring and assistance. It was  first championship outside of NSW since
being diagnosed needed a family member to assist.
Information to proceed with the trip was discussed and documented prior to departure,
between staff member, , and IPEA to ensure the trip met the requirements.
 
Regards,
 

 
Office of Melissa McIntosh MP
 
From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 4 February 2025 3:56 PM
To: McIntosh, Melissa (MP) < >
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources – Family Reunion Travel
[SEC=OFFICIAL]
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Mrs Melissa McIntosh MP
Member for Lindsay
 
Dear Mrs McIntosh
 
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.
 
Sincerely
 

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
 
 
 
 
 
 



Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.

 

 































































From: Assurance
To: McIntosh, Melissa (MP)
Cc: Assurance
Subject: CM: Correspondence - Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:04:05 AM
Attachments: Correspondence_Mrs Melissa McIntosh MP_Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel_4 July 2025.pdf

OFFICIAL

Mrs Melissa McIntosh MP
Member for Lindsay

Dear Mrs McIntosh

Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.

Kind regards

Nicole Pearson
Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: 02 6215 3000
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au
Social: LinkedIn / X/Twitter

Attachment 3
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FipeaAusGov&data=05%7C02%7CAssurance%40ipea.gov.au%7C7e39fa50c83e4c96959c08ddba969475%7C08954cee47824ff69ad51997dccef4b0%7C0%7C0%7C638871878443220922%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fqlwrn8SeYJ1lmPXTzsyQ2QzStVoIFz7ALD4H1l4WZw%3D&reserved=0















From: McIntosh, Melissa (MP)
To: Assurance
Subject: CM: RE: Correspondence - Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 18 July 2025 4:23:57 PM
Attachments: Andrews office travel request.pdf

Dear Ms Pearson,

Thank you for your letter dated 4 July 2024.

The predominate purpose of my June 2023 Queensland travel was work related. I attended
events across five electorates: Fadden, Longman, McPherson, Moncrieff and Petrie.

I began planning the travel in February 2023 upon a request from the Hon Karen Andrews to visit
the electorate of McPherson she then represented in my capacity as the then Shadow Assistant
Minister for Mental Health and Suicide Prevention. Please see attached an e-mail with further
information on this. Most of the events and meetings were scheduled via phone between
electorate offices.

The comments in the letter are despite the multiple assurances with IPEA via phone with
electorate office staff that my son could travel in line with the standards. I am disappointed that
this is now the situation as my office tried very hard to ensure everything was within the rules. If
required, I’ll pay for travel, noting the above.

In addition, please refer to previous correspondence and attachments from 28 February 2025
and 3 March 2025.

Kind regards,

Melissa McIntosh MP
Federal Member for Lindsay

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:03 AM
To: McIntosh, Melissa (MP) < >
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: Correspondence - Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Mrs Melissa McIntosh MP
Member for Lindsay

Dear Mrs McIntosh

Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.

Kind regards

Nicole Pearson
Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603

Attachment 4



Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.

T: 02 6215 3000
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au
Social: LinkedIn / X/Twitter
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 (M. McIntosh, MP)

From:  (M. McIntosh, MP)
Sent: Friday, 18 July 2025 2:40 PM
To:  (M. McIntosh, MP)
Subject: FW: Visit to the McPherson Electorate.

 

From:  (Karen Andrews, MP) < >  
Sent: Tuesday, 21 February 2023 5:36 PM 
To:  (M. McIntosh, MP)  
Subject: Visit to the McPherson Electorate. 
 
Hi  
 
Last week Karen spoke with Melissa regarding a potential visit to her electorate on the southern Gold Coast. I 
wanted to check whether Monday 13th March  or 14/15 March would suit, or alternatively, during the week of June 
5-9? 
 
We are looking to lock in visits from a number of colleagues, so if you can let me know if either of those dates would 
be suitable, I’d greatly appreciate it.  We anticipate 1 or 2 events in the community and an evening function as well. 
 
Kind regards and thanks 
 

 
 

 – Chief of Staff 
Mob:   | Email:  
47 Watts Drive, Varsity Lakes Q 4227 | Post: PO Box 409, Varsity Lakes Q 4227  
  

 
 



From: Assurance
To: McIntosh, Melissa (MP)
Cc: Assurance
Subject: CM: Assurance Review of Members of Parliament work resources - Family Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Wednesday, 20 August 2025 3:48:01 PM
Attachments: image001.png

External correspondence_Mrs Melissa McIntosh_Assurance review of Family Reunion Travel_August
2025.pdf
Correspondence_Mrs Melissa McIntosh MP_Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel_4 July 2025.pdf

OFFICIAL

Mrs Melissa McIntosh MP
Member for Lindsay

Good afternoon Mrs McIntosh

Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority for your consideration.

Kind regards

Nicole Pearson
Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: 02 6215 3000
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au
Social: LinkedIn / X/Twitter

Attachment 5
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dD August 2025 


Mrs Melissa McIntosh MP 


Member for Lindsay 


PO Box 712 


Penrith, NSW, 2750 


OFFICIAL: Sensitive 


Australian Government 


Independent Parliamentary 


Expenses Authority 


Email: Melissa.Mclntosh.MP@aph.gov.au 


Dear Mrs McIntosh 


Assurance Review of Members of Parliament work resources (MP work resources) -


Family Reunion Travel 


Thank you for your email of 18 July 2025, in which you provided information in response to 


my letter of 4 July on the subject of family reunion travel. You have provided a copy of an 


email from the office of the Hon Karen Andrews MP proposing dates for your proposed 


visit to the McPherson electorate. That email proposed dates during the week of 


5 to 9 June 2023, the week in which you subsequently travelled to Queen land. 


In my letter of 4 July, attached again for convenience, I mentioned the 'but for" test in 


relation to the consideration of dominant purpose. I noted your previous advice that your 


son required family assistance during his participation in Judo Championships in Carrara 


and the inference that you would have travelled to Queensland regardless of parliamentary 


business. 


In order that I may now consider your additional information in the context of the "but for" 


test, I ask that you confirm that: 


• the proposal that you visit the McPherson electorate in 2023 was initiated by


Ms Andrews and not by yourself; and


• you would have travelled to Queensland for this purpose regardless of your son's


participation in the Judo Championships.


Can you please provide your response via email to assurance@ipea.gov.au, by close of 


business on 4 September 2025. 


One Canberra Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603 • Telephone 02 6215 3000 


Internet www.ipea.gov.au 


OFFICIAL: Sensitive 




























From: 

To: 
McIntosh Melissa CMP} 
Ass11rance 

Attachment 6 

Subject: CM: Re: Assurance Review of Members of Parliament work resources - Family Reunion Travel 
[SEC=OFAOAL] 

Date: 

Attachments: 

Saturday, 23 August 2025 4:18:17 PM 

iroaae001 ong 
iroage003 ong 
External correspondence Mrs Melissa McIntosh Assurance reyjew of Earoi!v Reunjon Travel August 
2.025.Jlsjf 

Dear Nicole, 

Thank you for your letter of 20 August 2025 regarding the assurance review of my family reunion 
travel. 

Your letter sought confirmation the proposal to visit the McPherson electorate was initiated by the 
then member for McPherson, the Hon Karen Andrews MP. I can confirm Ms Andrews, emailed me 
requesting I visit her electorate as per the evidence provided. 

Additionally, you have asked if I would have travelled to Queensland for this visit, regardless of my 
son's participation in the Judo Championships. I confirm, I would have travelled to the electorates of 
McPherson, Moncrieff, Longman, Petrie and Fadden during this time regardless of my son's 
participation in the Judo Championship. 

Regards, 

Melissa 

Melissa McIntosh MP 
Federal Member for Lindsay 
Shadow Minister for Communications 
Shadow Minister for Women 
E. 

P. (02) 4722 0600 I
I w. YftN./ roelissarocintosh com au 

rith NSW 2750 

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 

Sent: Wednesday, 20 August 2025 3:47 PM 

To: McIntosh, Melissa (MP) 

Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 

Subject: Assurance Review of Members of Parliament work resources - Family Reunion Travel 

[SEC=OFFICIAL] 
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Mrs Melissa McIntosh MP 



Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.

Member for Lindsay
 
Good afternoon Mrs McIntosh
 
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority for your consideration.
 
Kind regards
 

Nicole Pearson
Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: 02 6215 3000
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au
Social: LinkedIn / X/Twitter
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