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Dear Mr O’Connor
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.
Sincerely

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
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Parliamentary Business Resources 

(Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 

I, Mathias Cormann, Minister for Finance, make the following determination. 

Dated 14 December 2017 

Mathias Cormann 

Minister for Finance 
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1  Name 

  This instrument is the Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary 

Business) Determination 2017. 

2  Commencement 

  This instrument commences at the same time as the Parliamentary Business 

Resources Act 2017. 

3  Authority 

  This instrument is made under section 6 of the Parliamentary Business 

Resources Act 2017.  

4  Interpretation 

(1) In this instrument: 

Act means the Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017. 

Note: A number of expressions used in this instrument are defined in the definitions 
section of the Act, including the following: 

(a) constituent;  

(b) member;  

(c) office holder, and  

(d) vice regal function. 

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, an activity specified in a Schedule to this 

determination is specified whether it takes place within Australia or overseas.  
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5  Parliamentary business of members  

(1) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(a) of the Act, the parliamentary duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 1 for that member. 

(2) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(b) of the Act, the electorate duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 2 for that member.  

(3) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(c) of the Act, the party political duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 3 for that member.  

(4) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(d) of the Act, the official duties of a member 

are the activities specified in Schedule 4 for that member.   
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Schedule 1—Parliamentary duties  
(Act s 6(4)(a)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Parliamentary duties  

 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In the member’s capacity as a member of the Parliament: 

a) Preparing for, participating in and attending to business arising 

from proceedings of the Parliament, whether by committee of 

the whole or otherwise; 

b) Developing, reviewing or amending legislation or proposed 

legislation, and activities engaged in for that purpose; 

c) Undertaking research, communication (including with 

stakeholders) or administration connected with the business of 

the Parliament, the member’s policy portfolio, or their role as a 

member; 

d) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to matters arising 

from an official government, parliamentary or vice regal 

meeting, event or function; 

e) Preparing for, participating in and attending to matters arising 

from a meeting (including with stakeholders), event or function 

for the purposes of their role as a member, including in relation 

to the member’s policy portfolio; 

f) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to business arising 

from a non-Parliamentary committee, taskforce or other formal 

group in which the member participates; 

g) Representing the Parliament, in accordance with an approval of 

the Parliament or a House of the Parliament, and engaging in 

associated activities for that purpose;  

h) Representing a Minister or office holder in their official 

capacity, at the request of that Minister or office holder, at a 

meeting, event or function;  

i) Representing the Government or Australia, with the approval of 

the Prime Minister.  

Note: For Ministers representing the Government or 

Australia in their capacity as a Minister, this would be part of 

the member’s official duties (see Schedule 4).  
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Schedule 2—Electorate duties  
(Act s 6(4)(b)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Electorate duties 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives  

In the member’s capacity as their constituent’s elected representative: 

a) Facilitating and participating in debate, discussion, a meeting, 

event or function, or undertaking research or administrative 

functions relating to matters of importance or interest to 

constituents (including matters that do not relate exclusively to 

constituents, such as matters of national importance);  

b) Otherwise communicating with constituents;  

c) Representing the views and interests of constituents. 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 3—Party political duties  
(Act s 6(4)(c)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Party political duties  

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In respect of the political party to which the member belongs, 

participating in any of the following in their capacity as an elected 

Senator or member of the House of Representatives: 

a) a formal meeting of the political party (including a meeting of 

the party executive, a committee or a subcommittee);  

b) a national, state or territory conference.  
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Schedule 4—Official duties  
(Act s 6(4)(d)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Official duties  

All office 

holders and 

Ministers of 

State 

In the member’s official capacity (being their capacity as a Minister or 

office holder, as the case may be):  

a) Exercising the powers or functions, or performing the duties, of the 

member’s office, or activities engaged in for the purposes of doing 

so;  

b) Attending an event to which the member has been invited in their 

official capacity;  

c) Other activities directly related to, and engaged in for the purposes 

of, performing the member’s official role. 
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From:
To: Assurance
Subject: Family Reunion travel
Date: Friday, 28 February 2025 4:49:30 PM

A/g Branch Manager
IPEA

In response to your correspondence to me dated February 5, 2025, I write to answer the questions put to me in
relation to my travel to Brisbane on September 13, 2022.

The dominant purpose of my travel was to engage in meetings with stakeholders relevant to the Skills and
Training portfolio of which I was Minister.
As it was school holidays in Victoria and as I am a sole parent, I have had to manage my responsibilities as a
Minister and as a father differently to most if not all of my colleagues. That meant, as I rarely had a carer for my
daughter,  (who was 14 yrs old at the time) in non- parliamentary sitting weeks, she would often have to
accompany me on such visits. Further, I had not seen much of her over several months before this visit and it
was very difficult to continue travelling and leaving her with another family to care for her.

In this instance I planned to travel to Brisbane and occupy an office at the commonwealth parliamentary office
and set up meetings with stakeholders. It had been sometime since I had spent time in Brisbane and had a
significant array of people I wished to see or were seeking to meet me. More often than not I would already
have a schedule of meetings or visits arranged but on this occasion- and on other occasions too- I planned to
contact or have my office contact people once I arrived.
I can remember feeling unwell when we left Melbourne but thought it would pass. Unfortunately, I felt worse
that evening and the next day and had symptoms akin to covid, such as fever, headaches and a lack of energy
and went and bought a test but that showed a negative result. I therefore concluded I had the flu and was too
sick and most likely contagious to meet anyone. I was also too sick to fly and chose to stay until I recovered. I
still thought I might have had covid despite the negative result. Consequently I was unable to fulfil my
dominant purpose for travel through no fault of my own but nonetheless, decided not to claim accommodation
costs.

As I said, was travelling with me because at that time I had no other alternative plan for her to be in care.

Please advise if the above statement is a sufficient explanation for the travel we undertook in September 2022
and the reasons why I could not fulfil my main purpose for travel. You can reach me by responding to this email
or ringing me on 

Regards

Brendan O’Connor

Sent from my iPad

Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is
safe.
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