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Parliamentary Business Resources 

(Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 

I, Mathias Cormann, Minister for Finance, make the following determination. 

Dated 14 December 2017 

Mathias Cormann 

Minister for Finance 
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1  Name 

  This instrument is the Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary 

Business) Determination 2017. 

2  Commencement 

  This instrument commences at the same time as the Parliamentary Business 

Resources Act 2017. 

3  Authority 

  This instrument is made under section 6 of the Parliamentary Business 

Resources Act 2017.  

4  Interpretation 

(1) In this instrument: 

Act means the Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017. 

Note: A number of expressions used in this instrument are defined in the definitions 
section of the Act, including the following: 

(a) constituent;  

(b) member;  

(c) office holder, and  

(d) vice regal function. 

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, an activity specified in a Schedule to this 

determination is specified whether it takes place within Australia or overseas.  
  

Authorised Version F2017L01691 registered 20/12/2017



 

 

 

 
 

 

 Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 2 

 

 
 

 

5  Parliamentary business of members  

(1) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(a) of the Act, the parliamentary duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 1 for that member. 

(2) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(b) of the Act, the electorate duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 2 for that member.  

(3) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(c) of the Act, the party political duties of a 

member are the activities specified in Schedule 3 for that member.  

(4) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(d) of the Act, the official duties of a member 

are the activities specified in Schedule 4 for that member.   
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Schedule 1—Parliamentary duties  
(Act s 6(4)(a)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Parliamentary duties  

 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In the member’s capacity as a member of the Parliament: 

a) Preparing for, participating in and attending to business arising 

from proceedings of the Parliament, whether by committee of 

the whole or otherwise; 

b) Developing, reviewing or amending legislation or proposed 

legislation, and activities engaged in for that purpose; 

c) Undertaking research, communication (including with 

stakeholders) or administration connected with the business of 

the Parliament, the member’s policy portfolio, or their role as a 

member; 

d) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to matters arising 

from an official government, parliamentary or vice regal 

meeting, event or function; 

e) Preparing for, participating in and attending to matters arising 

from a meeting (including with stakeholders), event or function 

for the purposes of their role as a member, including in relation 

to the member’s policy portfolio; 

f) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to business arising 

from a non-Parliamentary committee, taskforce or other formal 

group in which the member participates; 

g) Representing the Parliament, in accordance with an approval of 

the Parliament or a House of the Parliament, and engaging in 

associated activities for that purpose;  

h) Representing a Minister or office holder in their official 

capacity, at the request of that Minister or office holder, at a 

meeting, event or function;  

i) Representing the Government or Australia, with the approval of 

the Prime Minister.  

Note: For Ministers representing the Government or 

Australia in their capacity as a Minister, this would be part of 

the member’s official duties (see Schedule 4).  
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Schedule 2—Electorate duties  
(Act s 6(4)(b)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Electorate duties 

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives  

In the member’s capacity as their constituent’s elected representative: 

a) Facilitating and participating in debate, discussion, a meeting, 

event or function, or undertaking research or administrative 

functions relating to matters of importance or interest to 

constituents (including matters that do not relate exclusively to 

constituents, such as matters of national importance);  

b) Otherwise communicating with constituents;  

c) Representing the views and interests of constituents. 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 3—Party political duties  
(Act s 6(4)(c)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Party political duties  

All members 

who are a 

senator or 

member of the 

House of 

Representatives 

In respect of the political party to which the member belongs, 

participating in any of the following in their capacity as an elected 

Senator or member of the House of Representatives: 

a) a formal meeting of the political party (including a meeting of 

the party executive, a committee or a subcommittee);  

b) a national, state or territory conference.  
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Schedule 4—Official duties  
(Act s 6(4)(d)) 

 

Column 1 Column 2 

Member (or 

class)  

Official duties  

All office 

holders and 

Ministers of 

State 

In the member’s official capacity (being their capacity as a Minister or 

office holder, as the case may be):  

a) Exercising the powers or functions, or performing the duties, of the 

member’s office, or activities engaged in for the purposes of doing 

so;  

b) Attending an event to which the member has been invited in their 

official capacity;  

c) Other activities directly related to, and engaged in for the purposes 

of, performing the member’s official role. 
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Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.

Kind regards,

 I Electorate Officer
Office of Dr Anne Webster MP

Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Assistant Minister for Regional Health
P: 03 5021 5987: E:  

|FP 

[Embedded Image]

Important: This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain
confidential or legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
notified that any use or dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you receive
this transmission in error please notify the author immediately and delete all copies of this
transmission

________________________________________
From: "Assurance "
Sent: 5 February 2025 00:36
To: Webster, 
Cc: Assurance@ipea.gov.au
Subject: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources

OFFICIAL
Dr Anne Webster MP
Member for Mallee
Dear Dr Webster
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority.
Sincerely
[Embedded Image]

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed











Thursday 23 June 2022 12:23 - Sydney, NSW

WEBSTER/
Itinerary for

PNR Reference:

Debtor:
09 Dec 22

XOHMCP

Booked By:

11 Dec 22
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA)

Consultant:

Booking Number:

Departure Date:

Return Date:

CTM CONTACT INFORMATION

Should you require assistance with booking changes or amendments, please contact CTM 24/7 on the following numbers:
 
Within Australia - 1800 187 584 
Outside Australia - +61 2 8286 7499
Email: 

DetailsDate Service

Airline:Friday QANTAS AIRWAYSFlight

Arrival Date: Fri 09 Dec 22 at 11:25 MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
09 Dec 22

Flight QF
, AUSTRALIADeparture Date: Fri 09 Dec 22 at 10:05

Aircraft: De Havilland Canada DHC-8-300 Dash 8/8Q
Class: B - Economy FLEX
Stops: Non-Stop
Airline Reference: 5FT4YZ
Code Share: /QANTASLINK - EASTERN AUSTRALIA A/L

ConfirmedStatus:
2 piecesBaggage:

Details: , AUSTRALIA (TERMINAL - ) MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA (TERMINAL -
TERMINAL 1), Dept Time 09-12-2022 10:05, Arrival Time 09-12-2022 11:25 - Travelling
time: 1 hr 20 mins - Meal Service: Refreshment

Airline:Sunday QANTAS AIRWAYSFlight

Arrival Date: Sun 11 Dec 22 at 16:55  AUSTRALIA
11 Dec 22

Flight QF
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIADeparture Date: Sun 11 Dec 22 at 15:30

Aircraft: De Havilland Canada DHC-8-300 Dash 8/8Q
Class: B - Economy FLEX
Stops: Non-Stop
Airline Reference: 5FT4YZ
Code Share: /QANTASLINK - EASTERN AUSTRALIA A/L

ConfirmedStatus:
2 piecesBaggage:

Details: MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA (TERMINAL - TERMINAL 1)  AUSTRALIA
(TERMINAL - ), Dept Time 11-12-2022 15:30, Arrival Time 11-12-2022 16:55 -
Travelling time: 1 hr 25 mins - Meal Service: Refreshment

WEBSTER/ FF QF 

Frequent Flyer Numbers
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Corporate Travel Management

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia

Level 13, 255 Elizabeth Street

Afterhours  

Toll Free:

Emergency:  

1800 187 584

Internet:

ABN:

Email:

Lic:

www.travelctm.com

52 005 000 895

2TA5518



Thursday 23 June 2022 12:23 - Sydney, NSW

Description Rates ex GST Taxes/Fees ex GST GST AUD TotalPre Pay

Ticket QF - B - Economy FLEX 258.04 28.20 28.62 314.86

11 Dec 22

MELBOURNE- 

Ticket QF - B - Economy FLEX 258.04 28.20 28.62 314.86

09 Dec 22

 MELBOURNE

Due 56.40 57.24 629.72516.08

Total Booking Cost Inc Pay Direct 57.24 629.72

30 Jun 22Final Ticket Date:
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Sydney NSW 2000

Australia

Level 13, 255 Elizabeth Street

Afterhours  

Toll Free:

Emergency:  

1800 187 584

Internet:
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Thursday 23 June 2022 12:23 - Sydney, NSW

For more information on the CTM Global Privacy Policy please refer to:
https://www.travelctm.com/global-privacy-policy/

CTM Global Privacy Policy

For both domestic and international travel we recommend you familiarise yourself with airline and hotel requirements around passenger vaccination
requirements, safety, face mask requirement and the need to produce evidence meeting airline/hotel and border control regulations in relation to a
negative COVID-19 test both for transit and final destination passengers. This information is subject to change without notice so we recommend you
update yourself in relation to the relevant airline/hotel/government policies for your entire journey at each of (i) the time of booking, (ii) as you approach
your travel date, and (iii) immediately before travel.
 
For International Travel it is the passengers responsibility to contact the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (“DFAT”) or visit their website
at https://www.smartraveller.gov.au for general travel advice, as well as specific advice (including safety alert levels) relating to the destination you wish to
visit or where you are returning to. You can also register your travel plans with DFAT, so that you may be more easily contacted in an emergency.
 
It is the passengers responsibility to familiarise yourself with the current status to Australia's immigration and border arrangements during the COVID-19
outbreak, available at https://covid19.homeaffairs.gov.au.

You acknowledge that you are choosing to travel at a time where you may be exposed to the Coronavirus. It is your own responsibility to acquaint yourself
with all relevant travel information, including applicable health risks. You acknowledge that your decision to travel is made based on your own
consideration of this information, and you acknowledge and agree that you are aware of, and assume responsibility for, the risks associated with traveling
at this time. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we accept no liability in relation to these additional risks

Travel Advice including COVID-19 Guidance.

Baggage is included in most fare types, please refer to your itinerary for the included baggage allowance on each sector of your booking. Please note
Platinum, Gold, Silver frequent flyer members may receive additional baggage concessions

DOMESTIC BAGGAGE

JETSTAR
Check-in for Jetstar flights leaving from any domestic Australian destination is a minimum (recommended 60 minutes) before your scheduled flight. Check
in opens 2 hours prior to the scheduled flights and closes 30 minutes prior to scheduled departure time.
http://www.jetstar.com/au/en/planning-and-booking/checking-in/web-check-in
NOTE: Check in for domestic flights departing from an international terminal closes 60 minutes prior to departure.
www.jetstar.com/au/en/planning-and-booking/checking-in/domestic
 
QANTAS
QANTAS domestic flights check-in closes 30 minutes prior to scheduled departure time - except for flights numbered QF2000-QF2299 and QF7000-QF7299
departing from Sydney, check-in time is 1 hour. Online check-in is now available for QANTAS and QANTAS Link Australian domestic bookings between 24
hours and 1 hour before your flight departure.
http://www.qantas.com.au/travel/airlines/checkin/global/en
 
VIRGIN AUSTRALIA
Virgin Australia domestic flights check-in closes 30 minutes prior to scheduled departure time. Virgin Australia online check-in is available and opens
24hours before departure of your flights. Passengers wanting to utilise this facility must present a print out of your boarding pass at check in.
https://www.virginaustralia.com/au/en/travel-info/bookings/check-in/

DOMESTIC CHECK IN (JQ/QF/VA)

E ticket identification required by airlines:
Photo identification that has been issued by the Commonwealth of Australia or an Australian State or Territory. Acceptable photo identification includes:
drivers license, passport, any state, territory or federal government issued card, company issued identification, or a student card. Qantas acceptable non
photo identification includes: credit card used to pay for the ticket, other credit or debit cards, social security card, QF club or frequent flyer card, certified
copy/original of a birth of citizenship document. All ID’s must be current and valid.

E-TICKET
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NPAV 2023 CALENDAR 
DRAFT MEETING DATES 
 

FEBRUARY 

18 Saturday TBC Women’s Executive Conference 

24 Friday 4.30pm Finance Committee, HO 

24 Friday 6:00pm Board of Management, HO 

21 Tuesday 11:59pm Deadline – AGMs, Motions, Nominations 

MARCH 

15 Wednesday 7:00pm 
Special Board of Management –  
Motions, Zoom 

24 Friday 6:00pm Board of Management – HO 

25 Saturday 10:30am State Council – Motions, Melbourne 

APRIL 

27 Thursday 4.30pm Finance Committee – Budget 1, Zoom 

27 Thursday 6:00pm Board of Management, Zoom 

MAY 

26 Friday 3.00pm Finance Committee – Budget 2, HO 

26 Friday 4:00pm Board of Management, Zoom 

27 Saturday 8.30am Annual State Conference 

JUNE 

23 Friday 6:00pm Board of Management – Budget, HO 

24 Saturday 10:30am State Council – Elections, Melbourne 

JULY 

27 Thursday 4.30pm Finance Committee, HO 

27 Thursday 6:00pm Board of Management, HO 

AUGUST 

25 Friday 6:00pm Board of Management, Zoom 

SEPTEMBER 

TBC TBC Federal Council 

21 Thursday 4.30pm Finance Committee, HO 

21 Thursday 6:00pm Board of Management, Zoom 

OCTOBER 

20 Friday 6:00pm Board of Management, HO 

21 Saturday 10:30am State Council, Melbourne 

NOVEMBER 

16 Thursday 4.30pm Finance Committee, HO 

16 Thursday 6:00pm Board of Management, Zoom 

DECEMBER 

8 Friday 4:00pm Board of Management, HO 

8 Friday 6:00pm Christmas Party, Melbourne 

9 Saturday 10:30am State Council, Melbourne 

22 Friday 5:00pm Head Office Closes 

 



Northern Approach 

1.	 �Take the M5 to the Fairford Rd exit which is marked with signs to 
Menai and Wollongong (please note that a toll is payable).

2.	 �Head south for approximately 14kms staying on Fairford Rd as it turns 
into Davies Rd, Alford’s Point Rd and New Illawarra Rd (all of these 
will be designated as Route 6). 

3.	 ANSTO will be on your left.

To Reception 

1.	 �Turn off New Illawarra Rd onto Rutherford Ave and proceed 
approximately 150 metres to a roundabout at the top of the small hill.

2.	 �Turn right at the roundabout and proceed approximately 550 metres 
towards the main entrance.

3.	 �Turn left before the main gate to enter the reception carpark.

To the Discovery Centre 

1.	 �Turn off New Illawarra Rd onto Rutherford Ave and proceed 
approximately 150 metres to a roundabout at the top of the small hill.

2.	 �If you are arriving by car, turn left (marked with signs to Motel Café) 
and then into one of the car parks immediately on your left or right.

3.	 �If arriving by bus*, turn left (marked with signs to Motel Café) and 
then park in the last bay of the car park on your left.

4.	 �Walk to the Discovery Centre which is directly opposite the Café next 
to Gate 19, using the footpaths and pedestrian crossings provided.

Southern Approach 

1.	 �Take the Princes Highway to Engadine then turn into Heathcote Rd 
which is marked with signs to Menai and Liverpool.

2.	 �Head west for 5.4 kms and turn right onto New Illawarra Rd for 1.8 kms.

3.	 ANSTO will be on your right. 

Contact 

RECEPTION
T: 02 9717 3111
F:02 9717 9210
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Reception

Parking

New Illawarra Rd

Directions to ANSTO  
Reception and Discovery Centre

* �In wet weather or if there are persons on your bus with mobility issues, please  
call (02) 9717 3090 for permission to park in the Discovery Centre forecourt.

Discovery
Centre

Bus parking area

Car park

Car park

Café

Discovery 
Centre 
forecourt

New Illawarra Rd

WEBSITE
www.ansto.gov.au

DISCOVERY CENTRE 
T: 02 9717 3090
F: 02 9717 9057 Pedestrian zone

Reception

Discovery Centre



 

 

Family Reunion Travel 

9 - 10 December 2022 

 Webster travelled with Dr Anne Webster MP December 9th, 2022, to Melbourne to attend  

The National Board of Management - Victoria Head office (please see attached) 

After the meeting Vic National Christmas Party – l13, 30 Collins St Melbourne 

Stayed overnight with Anne Webster MP  Melbourne  Melbourne  

Comcar was used for travel to from & to Airport. 

26 – 28 May 2023 

 Webster met Anne Webster MP in Melbourne on the 26 May 2023 they both visited the 
Victorian Heart Hospital in Blackburn  

Anne Webster shadow assistant minister for regional health. She is pushing for a catheterisation 
laboratory (‘cath lab’) to be established in Mildura and was referred to Dr  by Dr , 
who recently established a cath lab  

Anne &  then travelled to RACV Goldfields Resort in Creswick to attend NPAV Board of 
Management (please see attached) 

After the meeting Anne &  webster attended a Gala Dinner (The 2023 state conference) 

27 May – The 2023 State conference from 8.00 to 4.30  

Buloke time Page 3 

Comcar was used for travel  

28 May – Anne flew back to Canberra and  returned to   

 

22 – 23 June 2023 

21 June Anne &  were in Melbourne on personal matter  

22 June  accompany Anne to Canberra  

23 June Nationals trip to ANSTO Lucas Heights (see Attached) 

23 June Anne &  returned to  

Comcar was used for travel. 

 

 

 



 

 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 2022/23 
Agenda 
 
4:30pm 
Friday 9 December 2022 
Head Office 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Members: 
 

 
  

 
  

  
  

 
Dr Anne Webster MP 

  
  

 
 

                      
 
Officers in Attendance:  (State Director) and  (Assistant State Director). 
 
1. Meeting Opening 

1.1. Welcome  

1.2. Quorum 
1.3. Conflicts of Interest 

1.4. Apologies 

1.5. Minutes of the previous meetings 14 October and 31 October  

1.6. Matters arising from previous minutes 

 

2. Matters for Decision 

2.1. Memberships 

2.1.1.  New & Ceased  

2.2. 2023 Meeting Dates 

2.3. 2023 Conference Fees 

 

3. Matters for Discussion  

3.1. State Director’s Report  

3.2. State President’s Report  

3.3. State Leader’s Report  

3.4. Federal Report  

3.5. Finance Report  

3.6. Young Nationals Report  

3.7. Women’s Executive Report  

3.8. Committee Reports  

3.8.1.  Membership  

3.8.2.  Rules Revision  

3.8.3.  Policy  

 

4. Matters for Noting  

4.1. Correspondence  

 

5. General Business  

5.1. Other Business  

 

6. Next Meeting 

 

TBC Friday 24 February 2023, 6:00pm at Head Office  

 

7. Meeting Close 
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Email:  
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Budget Holes, Crumble Roads
“We don’t drive on the left side of the road, we drive on what’s left 

of them”. 

• Jade Benham MP and Shadow Minister for Roads and Road Safety Danny O’Brien.

projects this will ultimately 
cost lives at the end of the 
day,” said Mr O’Brien. 

“This is not a Budget that 
makes lives better but one 
that burdens Victorians with 
more debt, more taxes, and 
cuts to promised infrastruc-
ture projects. It is a Budget 
that divides Victorians instead 
of uniting them. 

”Regional Victorians are 
paying the price for Labor’s 
incompetence and life contin-
ues to get harder.” 

in the last year alone,” Ms 
Benham says. 

Ms Benham invited Shadow 
Minister for Roads and Road 
Safety, Danny O’Brien, to 
Wycheproof to inspect the 
desperately overdue repairs of 
the Wycheproof to Boort 
Road, along with many other 
crumbling roads that carry 
our food and fibre supplies to 
the city. 

“Without the correct in-
vestment into road mainte-
nance and rail freight network 

That is the strong message 
from the The Nationals’ 
Member for Mildura, Jade 
Benham, after more roads 
funding cuts in a brutal State 
Budget. 

Road maintenance funding 
has been slashed by 25 per 
cent from 2022 to 2023. In 
total, it has been cut a whop-
ping 45 per cent since 2020. 

“Regional Victoria’s crum-
bling roads will only decay, 
with funding cut from $702.2 
million to just $441.6 million 

Another Rushed Change 
to Interconnector West

The Victorian Government has taken another step to accelerate the 
Victoria-New South Wales Interconnector West (VNI West) project at the 
expense of Mallee landholders. 

diverts further north to a ter-
minal station directly East of 
Kerang before crossing into 
NSW. 

One of the signature pro-
jects of the Federal Govern-
ment’s Rewiring The Nation 
Policy, the final route of VNI 
West will still require plan-
ning and environmental ap-
provals. 

 
“AEMO has said it will 

continue ongoing consultation 
as it works to refine the 
route,” Dr. Webster said.  

 
“As I stated in Parliament 

last week, the consultative 
process so far has provided no 
social licence to the Labor 
Government to push forward 
with this project. The consul-
tative process has provided no 
confidence to Mallee con-
stituents so far and there is no 
evidence, despite the rhetoric, 
that it will do so. 

 
“Our farmers feed and 

clothe the nation, and in re-
turn their land is being treated 
as a dumping ground for bad 
policy by Labor Governments 
at Federal and State level, as 
well as AEMO.” 

AEMO mistakenly published 
their new route on Friday 
night before pulling it down 
because it was not intended to 
go up at that point. How can 
anyone have confidence in 
this entire process?” 

 
Option 5A will connect the 

VNI West to the planned 
Western Renewables Link at 
Bulgana in the southern part 
of Mallee; however, now 

“State Energy Minister 
Lily D’Ambrosio has used her 
powers to order the Australian 
Energy Market Operator 
AEMO to proceed with an-
other new preferred route for 
the project, Option 5A, fol-
lowing weeks of tokenistic 
and rushed consultation that 
has frustrated concerned 
farmers and communities,” 
says Member for Mallee Dr 
Anne Webster. 

 
“This is the second time in 

three months the Minister has 
used her power to push 
through with a Ministerial 
Order to control the VNI West 
plan, and cynically she has 
done this new order on a Sat-
urday to avoid the news cycle 
and any scrutiny. 

 
“Communities were al-

ready being railroaded into 
what was Option 5, now at the 
stroke of a pen AEMO has op-
tion 5A on the table. 

 
Absolute Mess 

“Capping off this absolute 
mess, the energy market oper-
ator and the Victorian Labor 
Government have made, 

• Dr. Anne Webster

• Students from Charlton College and other local stakeholders met with YACVic during their visit to Charlton.  (L-R) Rory White (Buloke Shire Council), Meaghan King (Charlton 
College), Cooper Boyle, Hugh Sait, Katherine Ellis (YACVic), Ned Zagame, Matt Allan (Northern District Community Health), Molly Meadows (North Central LLEN), Riya Rajesh 
(YACVic), Jane Hosking (North Central LLEN) 

Youth Affairs Council Members On Tour
The North Central LLEN in partnership with Northern District Com-

munity Health recently hosted a visit by Youth Affairs Council Victoria 
(YACVic) CEO, Katherine Ellis, and her team, to meet with young people 
impacted by floods across Buloke, Loddon and Gannawarra Shires last 
year as part of their submission to the Victorian Government Inquiry into 
the Victorian Floods. 

The visit included stops at 
Gannawarra, Boort and 
Charlton to meet with local 

youth and representatives 
from North Central LLEN and 
Northern District Community 

Health to talk about their ex-
periences, and also find out 
about some of the initiatives 

that have been undertaken as 
part of an Umbrella Grant to 
support young people as they 
recover from floods. 

Kerang 
In Kerang, Northern Dis-

trict Community Health Staff 
and members of the Sum-
merwave Organising Com-
mittee met with Ms Ellis and 

Boort 
Over lunch in Boort, a 

group of students from Boort 
District School, and Sum-
merwave performer Elias 
Lanyon met with the YacVIC 
team for an engaging conver-
sation about the impact of 
the floods on the Boort com-
munity, particularly young 

other members of the 
YacVIC team, explaining 
that the impact was immedi-
ately felt through the post-
ponement of the original 
Summerwave event in ear-
lier November due to the 
floods, and how an event 
such as this is can play such 
an important part in commu-
nity connectivity. • Continued on page 2.
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Could This Happen 
in Victoria? 

The ACT government has announced that it will 
compulsorily acquire ownership of the Calvary Hospi-
tal and property, demolish the building, and build a new 
one. 

More than 32,000 people and counting (as of 
29.5.23) have signed a petition that this proposal not 
be proceeded with. They are up in arms about the way 
this plan has been formulated;  they claim the acquisi-
tion is not being done according to the rule of law or 
on just terms.  44 years ago, the Commonwealth asked 
for Calvary to be established, and the lease has 76 years 
to run. 

A Bill for legislation was introduced on May 11, 
2023, and the compulsory acquisition is to be on July 
3. It is not disputed that governments can do compul-
sory acquisitions, but on just terms which, according 
to the ACT Land Acquisition Act 1994, Division 6.7, 
are to be determined by the Supreme Court or the High 
Court where the court considers that the acquisition is 
otherwise than on just terms. 

The ACT government is not following this course; 
it says it will do the compulsory acquisition and then 
work out the just terms later through regulation.  The 
government has suspended its own Standing Orders, 
which ordinarily provide for a two-month period of en-
quiry and reporting before the Assembly votes. 

The ACT government's decision is clearly not 
about service delivery or finance. An independent re-
view in 2018-19 found that the government-run Woden 

Hospital failed in more than 30 matters, which it had 
to fix before the registration was renewed. The hospital 
the government plans to build is estimated to cost $1 
billion, whereas the Little Company of Mary (the  
present operator of Calvary) has just finished building 
a hospital of comparable size in Adelaide for $350  
million. 

Why is the ACT government taking over and de-
molishing a hospital and building a new one? It accuses 
Calvary of having a routine which normally does not 
perform abortions. But abortions, which are day pro-
cedures, are carried out in the ACT by other medical 
providers, e.g., the Marie Stopes group. 

To get the other side of the story, we asked a GP 
doctor in Canberra for comment. She pointed out that 
there was a certain difficulty with referring a few 
patients who wanted a particular treatment which Cal-
vary failed to provide. 

The Prime Minister has been approached. Mr Al-
banese supports the decision of the Labor-Greens ACT 
government, and does not think it constitutes a prece-
dent that others might follow.  But is this false confi-
dence? 

Anyone following the Royal Commission on Sex-
ual Abuse, and particularly the Cardinal Pell saga, on 
ABC television, will know that every time that channel 
reported on the Commission it started off by showing 

a Catholic church. Yet the Commission was supposed 
to be considering abuse which went beyond religion, 
much less on faith and one representative of that faith. 
And the full High Court, unanimously, found that rep-
resentive not guilty according to Australian law. 

Without any need for a “conspiracy theory”, it can 
be found that the publicly-funded ABC is inclined to 
mount an attack on Christian beliefs in general. 

But let us stick to the example of the Calvary 
organisation. 

The Little Company of Mary through Calvary 
Health Care has established hospitals and residential 
communities throughout Australia. If we just take Vic-
toria, there are locations, including Bendigo and Bal-
larat, as well as other country areas. 

Looking at Calvary Bethlehem Public Hospital in 
Caulfield South it is, apart from its experience in Pro-
gressive Neurological Disease (such as Motor Neurone 
Disease and Huntington's Disease) and Specialist Pal-
liative Care, perhaps the nearest to Calvary Public Hos-
pital ACT. It is a leader, working together with local 
council and community organisations, in encouraging 
open discussion about dying and loss. It is a denomi-
national hospital which receives funding from the Vic-
torian Department of Health, and is accredited by the 
Australian Council on Health Care Standards. Its ser-
vices are vital to theVictorian community, supporting 
thousands of patients and their families each year. 

 The fear about Victoria, as well as other parts of 
Australia, is that a precedent is set which could have 
grave consequences for the other community groups, 
not just in that state but also around the country.

FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 2023

“Catherine also asked 
them about their recollections 
of the 2011 floods impacts,” 
said Ms Hosking.  

“Whilst the boys were very 
young at the time they had 
vivid memories including one 
boy re-calling being carried 
out of his home on a neigh-
bours’ shoulders to be rescued 
by the CFA and another 
speaking of his family’s ex-
perience  during the six 
months it took for their house 
to be repaired.”  

Umbrella Project 
The BLG Umbrella project 

provided support for young 
people across the Buloke, 
Loddon and Gannawarra 
Shires through the engage-
ment of a project team to co-
ordinate a range of activities 
between December 2022 and 
April 2023. 

This included the You-
Thrive Victoria Dreamseeds 
program in schools in late 

people at a critical time on the 
school calendar – the lead up 
to VCE exams. 

Charlton 
In Charlton, Year 10 

students from Charlton Col-
lege with their teacher 
Meaghan King, joined North-
ern Central LLEN staff and 
the YacVIC team to talk about 
their Geography project doc-
umenting the outcomes of the 
2022 floods and 2011 flood 
comparisons/learnings on the 
local business community 
from an economic, social and 
community perspective. 

North Central LLEN CEO 
Jane Hosking said it was great 
to hear about this timely pro-
ject, and also the way in 
which young people were ac-
tively engaged during the 
floods helping with sandbag-
ging for their neighbours and 
creating levies to protect the 
community. 

Youth Affairs Council Members On Tour
2022 to facilitate their work-
shop on resilience, aspiration 
and connection; financial sup-
port for the re-scheduled 
Summerwave Music Festival 
held in Kerang in February 
through the provision of free 
bus transport for young 
people living in Buloke and 
Loddon Shires to attend, and 
an activities area with staff 
from HeadSpace, YouThrive 
and Youth Take Over (YTO) 
available to connect with 
young people; and for “Sum-
merwave on Tour” in May 
2022. 

The remainder of the fund-
ing throughout 2023 will in-
troduce Phase One of the 
Live4Life program to our 
region empowering our rural 
communities to improve 
youth mental health and re-
duce youth suicide. 

For more information about 
the BLG Umbrella Project 
visit www.ncllen.org.au/um-
brella

• Continued from page 1.

Birchip Landcare Heads to the Zoo 
Birchip Landcare members made a trip to the Werribee Open Range 

Zoo this week, as part of their efforts to fight extinction of the Plains-wan-
derer.  

Zoos Victoria is undertak-
ing a captive breeding pro-
gram for this bird, the size of 
a quail, which is critically en-
dangered. 

 
A purpose-built breeding 

aviary opened at Werribee in 
2017, with Plains-wanderer 
chicks being born soon after. 
Captive breeding helps pre-
serve the species' genetic di-
versity and repopulate wild 
numbers. 

 
However, all of the Zoo’s 

efforts amount to nothing if 
there is no suitable habitat for 
the birds to be released into, 
and this is where the Birchip 
Landcare Group comes in.  

Landcare members have 
been raising awareness about 
the bird, so that there is a re-
duced risk of the birds being 
mistaken for quail and shot.  

With funding from the 
Mallee CMA over the past 5 
years, Birchip Landcare and 
Trust for Nature placed five 
“song meters” in three dif-
ferent suitable locations 
around Birchip. These record 
the bird’s distinctive call.  

Landcare president Brian 
Lea explains, “Landholders 
are now more aware that 
Plains-wanderers exist around 
Birchip. On two of the prop-
erties the song meters have 
picked up the calls of the 
Plains-wanderer birds. One 

such property recorded 108 
calls over a few days, which 
made the Birchip Landcare 
members very excited.” 

Birchip Landcare Group 
has been encouraging the 
maintenance and protection of 
the last remaining paddocks 
of native grasses in the dis-
trict, which are the habitat for 
the Plains-wanderer. 

Landcare president Brian 
Lea explains: “Plains-wan-
derers need native grasslands 
that are patchy and relatively 
open. Using closely managed 
grazing with livestock is an 
important way to maintain the 
complexity of the grasslands.  

“Generally, we lose the 
bird’s habitat when we crop 

• A sign developed by the Birchip Landcare Group.

• Male and female Plains-wanderer. Photo credit: D. Baker-Gabb. 

paddocks, as we lose the mix 
of plants that provide Plains-
wanderers with food. 

 
“We are looking forward 

to meeting with zoo keepers 
who have been working on 

the captive breeding program 
and learning more about these 
amazing birds.” 

 
The zoo trip took place on 

May 30-31 and was supported 
by Trust for Nature. 

This project is supported by 
the Mallee Catchment 
Authority, through funding from 
the Australian Government’s 
National Landcare Program.  

For more information con-
tact Birchip Landcare Group. 
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GRDC Farm Business Updates  
– Farm to Profit 

  
BIRCHIP Tuesday 6 June  

– Birchip Community Leisure Centre 
HORSHAM Wednesday 7 June – Horsham Golf Club 

 
Program starts 9.30 a.m. to 3.15 p.m. (doors open 9 a.m.)  
Morning tea and lunch provided, registration $30 per person. 
See website www.grdc.com.au/events/ for full events details. 
 
SPEAKERS AND TOPICS 
Making ‘good’ decisions today and tomorrow - Analysing contributions 
to profit: John Francis, Agrista 
Looking towards the future - Carbon emissions – a case study for the 
grains industry - Craig Hurley, Federation University 
Communicating your workplace expectations with employees – the 
induction roadmap - Denise McLellan, Denise McLellan Consulting 
Tax update - SMSF proposed changes and the world after Instant Asset 
Write-off – Local Accountant 
Highway to the “weather” zone - Natalee Johnston, Skilful Decisions 
Industry responds to labour supply challenges – 
panel discussion. 
 
 
 
Enquiries Ph 03 5441 6176 or  
email admin@orm.com.au or register at 
www.grdc.com.au/events/ 

FARM  
BUSINESS  
UPDATES

Senator Speaks 
on the “Voice”

(By Alison McEwen) 
Jacinta Nampijinpa Price, Senator for NT addressed the Victorian 

Nationals State Conference held in Creswick, on May 26 and 27.   

The attendees were inter-
ested to hear that it is esti-
mated that large numbers of 
the population do want the in-
digenous First Nation people 
to be included in the Preamble 
of the Constitution! This 
statement coming from an in-
digenous Senator who is a 
member of the Nationals, who 
in turn are saying Vote No to 
the Voice, was a surprise.  

Jacinta said this is the most 
divisive referendum ever held. 
In 1967, the referendum was 
on indigenous citizenship, re-
sulting on a majority “Yes”. 

Jacinta went on to say this 
principle (Recognition) should 
be separated from the princi-
ple of accessing the executive 
of Federal Parliament ( Rep-
resentation) – having the right 
to question the Executive.  

This means having a third 
layer of Government exclu-
sively for the indigenous 
people of Australia. Jacinta 
said this is racism, we are  
all Australians, who believe  
in equality of opportunity. 
Recognition in the preamble 
is a separate issue to Repre-
sentation directly to the Exec-
utive of Government that may 
bring High Court Challenges. 

Racism  
The referendum is encour-

aging racism. Jacinta said we 
are all Australians regardless 
of our ethnic background. She 
illustrated this by giving a pic-
ture of her multicultural back-
ground. Her mother, Bess 
Price, is a proud Warlpiri 
woman, who was born under 
a tree. Her grandparents were 
adolescent before they saw 
their first white person, and as 
a couple they decided to give 
this “new way” ago.  

As time passed, they re-
alised the fear of neighbour-
ing warring tribes coming into 

your camp at dawn to kill you 
and your family was no 
longer to be feared.  

Jacinta’s mother, Bess Price 
was promised as a second 
wife at 13. She said No, but a 
few months later she took up 
a partnership and became 
pregnant. From this difficult 
start, she went on to receive 
an education, university de-
gree, to be a Minister of the 
Crown and a leader in her 
community and further afield.  

Marrying a teacher, Bess 
raised Jacinta and her siblings 
to not have a “poor bugger 
me” attitude. Jacinta’s grand-
father taught her life is tough 
and hard – even though he 
had a period in jail – he still 
said “you are no one’s vic-
tim”.  

Alice Springs was a good 
community to grow up in.  
Jacinta enjoyed her home and 
school years there. Her sons 
enjoy pointing out that they 
are descendants from the 
Scots, Irish, Welsh, English, 
Scandinavian and even Mau-
ritius. Jacinta tells them they 
could make land claims on 
every continent in the world! 

Bullies 
Jacinta continued to say 

she believes that bullies have 
taken control of the country. 
Yes, incarceration rates are 
high among indigenous men, 
but it is caused by violence 
against their own people. The 
Voice is fostering “it is some-
one’s fault” – victim mental-
ity. Indigenous people are 
being taught to view them-
selves as victims – “not their 
responsibility to fix them-
selves”. This is being pushed 
by privileged indigenous 
people. It will be a Voice for 
them and will leave out the 
marginalised. They would 
rather maintain the status quo 

than changing lives. Jacinta 
encourages say “No” to racial 
divide. There has not been an 
audit on the billions of dollars 
spent of indigenous affairs – 
what works and what does not 
work.  

It would be better to ask 
each clan holding their land 
right what do they want. It is 
a human right to be treated the 
same.  

Currently, the land that has 
been awarded as land rights is 
controlled by bureaucracy, not 
by the people. It would be bet-
ter for the clan group to de-
cide whether they wanted 
mining on their land or not, or 
a family to buy and build their 
own home. Currently, eco-
nomic development is not en-
couraged. 

Treaty 
Treaty demands are not 

appropriate, as we have not 
had a war. A treaty comes 
after a war. Jacinta is con-
cerned that the situation that 
New Zealand is in will be  
duplicated here, e.g., at the 
beginning of the Covid pan-
demic when vaccines were  
in short supply, the NZ 
government decided on the 
basis that the most vulnerable 
will receive the vaccine first – 
those in aged care and seniors. 
The Maori Tribunal said 
“wait, we have vulnerable 
people” – the outcome was 
that in practice Maori young 
men were receiving the vac-
cine before others of greater 
need.  

Jacinta opposes the pro-
posed Victoria Treaty that any 
such Treaty may be detrimen-
tal to the right of landholders, 
water entitlements, use of 
National Parks and State 
forests.  

The Treaty advocates pro-
pose to reinvent the culture, 
Which Culture? Urban in-
digenous people have long 
since not lived to a particular 
culture. This opposition also 
extends to the introduction of 
separate seats for minority 
groups in the Victorian Parlia-
ment. 

Human Rights 
Jacinta spoke of her fight 

for the human rights of child-
ren. There are many children 
removed from families be-
cause of neglect into caring 
foster families. Many of these 
children are removed from the 
foster home at 7 years old to 
be placed with indigenous 
families whether they are suit-
able or not.  

This is in the name of not 
repeating the Stolen Genera-
tion – culture comes first 
rather than the rights of the 
child to a loving, caring, safe 
family. 

A Q. & A. session fol-
lowed Jacinta’s presentation, 
finishing with positive exam-
ples of indigenous enterprise 
accomplishments and `What 
can we do to help you?’ Un-
fortunately, time ran out for 
an answer on that question. 

Footnote: Most of the vot-
ing public of Australia want to 
“Close the Gap”, but is the 
Voice the way to do it? 

QUICK PUZZLE NO. 8074

ACROSS
1. Chips (5,8)
8. Vagrant (5)
9. Melodious (7)

10. Refuse (6)
11. Look (6)
12. Tree (5)
14. Escort (5)
18. Constellation (6)
20. Charm (6)
23. Blow up (7)
24. Set (5)
25. Figure (13)

DOWN
1. Condition (6)
2. Unsuitable (5)
3. Reduce (7)
4. Vow (4)
5. Cancel (5)
6. Transgression (7)
7. Morose (6)

13. Plug (7)
15. Toiletry (7)
16. Maintenance (6)
17. Flow (6)
19. Snarl (5)
21. Seat (5)
22. Only (4)

“Times” Crossword

• Solution next issue.

Surely Not  
 (The Editor, “The Times”) 
Dear Sir.– Another option. 

Now Option 5A. “The pre-
ferred option is a double cir-
cuit overhead transmission 
line between Victoria and 
New South Wales … Cross-
ing the Murray River, north of 
Kerang.” (Option 5 had 
crossed the Murray River at 
Echuca).  

 “The preferred option 5A 
is a variant identified through 
responses to the additional Con-
sultation Report published in 
February 2023. 5A presented 
fewer environmental constraints 
and avoids intercepting the 
Patho Plains – a grassland 
habitat known to support the 
endangered Plains-wander.  

“It also avoids passing 
near Ghow Swamp, a place  
of national cultural signifi-
cance…”  

Little to no comfort to the 
farming communities who 
woke to the news of Option 
5A. Option 5A minimally dif-
ferent to Option 5, a wider 
area now, but still impacting 
the same farming communi-
ties who have voiced their 
concerns loudly with over 500 
submissions detailing con-
cerns to their communities, 
livelihood and wellbeing, but 
now impacting additional 
communities, who haven’t 
been consulted.  

I wonder how they will 
learn about this devastating 

proposition being dumped on 
them? Will it be like us, via 
text message and facebook 
and whisperings in the com-
munity. AEMO’s chorus 
about transparency continues 
to be blatantly false. 

 What has not been ex-
plained is why a detailed re-
port, by independent experts 
in energy transmission, has 
been disregarded. Prof. Bruce 
Mountain and Simon Bartlett 
in a detailed report state that 

all that needs to be achieved 
with future renewable energy 
can be achieved in a more ef-
ficient and effective manner 
without AEMO’s proprosed 
transmission lines. AEMO 
simply must not be allowed  
to continue its “no care” 
course of destruction through 
regional Victoria.  

 

Regards, 
Glenda Watts 
Charlton  

Letter to the Editor

DISTRICT CATHOLIC 
CHURCHES 

“East Wimmera Parish” 

Birchip                 10.30 a.m.  
(Livestream out to churches 
without Mass) 
Boort                    10.30 a.m.  
(Livestream in)  
Banyena                 No Mass 
Charlton              10.30 a.m.  
(Livestream in)  
Donald                   8.30 a.m.  
St. Arnaud (Sat.)   7.00 p.m. 
Wycheproof          10.30 a.m. 
(Livestream in)   

Fr. Gerry Prunty 
0419 247 779 

Parish Co-ordinator  
– Noeline Hogan: 0476 617 976 

Church 
Notices

www.granite community 
church.com 

At Granite Church 
10.30 a.m. Service 
- Glenn Tungay. 

Baptist Union of Victoria

UNITING CHURCH 
(North Central Living 

Waters Cluster) 
Donald, 10 a.m. 
Wycheproof, 10 a.m. 
Birchip, 10 a.m. 

Contact Number: 5497 1033 
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“Times” Classifieds 
Phone Donald 5497 1222, Birchip 5492 2735  Email admin@buloketimes.com 

Deadlines:— Tuesday’s Issue: Classified advertisements (single column), 10 a.m. Monday. Display advertisements (2 or more 

columns), 3 p.m. Friday prior.  Friday’s Issue: Classified advertisements (single column), 10 a.m. Thursday. Display advertisements (2 or 

more columns), 3 p.m. Wednesday prior.

AMBULANCE 
PHONE NO. 

000

70 WOODS STREET DONALD - 5497 1211 

Congratulations  
Neale & Judy Postlethwaite
ON NEALE’S MOUSTACHE AND SUCCESS

Neale was outfitted • Vest • Pilbara Shirt • Bowtie  

• Thomas Cook Moleskins – and possibly jocks and socks  
as well, we’re not sure ;) – from Eddie Harris Mensland

Well done Neale - from the staff at Mensland

GENERAL 
DUTIES
O’Connors currently have an opportunity available in a General Duties 
position in Birchip.

In this position you will work predominately with the Service Department 
assisting the team with general building and yard maintenance, general upkeep, 
machinery checks, washing and maintenance of machines and vehicles.

You will also assist other departments with a variety of tasks when required.

Candidates will be competent, self-motivated, reliable and have the ability to work in a 
team, while being capable of working individually. Having an eye for detail and pride in your 
work will also be an advantage.

A strong commitment to our organisation is required to succeed in this role and the successful 
candidate will need to demonstrate:

• Time management skills, and the ability to work to a deadline
• Strong attention to detail

A driver’s licence is required. Forklift licence is desired but not essential.

This position is full time and based in our Birchip dealership.

90TH BIRTHDAY 
Alan Sands 

Congratulations and best 
wishes for your 90th birth-
day on Sunday, June 4. 

–With love from  
all your family. 

–––––––––––––––––––––

DEATH 
BAIRD.– Bill “Bunter”  
The Charlton Football 
Club wishes to pass on its 
sympathy to Julie, Clinton, 
Travis, Adam and families 
on the passing of Club Life 
Member, Bill. 
Bill was a former Presi-
dent of the club, commit-
tee member and long-term 
player. 

May he rest in peace

DEATH 
BAIRD.– Bill “Bunter”  
Deepest sympathy to Julie, 
Clinton, Travis, Adam and 
their families. 
It was a pleasure working 
alongside Bill at the Jeff-
cott Hotel, memories to 
last a lifetime. 

–Skye 
–––––––––––––––––––––

DEATH 
COLLINS (Kick).– 

Marj 
Passed away peacefully, 

in Donald,  
on May 31, 2023 

 Aged 83 yrs. 
Dearly loved wife of Jack. 
Loving daughter, sister, 
aunty and friend to her 
family. 

Now resting at peace  
––––––––––––––––––––– 

DEATH 
GOOD.– Darren “Keg”  
The Charlton Football 
Club wishes to pass on  
its sympathy to Darren’s 
family and loved ones on 
his passing. 
Darren played over 400 
games for the club, was a 
multiple recipient of the 
Club Reserves Best and 
Fairest, and a dual Re-
serves Premiership player. 

May he rest in peace

DEATH 
TAYLOR.– Avril Joy 

04/04/1937 – 29/05/2023 
Loved sister of Coral Hicks 
and Aunty of Stephen, 
Brett, Brenden and Pau-
lene and their families. 

Reunited with Ray  
––––––––––––––––––––– 

FUNERAL 
BAIRD.–  

A funeral service for Mr 
Bill Baird will be held at 
Connect Church audi-
torium, Bendigo, on Mon-
day, June 5 at 11 a.m.. 

Following the service, Bill 
will be laid to rest at the 
Bendigo Cemetery, to be 
followed by a celebration 
of his life at the Golden 
Square Football Club-
rooms, Golden Square. 
–––––––––––––––––––––

FUNERAL 
COLLINS.–  

A graveside service for 
Mrs. Marj Collins will be 
held at the Donald Lawn 
Cemetery, on Monday, 
June 5 at 11 a.m.. 

KELL FUNERALS 
ST. ARNAUD 5495 1043 

NFDA EST. 1860 

DONALD 
FIELD & GAME 

June 
Shoot 
75 ASF GRD 

SUNDAY, JUNE 4 
11 a.m. start 

Proudly sponsored by 
Regional Touring &  
The Jeffcott Hotel 

––––––––––––––––––––––– 

ARTIE’S HOME  
MAINTENANCE 

• Basic home repairs  
• Plaster repairs and painting 

• Insurance Work  
• Lawn mowing 

• Guttering cleaned • Pruning  
• Rubbish Removal • Odd jobs 

• Pressure washing 

Ph. 0431 323 709

 
 
 
  • Batteries • Brass 
  • Copper • Aluminium  
  • Cans, etc. 

Donald Scrap Metal 
& Recycling 

5399 2203 
0427 992 203

Scrap Metal 
Wanted 

Gardening and  
Pruning 

in Donald and 
surrounding towns: 

Complete garden mainte-
nance including specialist 
pruning services and paving. 
Qualified and professional 
with 25+ years’ experience. 
Contact David Barrance 

on 0413 782 303  
––––––––––––––––––––– 

HOGAN 
BUILDERS & 

CABINETMAKERS 
PTY LTD 

Quality . . . 
• Homes 
• Kitchens 
• Bathrooms 
• Renovations 
• Extensions 
• Cupboards 

Phone 0438 871 602 
or 5497 1602 

Master Builder members with 
over 25 years’ experience.

25 Racecourse Rd., Donald 

Now offering my 
valued customers 

Digitally Printed Signs 
- Gold Leaf - Safety Signs 
- Truck Doors - Lots More 

Phone 5497 1624; 
Mob. 0409 959 046

WHAT’S ON @ 
BIRCHIP CENTRAL 
MALLEE HEALTH

Central Mallee Health HQ 14 Cumming Ave, Birchip VIC

MONDAY’S 

- Osteopathy  
- Myotherapy  
- Strength & Conditioning 
- Youth Athlete Development 

Ph. 03 5032 2914 or book online 
www.centralmalleehealth.com.au

THURSDAY’S 

 

 
 

- Chiropractor 

Ph. 03 5482 2988 or book  
online www.n8health.com.au

ADDITIONAL UPCOMING SERVICES 

Wycheproof Outreach Myo - With Myotherapist Megan @ 
Wyche. Resource Centre Wednesday, July 26 - book with CMH. 
Your Skin Scan Melanoma & Skin Cancer Detection 
Wednesday, Aug. 3 - bookings https://www.yourskinscan.com.au/ 

Donald Outreach Osteo - With Osteopaths Lou and Jess @ 
Donald Family Clinic Thursday, August 31 - book with CMH. 

Professiononal Funeraal Home

OFFICE & CHAPEL Ph. 5452 1111  
39 Fitzroy St, Kerang  
info@adamsfunerals.com.au

Providing a caring and compassionate service  
to the surrounding districts 24 hour service.

Philip and Karen Davey

Shoppers, support your 

local traders — use them 

or lose them! 

 

FARM CHEMICAL USERS & 
1080 TRAINING COURSES 

June 14, 15 and 16, 2023 
SEA LAKE GOLF CLUB 

To register your interest please call South East 

Mallee Landcare facilitator Marissa Shean  

Ph: 0458 922 005  
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 FOR SALE BY TENDER 

“GLENLOTH” 

 2130 AC   AVOCA RIVER DISTRICT   862 HA 

VERSATILE CROPPING & GRAZING PROPERTY 

AS A WHOLE OR IN 3 SEPARATE LOTS 

(note: if not sold prior) 
Lot 1: “Glenloth” 503 acres, 4 main paddocks, 

260 acres sown to barley, balance natural pastures, 

shelter timbers, 4 stand wool shed, steel sheep & 

cattle yards.   

Lot 2: “South Block” 1127 acres, 5 paddocks, 

370 acres currently sown to barley, 130 acres 

lucerne, balance natural pastures.   

Lot 3: “North Block” 500 acres, 1 paddock, 

presently all native grasses and natural pasture.  

• Suitable to all broadacre dryland cropping 

• Proven livestock production (sheep & cattle), 

wool growing and finishing history 

• Typical Avoca River district soil types with good 

balance of red & grey loams 

• Well fenced with Wimmera Mallee pipeline  

connected, tanks & troughs included 

• Situated 14km east of Wycheproof, 20km north  

of Charlton with access to grain receival sites  

and store sheep selling facility. 

Historic “Glenloth” situated adjacent to the Avoca 

River provides an ideal opportunity to secure improved 

cropping and grazing land in this proven & renowned 

area. 

Tenders close 12 noon, Wednesday, July 12, 2023. 

Tender forms available from the selling agent. 

Elders Wycheproof  
03 5493 6400 
Jim Coffey 0419 830 682 
Kevin Thompson 0419 857 377 

FOR SALE  
BY EXPRESSIONS  

OF INTEREST 

CROPPING/GRAZING LAND 
MINYIP-LAEN DISTRICT 
321 acres (130ha) approx.  

• One main paddock.  

• Pipeline connected. 

• Typical Wimmera loam soils with growing  

wheat crop given in sale. 

• All weather road access. 

Expressions of Interest close: Friday, June 30, 2023 

at 4 p.m. Elders Office, 30 Scott St, Warracknabeal. 

All or any expression of interest not necessarily accepted. 
Further details and E.O.I. form contact selling agent.  

Elders Warracknabeal 
30 Scott Street, Warracknabeal 
Nick McIntyre 0409 180 016 

 

 

Donald & District Racing Club 

TRACK MANAGER 
A unique and exciting opportunity 
exists for a successful candidate to 
join the team at the Donald &  

District Racing Club as Track Manager, the role is a 
full-time position. 
The Track Manager will coordinate the preparation 
and maintenance of the Donald Racecourse racing 
and training surface along with the upkeep of the 
club’s grounds and facilities. The primary objective of 
the role is to ensure the needs of thoroughbred racing 
and training are met in compliance with Club and  
Industry standards. 
An understanding of the racing industry is preferred 
but not essential along with a turf maintenance  
qualification or demonstrated experience in a turf 
maintenance role together with strong communication 
and leadership skills. The successful applicant will be 
required to manage some casual labour and be 
available to communicate with key stakeholders within 
the club and thoroughbred racing industry as required 
as well as operate machinery. 
A full position description is available upon request 
by contacting the Club Manager - Ph: 0418 124 289 
(during business hours) or via email donald@country 
racing.com.au 
Applications (including covering letter, resume and ref-
erences) must reach the club before close of business 
Friday, June 9, 2023. Attention – Club Manager.

 
 
 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

Campus negotiable  

Nurse Unit Manager- Community Nursing 

Registered Undergraduate Student of Nursing 

(RUSON) 

Birchip 

Food and Domestic Service Assistant 

Associate Nurse Unit Manager 

Planned Activity Group Assistant 

Charlton 

Food and Domestic Service Assistant 

Donald 

Enrolled Nurse 

St Arnaud 

Registered Nurse 

Enrolled Nurse 

Associate Nurse Unit Manager 

Junior Food and Domestic Service Assistant  

Communications & Marketing Officer 

Wycheproof 

Enrolled Nurse 

Further information available at: 
https://ewhs.org.au/careers

 

SHEARING SHAK 
BARBER SHOP 
McCulloch St, Donald 

Ph. 0460 879 139 
OPENING HOURS 

 
 
 

 
Walk in - No appointment necessary 

Wednesdays        10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Thursdays            10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Fridays                 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Saturdays             8.30.a.m. – 1 p.m.

Dine-in, Takeaway  
&Home Delivery   

Phone orders 5497 1410

SPECIALS

DON’T WANT TO COOK? 
Too cold to go out?  

Did you know the Donald Hotel delivers? 

Mark and Raelene continue the Kelly 

and O’Halloran names, known and 

trusted for personal, dignified and pro-

fessional service for over 60 years. 

From two of the smallest family owned  
businesses in the Mallee.

MARK & RAELENE O’HALLORAN 
Funeral Directors AFDA

5492 2547

5032 1011
1 Morrison Street, Birchip 3483 

kellyfuneralsbirchip.com.au

GARRY QUIRK HAULAGE P/L

CARTAGE:      Gypsum                   Boral Products 
                       All Road Materials     Sand 
                    Grain

FOR HIRE: Cat Grader       Road Rollers      Semi Tipper  
                   4-Wheel Drive Front-end Loader 
                   Low Loader      Laser Level       Water Truck 
                   10-yard Laser Scraper

• New catchment dams. 
• Converting old dams to catchment. 

Specialising in Construction of Roads, Pads, Channels, 
Grading Fence Lines, Filling in Old Dams and Channels, 
Laying of Polypipe for Stock Troughs etc. 

PH. 5492 2361; FAX 5492 2841; MOBILE 0417 399 244

 

Bill Ower Real Estate 
Specialising in the sale and lease of rural  
and lifestyle properties throughout the  
Wimmera and Southern Mallee areas. 

 
ENQUIRIES INVITED. 

Bill Ower Real Estate 
2 Jardwa Crt, Horsham 3400 
Ph: 03 5382 3449  
or 0428 504 395

DCIRS Community Care  
Providing essential support to people in need 

➤ Domestic assistance       ➤ Personal care 
➤ Group activities               ➤ Respite care  
➤ Social, community & recreational assistance 
➤ Transport & assistance with appointments 
➤ Skills development 

 Office P. (03) 5497 1891 Office M. 0468 940 674  
Manager M. 0405 254 053 E. emily.mills@dcirs.com.au

   ABN: 50648590961                                                www.dcirs.com.au 

    

Donnellon’s 
Bulk Haulage

Pty Ltd 
BUYING ALL GRAINS 

BULK CARRIERS of . . . 
• Gypsum               • Fertilizer 
• Gravel                  • Woodchips 
• Road Base Materials 

Public Weighbridge 3008 
Phone Bill 
5492 2333  or  0428 136 483 

Trash to Treasure 
One person’s Trash is another’s Treasure! 

Turn your Trash into Cash by advertising it for 
sale in the “Times” classified pages. 
Phone the Donald office (5497 1222), 

or Birchip (5492 2735); 
Fax direct (5497 1407); or  

email advertising@buloketimes.com
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70 Woods Street, Donald — 5497 1211 

For Promotions, Specials and  
Competitions,      us on Facebook

OUTFITTING MEN SINCE 1959

Just ring or email mensland@iinet.net.au and we will deliver your order.

NORMALLY 
$320

CHECK OUT OUR DISPLAY WINDOWS
Designed by Senior Window Dresser, Courtney

WORK BOOTS by • MONGRELS Made in Australia  
• STEEL BLUE five styles and colours • BLUNDSTONE from 

Tasmania • ROSSI Style Endura 303 & Trojan • FROGGERS  
by THOMAS COOK Waterproof sealed • FXD Elastic Sides  

DRESS BOOTS by • R.M. WILLIAMS  
• THOMAS COOK • WILD RHINO • TWISTED

Isaiah
ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, DONALD

■  Permanent skip bins 
■  Short term skip bins 
■  Portable toilets 
■  Water trucks 
■  Light towers 
■  Generators 
■  Temporary Fencing 
■  Tilt tray transport 
■  Dingo mini digger

0488 197 032

info@bulokehire.com.au  
www.bulokehire.com.au 

Charlton 100 Years Ago
May 26 to May 30, 1923:

recital of the following were 
performed: ”I love God, and 
my country: I honour the flag. 
I will serve the King, and 
cheerfully obey my parents, 
teachers, and the laws.” The 
address was given by the 
headmaster (Mr E. J. Sprake), 
who expresses the great sig-
nificance of Empire Day, stat-
ing that we should be proud of 
the fact that we are Britishers. 
A novel item was the reading 
of the King’s Message to the 
children in the Elementary 
Schools of the Empire. The 
Queen’s message to the girls 
of the Empire was also read.  

Wooroonook Hotel for 
Sale: Messrs Thomas Mor-
row and Co, instructed by the 
Trustees, Executors and 
Agency Co. Ltd, executors of 
the late Thomas J. Streahorn, 
will offer by public auction at 
the Wooroonook Hotel, all his 
land, stock and effects, to-
gether with the hotel on June 
6. The land consists of allot-
ments in the township and 
parish of Wooroonook, on 
which is erected the 
Wooroonook Hotel, of 8 
weatherboard rooms, in addi-
tion to bar, bar parlour, store-
room and post office attached; 
with cart-shed, woolshed and 
drafting yards. In addition to 

the land, there will be sold 2 
horses, buggy, gig, furphy tank 
and trolly, 2 sets of harness, 
70 bags of oats, 2 cows, 1 pig 
and a quantity of groceries. 
The terms of the hotel and land 
are liberal, viz, one third cash, 
and balance within 3 years, 
with interest bearing 6 per cent. 

Mr and Mrs T. W. Mar-
tin announce that they have 
opened a Fruit and Confec-
tionery Business in Mc-
Connell’s Building, Clifton 
St, where every attention will 
be given to customers. 

Mr P. Francis begs to no-
tify the public generally that 
he has disposed of his 
Butchering Business to 
Messrs Hando and Cassell, as 
from 1st June. He thanks his 
numerous patrons and trusts 
the same will be extended to 
his successors. The senior 
partner is too well and 
favourably known to require 
any introductory recommen-
dation, and Mr Cassell, who 
for a number of years was 
with Mr C Procter, comes 
back to Charlton with many 
satisfactory reminiscences of 
his young days, spent in this 
town; and with credentials of 
a high class from Dandenong, 
where he has been in business 
during the last three years. 
There is plenty of opportunity 

in the trade for Messrs Hando 
and Cassell to establish them-
selves, and live up to the motto 
they have adopted of “Quality, 
Civility and Prompt Attention.” 

An enjoyable Concert was 
held under the auspices of the 
Presbyterian Ladies’ Guild. 
Musical items were rendered 
by Mr W. A. McGuffie (over-
ture), Miss Lily Robertson 
(pianoforte solo), Mrs George 
Cox (song), Miss Fitzgerald 
(pianoforte solo), and recita-
tions were given by Rev. W. 
G. Fitzgerald and Miss Ada 
Kirk. It was a bitterly cold 
day, but the tea was hot, and 
the cake delicious; the combi-
nation evoking great gratitude 
from the visitors, and hopes 
for the continued welfare of 
the refreshments committee, 
and ability to cater as delight-
fully at all future functions of 
a like sort.  

Charlton Agricultural 
Society: A meeting of the 
committee was held in the 
Mechanics’ Institute: Presi-
dent, A. J. White; vice-presi-
dent, A. R. Jenkins; C. Hando, 
secretary. There was discus-
sion re date of the show. A 
motion was put, that the show 
be held on 31st October, and 
carried, with a protest from 
Mr J. McEwen, that it would 
be three weeks too late. Mem-

bers were appointed to the 
Yard Committee, the  
Programme Committee, the 
Finance Committee, and the 
Concert Committee. 

Golf: The opening of the 
Golf season took place on 
Wednesday when a Mixed 
Foursome was played over 15 
holes, for trophies donated by 
the President (Mr A. J. 
White), first pair £1/1/- each; 
and Mr R. E. Finn, second 
pair 10/6 each. The weather 
was rather boisterous during 
the early part of the afternoon, 
but later the rain stopped, and 
the wind died down a little, 
and made the conditions ex-
cellent for golf. The course 
was in good order, and ex-
cepting for an odd casualty or 
two, losing balls in the Avoca, 
the majority of the 40 partici-
pants returned to the Club-
House with smiling faces, to 
partake of the afternoon tea, 
which was tastefully served 
by the president’s wife, Mrs 
A. J. White, aided by happy 
young lady members, who 
filled up the interludes eyeing 
one another’s new golf frocks, 
and discussing the good and 
indifferent shots. Mr John 
Windsor and Miss L. Klunder 
won, and Mr B. Green and 
Miss Thelma Frahm came 
second. 

At the Electoral Revision 
Court held at Charlton on 
May 25 ninety-seven new 
names were added to the list. 
Some of the Charlton names 
added were: Melva Austin, 
married; Ray Austin, store-
man; Mary Rogers Bannon, 
married; Eveline Black, spin-
ster; Roy Currie, millhand; 
Susan D’Alton, married; 
William Rees David, tele-
phone mechanic; Jane Finlay, 
married; George Flatman, 
farmer; William Foster, pack-
erman; Philip Francis, 
butcher; Evelyn Alice Rose 
Francis, married; George 
Hall, builder; William Halli-
gan, licensed victualler, Mar-
garet Halligan, married; 
Augusta Hayes, married; 
William Hayes, labourer; 
William Haywood, labourer; 
Frederick Jenkin, farmer; 
Allan Johnstone, salesman, 
Margaret King, spinster; Myr-
tle Kolle, spinster; Alice 
Lightfoot, spinster; Rhodesia 
Pretoria McConnell, spinster; 
Margaret Phillips, married; 
Percival Serpell, driver; 
William Soding, farmer; 
Frederick Street, accountant; 
Conrad Williams, bank 
manager; Eileen Williams, 
married; Isaac Wilmot, 
labourer; John Windsor jun, 
farmer.

At the A.N.A. rifle match 
on Tuesday evening, for the 
vice-president’s trophy, Mr 
M. Leehane won in the final 
from Mr J. Gane. 

Empire Day was cele-
brated at the school. During 
the morning a programme 
was carried out, consisting of 
lessons in history and geogra-
phy, readings, recitations, and 
songs of an Imperial and pa-
triotic character. The Higher 
and Elementary schools then 
assembled before the flag-
pole, where the ceremony of 
saluting the flag, and the 

(Information from “East Charlton Tribune”) 

• Wooroonook Hotel.
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Owen Duncan was born on 
the 14/04/1939 in Warrackna-
beal, the sixth child of 
Thomas and Madge Duncan 
(nee McClure) and brother to 
Jim (dec’d), Tom (dec’d), 
Carmel (dec’d), Paddy 
(dec’d), John (dec’d), Eliza-
beth and Bill (dec’d) 

He started school at St. 
Mary’s, Warracknabeal, and 
left at 15 years to become the 
night telephonist and tele-
grammer at Warracknabeal 
Post Office. This was the be-
ginning of over 50 years’ ser-
vice to Australia Post. 

In 1960 he moved to Mel-
bourne as a telegraphist and 
postal clerk. Whilst in Mel-
bourne he played tennis and 
cultured many lifelong friend-
ships through this association. 

Owen joined the CMF — 
36th. company transport Hor-
sham and Reynards Road 
Coburg catering corp — from 
1958 to 1964. He remem-
bered travelling to Horsham 
for parade nights and drills. 

Owen returned to War-
racknabeal in 1965 as a postal 
clerk. 

He finished working for 
Australia Post in 1995 when 
the Donald post office was 
privatised. Well, not exactly 
finished. He then worked for 
the new owner and then took 

on the rural mail run driving 
240km a day 3 days a week. 
Hitting a cow did not slow 
him down, he bragged that he 
could deliver mail at 30km/h 
into a 20lt drum. 

Owen married Marlene 
Nevill on 15/10/1966.  Ac-
cording to Marlene, they went 
out on a dare (her being the 
tallest in the exchange and 
Owen being the shortest). 
They courted in a mini minor. 

Owen and Marlene were 
blessed with 3 children, Ann, 
Steven and Kerry, 2 grand-
children Rikki-Lee and Isabel, 
and great-grandchild Sap-
phire. 

Sports 
Owen was always a keen 

sportsman – tennis, football, 
squash, table tennis, bowls 
and golf.  He was well known 
for his unique driving swing 
on the golf course.  Owen was 
told at Country Week table 
tennis that he couldn’t play 
with his home made bat as it 
had to be dark coloured, so he 
poured a bottle of ink over it. 
Every time he hit the ball his 
bat left a blue dot on the ball. 

Scouts 
Owen was a member of 

the Scouts Association for 
over 38 years, both as a Scout 

and then as a leader. He par-
ticipated in 3 Australian Jam-
borees.  

He remembers doing bottle 
drives to raise funds for the 
scouts and finding out who all 
the closet drinkers were. 

Lions 
Owen was a member of 

the Lions Club, his kids re-
member that their annual holi -
day always coincided with 
wherever the latest conven-
tion happened to be. 

Vehicles 
Owen had many vehicles 

over the years. He remembers 
his mini minor carrying a full 
size work bench home from 
Melbourne strapped to the 
roof of it. He could also fit 3 
bags of cement and a wheel-
barrow in the boot of it.  

His vehicle exploits 
continued recently when he 
transported a 6 foot plank of 
timber on the front of his go-
pher from Kerry’s house to 
the JGs. 

Close Calls 
Owen courted death on a 

number of occasions; 
• When Ann was a toddler 

she wanted an ice-cream, so 
badly that she opened the 
drawer that Owen had the lad-
der in front of. Down Owen 
and the ladder went breaking 

Owen Duncan, Man of Many Interests
On Friday, April 28, 2023, Owen Duncan was laid to eternal rest. A full 

mass was held in St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Donald, where his nephew 
Tom Duncan from Canberra ACT, read the following eulogy as prepared 
by Owen’s daughter, Ann Grant. 

• The late Owen Duncan.

all the louvre windows on the 
way and Ann was scooted 
along the floor trapped in the 
legs of the ladder. 

• Miraculously Owen has 
most of his fingers and toes, 
mind you not all of them are 
the original length. He tried 
many times to chop them off 
using power tools. 

• Owen used to trim the 
hedges of the churchyard. 
Used to! He cut through the 
hedge trimmer power cord 
three times. He boasted that 
God didn’t need him yet. 

• Owen attempted flight by 
unhooking a loaded trailer 
whilst standing in it, Marlene 
remembered seeing him being 
catapulted about 20 feet. 

• Another of Owen’s lives 
was saved due to the mystery 
of Physics.  He was driving 

home from his mail run when 
he heard a ting. When he 
looked in the rearview mirror 
a 60 ft. tree was across the 
road.   

The ting was the tree hit-
ting the UHF antenna 
mounted behind the drivers 
door.  Somehow it bent the 
antenna at 45 degrees but 
missed the ute.  This incident 
made the local paper. 

 
• In December 2017, Owen 

had a fall trying to play ten-
nis! This ended up with him 
in the Royal Melbourne Hos-
pital with a bleed on the brain. 
Thankfully he was operated 
on and made a slow recovery.  
Owen said after this fall he 
became an old man. 

We always said he had 
nine lives. 

 
Fashion Sense 

Owen’s fashion sense was 
a definite “if I can get it on 
I’m wearing it” style.   

As teens we remember 
Owen’s visits to the pool in 
his black and white checkered 
1970s togs, where he per-
formed his famous handstand 
dives off the 3-0 metre tower. 

We can also fondly re-
member him riding down the 
main street of Donald on a 
homemade dragster style 
pushbike wearing a purple 
“Bugs Bunny” skivvy, orange 
plastic rain poncho and a 
furry Cossack hat. 

Volunteering 
Owen always volunteered 

for working bees or put his 
hand up if anyone needed 
help.  Marlene always de-
clared if she wanted any work 
done around the house, she 
would have to call a working 
bee to get Owen to help. 

The kids never had new 
bikes. Their bikes were 
sourced from the tip and 
Owen rebuilt them to near 
new condition.   

Many children in Donald 
also had Owen bikes given to 
them for Christmas and birth-
days. Upon retiring from the 
bike building, Steven was 
helping him clean the shed. 
They built 20 bikes from all 
the spare parts and returned 
30 bike frames back to where 
they came from, the tip. 

Collector 
Owen was a collector, 

stamps, trains, coins, match-
box cars, bike frames, tools 
you name it, he collected it. 

Most of the family will re-
member his trains; not many 
of us have ever seen a com-
pleted layout. Owen was for-
ever creating, but never 
finishing them.  

We know he will have the 
complete layout setup already 
in heaven and stopping all 
stations to talk to anybody 
and everybody.  And we hope 
he doesn’t attempt to fix the 
pearly gates. Just leave it for 
St Peter’s maintenance men, 
Owie. 

The walks show-case our 
local area on the Wimmera 
Plains. I am pleased to inform 

you of the first two walks 
listed for 2023 and encourage 
your participation. During 

our walks we enjoy BYO 
morning tea. 

Sunday, June 4, Creswick 
Well and Banyena Cemetery 
(meet Grays Bridge Cemetery 
@ 10 a.m.). 

Our guide, Anne Hughes, 
from St. Arnaud Field Natu-
ralists, combined with the 
local knowledge of our mem-
bers is compiling a list of 
plant species found at 
Creswick Well. Being off-the-
beaten track, many small 
grasses and water plants have 
survived undisturbed. Many 
are listed as endangered under 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee 
Act; however as Anne says, 
“all are threatened and their 
survival precarious”. 

We will also visit the 
Banyena Cemetery which is 
rich in local history. 

Sunday, July 16, Rich 
Avon East Reserve and Swan-
water West Cemetery (meet at 
Rich Avon East Reserve, mid-
way on Grewar Rd, via Cope 
Cope @ 10 a.m.). 

Our guide and local histo-
rian,  Ann Dunstan, will share 
her knowledge of the area 
around Rich Avon East Re-
serve and the Salt Lakes which 
we explored in 2022. We will 
walk through Black Box for-
est rich in cultural heritage 
from times past and look over 
the lakes as the people of the 
Dja Dja Wurrung nation did. 

We will also explore the 
West Swanwater Cemetery 
which is also rich in local his-
tory and which may host rare 
plants, as cemeteries have 
been protected from grazing 
pressure and major soil distur-
bance. 

If you wish further infor-
mation ring Carol on 0499 
586008. 

Further walks are scheduled 
during August and September 
2023. 

Buloke and Northern 
Grampians Landcare 

Network  
There is a whisper that, 

thanks to funding from the 

Parks Victoria Volunteer In-
novation Fund, the BNGLN 
will  be hosting a Nature Fes-
tival in Spring this year.  

Named by the Dja Dja 
Wurrung as “galngga” (“cele-
brate” in Djaara language) the 
festival will include Arts, 
Music, Relaxation and Biodi-
versity on Dja Dja Wurrung 
Country. 

The program is still being 
put together, but this Festival 
is going to be “Awesome!” 
More details to follow. 

$$$  
It has been a busy month 

for Landcare Groups across 
the North Central Catchment  
as Landcare Victoria grant 
submissions closed mid May.  
Groups within the Buloke and 
Northern Grampians  Land-
care Network (BNGLN) have 
put in at least 5 projects but it 
seems the demand is twice 
that of the $300,000 bucket of 
money that is available. We 
will need to keep our fingers 
crossed.  

The BNG Landcare Net-
work has a membership of  
18 Landcare and other 
groups, generally located 
across those areas of the  
Victorian Shires of Buloke 
and Northern Grampians  
that lie within the North Cen-
tral Catchment Management 
Authority region. 

It is roughly centred on 
both the catchments of the 
Avon- Richardson River Sys-
tem, and the catchments of the 
Upper and Middle Avoca 
River. The Network’s purpose 
is to support community-
based Landcare, and the 
building of sustainable, rural 
communities and a healthy, 
diverse and productive envi-
ronment.  

We hope to keep you up to 
date with the activities of the 
groups throughout our region 
in a regular spot in the 
“Times”, or you can follow  
us on Facebook: bnglandcare 
network. 

Winter Wanders

• Carol Campbell, Evie Young and Anne Hughes exploring Creswick Well.

(from Prue McAllister)

With the exception of the COVID years, Avon 
Plains Banyena Landcare Group has organised 
the “Winter Walks” program for a number of 
years. 

bring you
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Each School Councillor 
was assigned a team of fami-
lies to complete various tasks 
around the school. These 
tasks included cutting up 
fallen timber, repaving areas, 
pruning garden beds and 
mulching them, cleaning 
spouts of debris, sweeping 
basketball courts and under-
cover areas as well as refilling 
sand pits. 

The availability of on-site 
child minding, delivered by 
the Student Board and other 
senior students enabled many 
parents to concentrate fully on 
the tasks at hand.  

We thank these students 
and the students who came 
along to work, for giving up 
their time. 

In the allotted two hours 
the 40 families achieved 
many of the items that were 
on their lists.  

The barbecue lunch that 
followed was enjoyed by all 
that could stay behind. 

Birchip P-12 School Coun-
cil thanks all that came along 
to help improve our facilities. 

Garden Beds 
Through the State Schools 

Agriculture Fund, six large 
garden beds were purchased 
for use by the school commu-
nity. These garden beds were 
filled with loam during the 
working bee. Each grade in 
the junior section has been al-
located a garden bed for its 
use. As written in the applica-
tion, the students are to sim-
ply, “grow stuff”. 

Regional Cross  
Country 

Sienna Richmond and 
Grace McAuliffe travelled to 
Warrnambool on Monday, 

May 29, to compete in the 
next stage of the School Sport 
Victoria Cross Country repre-
senting the Greater Western 
Victoria Region. 

Both girls performed ad-
mirably, battling icy winds 
and running on a wet hilly 
course with intermittent 
showers experienced during 
the morning. 

 Sienna completed the 3km 
course in a time of 13:38 
finishing 20th out of 55 com-
petitors. Qualifying time for 
State was 13:02. 

 Grace completed the 2km 
course in a time of 10:57 
finishing 46th out of 55 com-
petitors. Qualifying time for 
State was 9:32. 

 It was great to see Sienna 
and Grace training regularly 
together over the past month 
in preparation for this event. 

 Congratulations girls. 

Working Bee
In a back to the future moment, Birchip P-12 School Council held a 

working bee on Sunday, May 18 , 2023.  

• Brad Sharp (left), Lachlan Randall, Jack Randall (back to camera), Andrew Barber and 
Tyren James enjoying their tasks.

• From left, Dave Walsh, Dale Poyner, Jarrod Tyler, Shan Coffey and Brad Ryan filling the 
new garden beds.

• Left to right, Kim Driscoll, Connely Ryan, Fiona Best, Kylie Walsh and Karlee Haslam 
trimming the garden.

• Steve Bourke and Tanya Hogan mulching the garden beds.

• David Ferrier and 
Cameron Ferrier cleaning 
up the Ag plots.

• Sienna Richmond (left) and Grace McAuliffe, at Regional 
Cross Country Championships in Warnambool.

• Jon Haslam and Robbie Lee relevelling pavers.

BULLETIN

Ensuring Contact 
for Horse Owners

Victorian horse owners are being asked to take a simple step for a spe-
cial friend and register for a Property Identification Code (PIC). 

Agriculture Victoria Mana-
ger Livestock Traceability 
Ben Fahy said PICs provided 
horse owners an extra level of 
protection during emergen-
cies. 

“If there’s a flood, fire or 
disease outbreak, we may 
need to reach out with con-
cerns specific to your animals, 
or for emergency relief and 
recovery activities within an 
impacted area,” Mr Fahy said. 

“Getting a PIC is quick, 
easy, and free via the Agricul-
ture Victoria website – all 
that’s required is your contact 
details, the number of horses 
and the parcels of land where 
they’re kept.” 

All Victorian properties 
with livestock, including 
horses, are required by law to 
have a PIC, an eight-character 
code essential for contact and 
traceability purposes. 

dates from Agriculture Vic-
toria to horse owners.” 

Livestock owners should 
regularly review their PIC de-
tails, and update any changes 
that have occurred such as 
change in property address, 
species of livestock or 
changes to personal details. 

When livestock are offered 
for sale, given away or 
bartered via online or print 
media, the PIC of the property 
at which the livestock are kept 
must be included in the adver-
tisement. 

Register for a Property 
Identification Code today at 
agriculture.vic.gov.au/horsepic 
or call 1800 678 779.

“PICs are required whether 
you keep a horse for recre-
ational, agricultural or com-
petitive purposes – even for 
your brood mare in the pad-
dock,” Mr Fahy said. 

“When horses are on agist-
ment away from home, it’s es-
sential that those properties 
have PICs, which can be ap-
plied for by the horse owner 
or service provider.” 

Based in Warrnambool, 
Katrina Routson is one of 
Australia’s largest Friesian 
horse breeders and said that 
PICs provided peace of mind 
in case of emergency. 

“If a bushfire comes 
through someone would 
know that we have animals,” 
Ms Routson said. 

“PICs also provide an ex-
cellent way to receive key up-

Printed and published for the 
proprietors by Robin Letts, at 
the office of “The Buloke 
Times”, 6 McCulloch Street, 
Donald. 



Birchip-Watchem v. 
Wedderburn 

Birchip-Watchem enjoyed 
an entertaining day of hockey 
at the Wedderburn field, win-
ning all the competitive games 
played throughout the day. 

Minkey: The minkey Bulls 
once again had excellent num-
bers of keen and eager players 
available to take on Wedder-
burn. From the start, the Bulls 
demonstrated excellent team 
play, positioning well and 
making space to enable a num-
ber of attacking shots on goal.  

Coach Julie McClelland or-
chestrated a number of calcu-

lated rotations and positional 
changes allowing everyone 
great opportunity for develop-
ment. Wedderburn worked 
hard in defence throughout the 
match, but the Bulls’ prowess 
shone through in attack.  

Birchip-Watchem awards: 
Ivy Bourke (Birchip News-
agency), Zayvier Saggers 
(Christie Family). 

For Wedderburn: Spartan 
Noordennen, Sahara Hanson. 

Under-12s: Despite the 
chilly morning at the Red-
backs’ home ground, the 
under-12 team was eager to 
take to the field. The Bulls 
helped bolster the Redback 

ranks, lending three players so 
a full field game could be 
played. 

The competition was fierce 
for both teams and although 
the ground was slightly 
rougher than the Bulls were 
used to, they controlled the 
ball well. Jed Coffey finished 
off some great team play with 
the first goal. The Redbacks 
attempted to slow down the 
Bulls’ march but they couldn’t 
shut down  their run and at-
tack, as Archie Tyler scored 
the second goal to make the 
final score 2-0. 

All of the players played to 
the best of their ability and 

those playing for the opposi-
tion gave their all with impres-
sive attack and defensive skills.  

Birchip-Watchem awards: 
Jack McAuliffe (Bulls can-
teen), Jed Coffey (BWHC). 

Wedderburn awards: Flynn 
Lonza (canteen), Jai & Izayah 
(Choc). 

 
Under-15s: Birchip-Watchem 

played its Wedderburn coun-
terparts in brisk conditions on 
Saturday.  The Bulls started 
the game in attack, with Noah 
Dean running the ball into the 
top of the D and hitting a long-
range goal within the first few 
minutes.  The Bulls continued 
to attack, with Willow Ryan 
and Noah Dean combining 
well together to exert pressure 
on the Wedderburn defence. 
Good passing from the Bulls 
found Beau Haslam in a per-
fect position to tap the ball in 
for the Bulls’ second goal.    

The Bulls had much of the 
play in the first half, with well-
executed teamwork creating 
many opportunities to score. 
Charlie Barber took a strong, 
hard hit on goal early in the 
first half, but was denied by 
some great defence by the 
Wedderburn goalie Bastian 
Noordennen. The Bulls were 
able to win the ball back 
quickly and were determined 
not to allow the Redbacks a 
chance to score. This pressure, 
together with some great pass-
ing in the D, saw Lana Angel 
tap the ball in for the Bulls’ 
third goal.     

The Bulls’ Jack McAuliffe 
and Ollie Cook combined well 
in the centre to produce more 
scoring opportunities for the 
Bulls.  Zali Angel was a con-
stant threat in the D for the 
Bulls scoring a fantastic goal 
shortly before half-time.   
Wedderburn was able to get 
into an attacking position late 
in the second half, earning a 
short corner.  However, this 
was thwarted by some great 
defensive work from Noah 
Dean and at half time, Bulls 5 
led Wedderburn 0.   

The Bulls did not release 
the pressure on the Redbacks 
in the second half. Ollie Cook 
ran the ball into an attacking 
position from the whistle and 
found Beau Haslam in the D, 
who was able to score another 
goal for the Bulls.     

Although Wedderburn tried 
to challenge the Bulls’ goal, its 
efforts were frustrated by Jack 
Knights, who was able to win 
the ball and send it back into 
the forward half.    

Kobe Hamilton and Ollie 
Cook were creating some 
space in the forward line and 
both had shots on goal de-
fended early in the second 
half.  Noah Dean had a good 
shot on target defended by the 
Redbacks, however, Birchip-
Watchem’s relentless pressure 
saw Kobe Hamilton hit a great 
goal.    

The Bulls maintained the 
pressure on Wedderburn, with 
several goals scored in the last 
ten minutes of the game. Char-
lie Barber scored two goals in 
quick succession, hitting the 
ball hard from the top of the D.     

This was quickly followed 
by another goal to Noah Dean, 
his second goal of the game 
and the Bulls’ tenth . The Bulls 
were on a roll, with Eva Cof-
fey winning the ball back from 

Wedderburn almost immedi-
ately. Eva passed the ball to 
Noah, whose lifted shot was 
on target for another goal to 
the Bulls. Their final goal of 
the match was scored from a 
good hit by Charlie Barber.   

The final whistle saw 
Birchip-Watchem 12 defeat 
Wedderburn 0.      

Birchip-Watchem awards: 
Kobe Hamilton (Bulls Can-
teen), Jack Knights (Sharp’s 
Bakery) . 

For Wedderburn:  Jacob Ward, 
Aidan Wingfield, Keysya 
Pamboedi. 

 
Women: Birchip-Watchem 

got off to a flying start in the 
women’s contest. Dominating 
possession and surging into at-
tack early, the Bulls' first goal 
came from a dashing run from 
Taina Brooks who evaded nu-
merous defenders before push-
ing the ball past the 
goalkeeper to open the scor-
ing. Steph Coffey followed up 
soon after, benefiting from a 
textbook cross from Bridie 
Reid to deflect the ball in from 
close range to make the score 
2-0. 

Wedderburn’s Shelby Gior-
lando (on loan from Wyche-
proof-Narraport) and Neve 
Nisbett were prominent in the 
midfield for the home team 
and instigated some entries 
into the Redbacks’ attacking 
half. The Bulls’ full-backs 
Tylah Haslam and Hannah 
Kemp were up to the chal-
lenge, however, and cleared 
the ball away from danger. 

Birchip-Watchem was re-
lentless for the remainder of 
the first half and applied 
plenty of scoreboard pressure. 
Allie Knights proved to be a 
dangerous presence at wing 
for the Bulls. Along with pro-
viding a link-up target for her 
teammates bringing the ball 
down the field, she also 
charged to the post when the 
ball approached the goals. From 
this position, Knights tapped 
home the Bulls’ third goal.  

The Bulls benefit from the 
presence of several young 
players willing to play multi-
ple matches per day and per-
form with seemingly endless 
energy. Two of these were 
Beau Haslam and Zali Angel, 
each of whom had played two 

netball matches in the morning 
as well as the U15s hockey 
match. Both girls had an influ-
ence on the women’s match, 
Beau showing great attacking 
flair to advance her team’s 
position on many occasions. 
Zali alternated from playing 
deep in defence to deep in at-
tack and hit a strong goal to 
round off the half fabulously 
for the Bulls, giving them a 4-0 
half-time lead. 

Despite the deficit they 
faced, Wedderburn entered the 
second half determined to stay 
in the contest. They had a 
dream start to the half, with 
Giorlando carrying the ball 
over half the field before 
smashing a fabulous goal. The 
Redbacks were jubilant but 
would surely be wishing their 
hometown girl was in the red 
and black every week. 

Carlie Turnbull was solid at 
full-back for Wedderburn and 
frequently sent 16-yard hits 
back to the other end of the 
field. Turnbull was ably sup-
ported by goalkeeper Cassan-
dra Marr who blocked many 
of the Bulls’ shots and pro-
vided useful direction to her 
teammates. 

Birchip-Watchem con -
tinued to attack relentlessly 
but could not break through 
for another score. Their strong 
first half was the difference and 
propelled them to a 4-1 win.  

Birchip-Watchem awards: 
Taina Brooks (Jamilca), Han-
nah Kemp (Andrew and Sarah 
Barber). 

For Wedderburn: Carlie 
Turnbull (Wedderburn Hotel), 
Shelby Giorlando, Channel 
Dandenhorst. 
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• Birchip-Watchem’s Taina Brooks takes control of the ball 
and heads into attack against Wedderburn last Saturday.

Birchip-Watchem 
v. Wedderburn 

A dominant final quarter 
was the highlight for Birchip-
Watchem reserves who 
recorded a resounding 90-
point win over Wedderburn at 
Donaldson Park on Saturday. 

The match held extra sig-
nificance for Birchip-
Watchem as Matt Ryan made 
his 200th senior appearance 
for the club. Such milestones 
are not easy to achieve, with 
more than ten full seasons of 
service required. Matt had to 
wait even longer for his mile-
stone after missing a season 
and a half due to the 2020 and 
2021 season cancellations. 
Teammates and family mem-
bers looked on with pride as 
Matt broke through his ban-
ner, joining his father Tony as 
a 200-game player for 
Birchip-Watchem. 

The two teams last met in 
2022’s first semi-final, with 
Birchip-Watchem sneaking 
home by nine points in what 
was a hard-fought and close 
encounter. The early signs in 
this match suggested a similar 
contest might be in the offing, 
with the teams trading blows 
and neither able to gain an 
early ascendancy. 

Matt Lockhart was a talis-
man for Wedderburn in the 
ruck, dominating hit-outs and 
giving his midfielders first 
use. Wynn Harvey and Luke 
Last were among the on-
ballers on the end of Lock-
hart’s taps, and full-forward 
Gerald Riley was the chief 
beneficiary. A long-time tor-
mentor of the Bulls’ backline, 
Riley began the game 
strongly with two first-quarter 

goals. Kicking against a 
swirling breeze, Birchip-
Watchem had some early op-
portunities but only registered 
one goal through Riley 
Doran. The Redbacks led by 
four points at the first change. 

Birchip-Watchem relished 
the wind assistance in the 
second term and stamped its 
authority on the match. Bodie 
Colbert and Ben Hogan were 
sublime in the midfield for the 
Bulls, not only racking up 
possessions at will but deliv-
ering it with excellent preci-
sion and judgement. The 
Bulls’ forward line of Callum 
Goode, Riley Doran and 
Tison Wiantara each benefited 
from the silver service, help-
ing their team register four 
goals for the quarter. 

Wedderburn battled to stay 
in touch as their midfielders 
struggled to earn possession 
and the Bulls’ backline shored 
themselves up after the Red-
backs’ first-quarter attack. 
Wedderburn managed just 
two behinds for the quarter 
and the Bulls looked in con-
trol at halftime with a 23-
point lead. 

Birchip-Watchem con -
tinued to surge in the third 
quarter, with Colbert and 
Hogan continuing to domi-
nate the midfield and Alex 
Noonan providing the ideal 
linkup across half forward. 
Goode, Doran and Wiantara 
continued to share the spoils 
in the forward line, kicking 
with impressive accuracy in 
addition to their strong mark-
ing and crumbing. The Bulls 
added five more goals for the 
quarter to continue their run 
of scores. 

Wedderburn tried valiantly 
to stay in touch and Lockhart 
continued to be a standout in 
the ruck. Gerald Riley broke 
through for his third goal to 
break the Bulls’ scoring streak 
but the game was slipping out 
of reach with the visitors lead-
ing by 47 points at the final 
change. 

Despite Wedderburn’s best 
efforts, the floodgates opened 
for Birchip-Watchem in the 
final term. Bodie Colbert’s fit-
ness came to the fore as he ran 
out the game superbly, 
streaming away from clear-
ances with ease. The Bulls’ 
forwards feasted on the fre-
quent opportunities, with 
Goode bringing his personal 
goal tally of the day to five, 
while Doran and Wiantara 
kicked three. Ben Hogan and 
Jak Goldsmith also got in on 
the action kicking two goals 
each. 

Altogether, Birchip-Watchem 
piled on eight last quarter 
goals while Wedderburn man-
aged only one through Chris 
Hargreaves. The Bulls would 
have finished the game well 
pleased with the 90-point vic-
tory. 

 
Finals scores: Birchip-

Watchem 18.12.120 defeated 
Wedderburn 4.6.30. 

Best for Birchip-Watchem: 
Bodie Colbert (Nutrien Ag), 
Ben Hogan (Wimmera Mallee 
Accounting), Alex Noonan 
(Birchip Hardware), Riley 
Doran (Birchip Hotel), Tison 
Wiantara (Birchip Motel). 

For Wedderburn: Matt 
Lockhart, Wynn Harvey, Jai-
dyn David, Luke Last, Gerald 
Riley, Sam Carroll. 

• Matt Ryan with nephew Hughie Keane in his 200th game.

Reserves Football

Keep Abreast 
with Local 

Happenings! 

Don’t forget Your 
Local Newspaper 

Available from all district 
newsagents, or direct from 

the “Times” Offices, Donald or 
Birchip; or ring the Donald 

office (5497 1222) to arrange 
email or postal delivery.
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Auskick at Wedderburn 
While it seems the list of players in the under-

age grades of North-Central football are decreas-
ing to a problematic level, you wouldn’t know 
from the numbers and enthusiasm of the young-
sters in the Auskick game at half-time of the 
Birchip-Watchem and Redbacks senior game at 
Donaldson Park.  

Young up and coming stars gathered on the sidelines eager 
with anticipation from well before the start of the senior game, 
champing at the bit for their chance to take to the field and pro-
vide the crowd with some wholesome half-time entertainment. 

Under the watchful eye of umpires, Clint and Carleigh 
Turnbull, from Wedderburn, the players from both clubs had 
lots of fun getting their hands on the ball and trying for that 
elusive specky and goal scoring opportunity. • Carleigh and Clint Turnbull umpiring Saturday’s Auskick game.

And there was no golf on 
the Thursday, again because 
of the wet, but it was lovely to 
get some moisture back on the 
course. 

The winner of Saturday’s 
golf was Peter Barbetti with 
41 points. Just shows the 
beauty of the handicapping 
system that allows an old 
codger to compete against the 
younger bombers.  

Runner-up on 38 points, 
Peter Kelly. 

Matt Clarke had a birdie 
again on the second hole, 
Matt birdied it last week. 

The Donald Auto Elec-
trical sponsored nearest the 
pin on the third went to Matt 
Clarke. 

No one claimed the seventh. 
Robert Burton’s Donald Me-
chanical and Tyre Service was 
won by, yep, Robert Burton. 
Bendigo Bank sixteenth went 
to Luke Kelly. 

Because we were playing 
off the ladie’s tees, I heard 
Matt Livingston was going to 
put his drive on the scrape on 
the ninth hole. I guess he must 

have really lunged into it, as it 
only went ten metres. 

I believe the ball snatching 
crows have lodged a com-
plaint of harassment against 
the captain for chasing after 
them on his Harley Davidson 
lookalike machine! 

A golfer asked his golf 
professional this question: “I 
have recently developed a 
tendency when chipping to 
become nervous about the 
shot, and I can feel my left 
hand trembling. 

“When I actually play the 
shot, my right elbow feels 
very weak and I tend to sag at 
the knees, and the follow 
through is spoilt by the club 
falling from my hands.” 

The pro told him he has 
Partridge’s Disease and 
should see a doctor immedi-
ately, or take up a game in 
which a severe disability 
does not matter, like English 
Test cricket! 

This weekend is a big one, 
the first round of the club 
championship. So come along 
and play your best golf.

However, they were all 
outdone by the two men who 
played. Winner on the day 
was Luke Kelly on 73 on a 
count back from his father 
Peter. Well done boys. The 
putting was won by Beris Jones 
and Peter Kelly with 22 putts. 

Maree Cullen dominated 
the nearest the pins, winning 
Donald Auto Electrical’s 3rd, 
Weir’s 7th, and Donald Me-
chanical & Tyre’s 14th. Nelia 
Allen took the trophy on the 
Community Bank’s 16th. 
Winner of the silver spoon 
was Maree Cullen. I think 
we’ll have to swab this lady! 

Four ladies represented 
Donald at Wedderburn’s Pink 
Lady Day, but weren’t among 
the winners except for Debbie 
Burton, who took out the 
trophy for the best two shots 
on the 6th. However, they did 
manage to win on the spin-
ning wheel and in the raffle.     

Next week’s events:                                                                       
Monday: Nine holes social 

golf. 10 a.m. hit off.                                                                                  
Wednesday: The Fourth 

and final round of the club 
championship, stroke, putting 
and the silver spoon. This will 

be sponsored by Donald News-
agency  

Thursday, June 15: Donald 
Gymkhana, 4-bbb Stableford, 
with assembly at 10 a.m. for a 
10.30 hit off. 

 

Highlights and  
Lowlights  

Maree Cullen left her 9 
iron chipper behind on the 9th 
and she reckons everything 
went downhill from there, but 
by the look of the results, it 
didn’t make any difference. 
Kerry Raven couldn’t buy a 
putt today, but her tempera-
ment was quite extraordinary 
considering. Jenni Campbell 
must have been slightly con-
cussed on the fourth after 
Maree Cullen hit her on the 
head with the flag stick, be-
cause her golf deteriorated 
after that and she kept forget-
ting her score.  

Next week we will be cel-
ebrating with our club cham-
pions by having dinner at the 
Jeffcott Hotel (one of our 
sponsors) at 6 p.m. 

“There is no golf shot so 
simple that it can’t be messed 
up.” 

Down the Middle?
The third round of the Club Championship, sponsored 

by Love Your Travels saw eleven ladies vying for the prize.   

(By “Ivor Hooke”) 
This week’s golf news is sponsored by Harding-

ham’s Plumbing. News is a bit short, due to a smaller 
than usual turnout on Saturday, and no one played 
Sunday owing to the showery weather. Last Sunday, Rodney Ben-

nett, Michael Blencowe, Neil 
Slocombe, Mark Bowen and 
Heather Hogan played in the 
Kara Kara men’s pennant day, 
held at St.Arnaud. 

Congratulations  to St. Ar-
naud on winning the event.  
And thank you to Heather for 
filling in for Birchip.   

As a result of pennant 
being played last Sunday, 
there was no golf.      

Veterans’ day was held at 
Birchip on Tuesday, with 8 
competitors, and the club  
thanks the women for cater-
ing.       

At Wednesday golf this 
week, Heather Hogan was the 
winner with 78 nett, and run-
ner-up was Maureen Trollope, 
coming in with 80 nett.    

The least putts for the day 
was won by Sue Noonan with 
26.   

Nearest the pins were: 
Number 3 (Birchip Cafe) Di 
Lehmann; number 7 (Birchip 
Newsagency) Michael 
Blencowe; number 11 
(Hogan’s Transport) Maureen 

Trollope; and number 17 
(Birchip Automotive) 
Michael Blencowe.  

After the second round of 
the ladies’  championship, 
Heather Hogan is leading “A” 
grade with 189, and Sue Noo-
nan is leading “B” grade on  
229.   

Following the golf, players 
enjoyed a lovely afternoon tea 
to finish off a friendly and en-
joyable day.   

If there are any ladies out 
there who would like to try 
golf, please get in touch with 
Di Lehmann, Heather Hogan 
or any club members.  They 
are very flexible, will help you 
learn and can provide clubs. 

Next week is another busy 
week, starting with the men’s 
championship next Sunday.  

The men’s championship 
runs for the four Sundays in 
June.    

On Wednesday the ladies’ 
play stroke,  third round of the 
championship, second round 
of the Silver Spoon and the 
Monthly Medal.    

Good hitting.    

Birchip Golfers Busy
Birchip golfers have again been busy with 

social and competition golf days happening 
throughout the week, for both the men and lady 
golfers.  

May 1. Fire. The fact that 
the stables at the rear of Swan-
son’s Hotel were ablaze was 
forcibly communicated at 
about  8.30 on Friday night by 
the ringing of the fire bell and 
the appearance of a dense 
cloud of smoke. The local fire-
men promptly answered the 
call, and really smartly work 
was done by the brigade. It is 
alleged that an unfortunate ine-
briate had chosen the loft 
wherein to sleep. The fire, 
when discovered had a strong 
hold, all the top of the building 
being destroyed, the damage 
being estimated at 130 pounds. 
The stables beneath and the 
floor of the loft were slightly 
damaged and the save effected 
by the brigade was a good one. 
Several horses in the stable, to-
gether with a quantity of har-
ness were removed to safety. 
The building was insured by 
the Norwich Union Company. 

May 4. Football. Rupa-
nyup v. Donald. The above 
match will take place at Rupa-
nyup tomorrow, when the 
Donald team will include 
several promising new players. 
The trip will be made by car, 
and players are reminded that a 
start will be made from the 
Post Office at 1 o’clock sharp. 
Team to be chosen from the 
following; Nolan, Mitchell, 
Wadeworth, Howley, McGrath, 
Holland, Backway, Mc-
Conville, Peel, Baker, M. 
Moloney, Cameron, C and M 
Boschen, Nichelson, Humphreys, 
Hood, H. Pope, Harris, Hicks, 
Cummings, Power. Any sup-
porter wishing to make the trip 
should notify the secretary. 

May 8. Obituary. The Late 
Mr Duncan Cameron. The 
news of the death of Mr Dun-
can Cameron will be received 
with regret throughout the dis-
trict. Deceased, who was for 
many years a valued employee 
of Mr T. O. Guthrie of Rich 
Avon Station, resigned his 
position there on account of ill-
health some four or five years 
ago. Since this time his health 
had gradually failed, his death 
taking place in the Stawell 
Hospital some day last week. 
He was a conscientious and 
competent worker and a first 
class sheepman, fairly revelling 
in his occupation. Among his 
hobbies was the training and 
exhibiting of sheepdogs and 
trotting horses, with which he 
achieved considerable success. 
He was a keen judge of a rider 
and personally was held in high 
esteem by all with whom he 
was acquainted .During the 
opening season of the local 
freezing works he had charge 
of the delivery of lambs. His 
death will be greatly regretted 
more particularly in and around 
Donald. 

May 11. Cows in the Corn. 
“It is a position which has often 
arisen before” said Mr C.W. 
Basset, at a meeting of Donald 

stood trial for the murder of 
Sullivan and was executed. 
Shortly before he went to the 
scaffold he confessed he had 
also killed Forbes. What Byrne 
did with Forbes’s head he would 
not say and nobody knew. 

May 22. No Daylight 
Train Service. At the recently 
held conference of Shires inter-
ested in the proposed daylight 
train service on the Melbourne-
Mildura line, the daylight train 
proposal was defeated. The 
majority favoured an alterna-
tive service___ three night 
trains a week but the Commis-
sioners’ representative said this 
would cause serious disloca-
tion of service connections 
along the route and was there-
fore regarded as impracticable. 
It was then decided to urge the 
Commissioners to provide one 
or two additional trains each 
week, these to be run in day-
light with the present service to 
remain as it is. 

May 25. Exceeding the 
Speed Limit. At the Birchip 
Police Court, Constable Sloane 
proceeded against Thomas Di-
amond, motor mechanic, 
Birchip, for having driven a 
motor car in Cumming Avenue 
at a speed dangerous to public 
safety. Constable Sloane said 
that, when questioned as to the 
speed of the car, he said that he 
may have been doing over 15, 
he was not travelling at the rate 

computed by the constable, 
namely 20 to 25 miles per hour. 
Diamond did not appear in 
Court and a fine of 2 pounds 
was imposed. 

 
May 29. ‘Phone-Grams. 

Innovations contemplated by 
Mr Gibson, Postmaster 
General, promise to afford 
much needed improvement to 
the telephone and telegraph 
services. It is intended almost 
immediately to introduce a sys-
tem by which telegrams ad-
dressed to a person who is a 
telephone subscriber will be 
immediately telephoned to the 
addressee, instead of being de-
livered in the ordinary way. At 
the various telegraph offices, 
responsible clerks will be de-
tailed to telephone the mes-
sages as they are received. In 
addition to a ‘phone gram the 
message will be delivered by 
the first mail following receipt. 
Another proposal which should 
find favour relates to the dis-
patch of telegrams by the tele-
phone subscriber.  

Arrangements are being 
made to enable a subscriber to 
ring up the nearest telegraph 
office and dictate a telegram 
for dispatch to any part of the 
Commonwealth. The cost of 
the message will be debited to 
the subscriber in the same way 
as local and trunk line calls are 
now recorded. 

wheat growers on Friday last,  
“but I’d like to ask Mr Picker-
ing, in view of the fact that the 
town cows are having the time 
of their lives on the wheat sold 
to the corporation to the local 
mill, whether the local millers 
pay for it at ingoing or outgo-
ing weight. Is the loss theirs or 
ours?” Mr Pickering replied to 
the effect that the wheat was 
paid for at ingoing weight and 
that the loss was the millers’. 

May 15. The Progress of 
Litchfield. At the last council 
meeting Cr. Burton pointed out 
that two stores were being built 
in Litchfield. The building 
being erected by Mr A. Can-
nard was located on a portion 
of Mr Melican’s property, and 
it had been pointed out that it 
would be necessary to have a 
gate put in to allow of entrance 
to the store from the new 
Government platform at the 
station. He would move that 
the Council support Mr Can-
nard’s application for this con-
venience. Cr Lavery seconded 
the motion and congratulated 
Cr Burton on the growth of the 
Litchfield township. 

May 18. An Old Tragedy 
Recalled. The recovery of a 
human skull by Mr. James 
Hall, farmer of Waita Wella, 
while fishing in a dam on the 
Jeel Jeel road recalls an old 
Stawell sensation. The skull is 
believed to be that of the victim 
of a murder at Deep Lead more 
than 30 years ago. The headless 
body of a man named Forbes 
was found at the time, but the 
head was never traced. Hall left 
the skull on the bank and noti-
fied the police, but when they 
went to the dam there was no 
sign of the skull. Mounted-con-
stable Williamson waded 
through the dam and raked the 
bottom thoroughly but without 
success. It is thought that 
somebody had carried the grue-
some relic away and Superin-
tendent Lineham has directed 
the police to continue en-
quiries. Old residents of 
Stawell remember the fear then 
when the body of Forbes was 
found. He had been living with 
a vicious fellow named Byrne. 
One dark night he called at the 
tent of a man at Glenorchy, and 
camped there. Next morning he 
disappeared early. Later in the 
day Forbes’s body, hacked and 
slashed was discovered. Evi-
dently he had been murdered 
before Byrne arrived at the tent 
referred to. Byrne was traced to 
Rupanyup, where he was ar-
rested on the charge of having 
murdered Forbes. He main-
tained a defiant attitude for 
some time until he was accused 
of the murder of a man named 
Sullivan at Wickliffe some 
months before the death of 
Forbes. The Crown had evi-
dence which satisfied it that a 
charge in regard to the Wick-
liffe murder would be more 
convincingly proved and Byrne 

Blast from the Past
(From the “Donald Times”, May, 1923) 
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to this was the many misses, 
five points to be exact. St. Ar-
naud was in complete control. 
Morgan got one back for 
Donald late, but St. Arnaud 
went into the fourth quarter 
with a 54-point lead. 

Three-quarter time scores: 
St. Arnaud 11-13, Donald 4-1.  

Donald had the breeze in 
the final quarter and needed to 
get a move on if it was going 
to challenge the Saints. 
Donald was trying hard, but 
St. Arnaud’s football skills 
were now on full display for 
all to watch. Gorrie kicked the 
Saints’ 13th and 14th, the 
game was virtually over. 

St. Arnaud finished off the 
quarter for four final goals 
and Donald with two late 
goals, showed great courage 
and never-give-up attitude. St. 
Arnaud showed all spectators 
a dominant display of their 
football skills. 

Wyche.-Narraport v. 
Nullawil 

Nullawil met Wycheproof-
Narraport in the NCFL round 
6 game. These two very suc-
cessful neighbouring clubs 
haven’t met in over 70 years. 
Wycheproof left the Tyrrell 
League for North Central in 
1952 and Narraport in 1953. 

The reserves had a good 
contest.  Pressure was high 
and both defences were on top 
for most of the day. Lachlan 
Braine and Dude Kelly got 
lots of the football and deliv-
ered to forward line. The tight 

Demons’ defence and poor 
kicking accuracy meant 
Nullawil didn’t optimize scor-
ing opportunities. At the main 
break it was 3.1.19 to 4.5.29. 

 
Jarrod Taylor showed 

patches of skilful play and 
kicked two goals. Jeremy 
Vearing and Matt Hogan ap-
plied relentless pressure on 
the opposition all day. Nul-
lawil increased its lead at every 
break, with a good last term.  

Wycheproof-Narraport 3.5 
(23) was defeated by Nullawil 
8.14 (62). 

Reserves Football

• Nullawil’s Angus Forrester spoiling Demon Ben Brennan’s  
marking attempt, with Jarrod Taylor  ready for the crumbs. 

• Donald’s Semi Lutua is pursued by St. Arnaud’s Ash 
Craddock.

Wedderburn v. 
Birchip-Watchem 
The Bulls started the 

match well against Wedder-
burn at its home oval and 
dominated the game for the 
duration. 

Samuel Hogan was win-
ning the majority of the ruck 
contests and the Bulls rovers, 
Riley Hogan and Charlie 
Frank, were dominant in the 
middle of the ground, con-
stantly driving the ball for-
ward. This created 
opportunities for the Bulls’ 
Connor Boyle, who was en-
joying a glut of possession in 
the forward line.   

When Wedderburn threat-
ened, Harry Cook was strong 
in defence and prevented the 
Redbacks from scoring.  At 
the end of the first quarter, the 
Bulls dominance was re-
flected on the scoreboard as 
they led the Redbacks 7.6 (48) 
to 0.0 (0).   

In the second quarter the 
Bulls continued their attack-
ing play.  Harry Cook took a 
great overhead mark in front 
of goal, and passed it off to 
Josh Woods, who then con-
verted. Noah Dean was mop-
ping up in the backline for the 
Bulls and clearing the ball 
well. Wedderburn’s Robert 
Whyman was playing well 
and taking some great over-
head marks, but the Bulls 
were still limiting their oppor-
tunities to score. At half-time, 
Birchip-Watchem 13.11 (89) 
led Wedderburn 0.0 (0). 

The Redbacks were re-
warded for their efforts in the 
third quarter, with Robert 
Whyman scoring their first 
goal.  However, the Bulls 
continued to build their score, 
with Josh Woods and Connor 

ing the footy well and making 
life hard for his opponents. It 
was unfortunate to see Brodie 
Cross come off with an in-
jured knee and he is wished a 
speedy recovery.  

Wycheproof-Narraport 
17.10 (112) defeated Nullawil 
4.2 (26). 

Best for Nullawil were Sol 
Kelly, Max Fawcett, Brody 
Kelly, Rhett Hogan, Charlie 
Mitchell. 

Goals: Sol Kelly 2, Les 
Cooper, Tiger Vearing. 

Best for Wycheproof were 
Oliver Daykin, Lachlan Hall, 
Heath Senior, Angus Cowell, 
Tom Allan. 

Goals: Heath Senior 10, 
Locke Coles 4, Dylan Cook, 
Jacob Harrison, Oliver Daykin. 

Donald v. St. Arnaud 
The players were greeted 

by a cool cutting wind favour-
ing the Charlton Road end, no 
rain, sun ever so trying to get 
through the clouds – ground’s 
surface in pristine condition.  

Coach Godkin, although 
conceeding that St. Arnaud is 
having a very positive season, 
was quietly confident that 
Donald under-17s would play 
a style of football to give a 
good account of themselves. 
Godkin had also added a 
“serious acquisition” for the 
day’s game to the coach’s 
box, the ever-inspiring Ross 
Young. Godkin was hoping 
this great Donald player’s 
never-say-die attitude and his 
ability to get his hands on the 
hard ball will rub off on his 
players, plus his overall foot-
ball nous. 

St. Arnaud kicking with 
the breeze was quickly into 
attack, but after 5 minutes of 
continuous attacking were 
kicking points only. Finally 

Boyle continuing their domi-
nance. At three-quarter time 
the score was 17.16 (118) to 
1.0 (6). 

The Bulls’ scoring ma-
chine ran rampant in the final 
quarter, scoring a further 10 
goals and maximising their 
opportunities. At the end of 
the game, Birchip-Watchem 
27.19 (181) defeated Wedder-
burn 1.0 (6). 

Awards for Birchip-
Watchem: Riley Hogan (Noo-
nan Tyres and C & R 
Colbert), Charlie Frank (TMC 
Enviro), Connor Boyle 
(Birchip Café), Noah Dean 
(Sharp’s Bakery) 

Awards for Wedderburn: 
Nathan Crow Williams (Fish 
N Chip), Beau Harrell (Carol 
& George Cunningham 
Award), Will Cunningham 
(Wedderburn College Can-
teen), Tyson Blair (Melinda 
Springthorpe Choc). 

Wyche.-Narraport 
v. Nullawil 

The smaller Nullawil boys 
kept in touch during the first 
half of the match and were 
able to generate some attack-
ing opportunities. In the 
second half, Wycheproof-
Narraport dominated, widen-
ing the gap on the scoreboard, 
while limiting Nullawil’s 
scoring opportunities. Sol 
Kelly played well all match, 
able to shark the opposition 
ruck taps and get the ball 
rolling Nullawil’s way. Will 
Gilchrist worked hard and 
never gave up, laying lots of 
tackles and smothers to make 
life hard on his Wycheproof-
Narraport opponents. Rhett 
Hogan was strong in the back 
half, cutting off a lot of kicks. 
Cooper Kelly played his best 
under- 17s’ game yet, attack-

St. Arnaud kicked three quick 
goals through Torney, Needs 
and Hilton, opening up a 19-
point lead.  

Donald suffered an early 
setback when Griffiths fell 
heavily in a ruck duel on his 
back and needed to be helped 
off. 

Jesse Lyndom kicked one 
for Donald, then St. Arnaud 
steadied to kick three quick 
goals in the last 10 minutes of 
the quarter to go to quarter 
time with a 28 point lead. 

St. Arnaud 5.5, Donald 1.1.  
Donald kicking with the 

breeze, Berry, Anderson and 
Morgan were starting to have 
an influence on the game; 
Berry kicked truly followed 
quickly another to Donnellon 
and Donald was in the game. 

A silly 50 metre penalty 
against Anderson enabled 
Gorrie to kick St. Arnaud’s 
sixth goal, thus halting Donald’s 
momentum. Donald’s good 
early work was now a tad 
wasted. The scribe noticed 
that assistant coach for the 
day, Young, was continually 
in coach Godkin’s ear, but St. 
Arnaud went into half time 
with a very handy 25-point 
lead. 

Half time scores: St. Ar-
naud 6-8, Donald 3-1.  

St. Arnaud opened the 
third quarter continually at-
tacking their goals, but three 
misses, one a sitter from Tor-
ney, was not doing them the 
justice that they deserved. The 
leg speed from both teams 
had gone to another level. 

Morgan and Berry were 
battling hard for Donald, but 
in a blaze of forward thrusts, 
the Saints kicked goals 
through Torney, Hilton, 
Greenaway and Gorrie, added 

Under-Seventeen Football

• Nullawil’s Sol Kelly is  under pressure from Wycheproof-
Narraport’s Spencer Sheahan, as he prepares to drive the 
Maroons into attack during last Saturday’s under-17 game.

Final scores: St. Arnaud 
18-15 defeated Donald 6-3. 

Final Observations 
St. Arnaud was far too 

good, great football skills, 
very impressive. Donald 
never gave up – Berry, Ander-
son, Morgan leading the way. 
Speaking to coach Godkin 
after the match, although dis-
appointed, continued to be 
positive for his group. 

The scribe suggested that 
he should continue to have 
experienced footballers, or 
even ex-footballers in his box 
to support him. Being a Tiger 
supporter, the scribe sug-
gested that maybe he should 
try and contact the latest Rich-
mond coach who recently left 
the coaching ranks. Just a sug-
gestion! 

Best Donald: Perry, Grif-
fiths, Anderson. 

Best St. Arnaud: Donald, 
Needs, Gorrie. 

Best for Nullawil: Lachlan 
Braine, Dude Kelly, Jeremy 
Vearing, Matthew Hogan, Jar-
rod Taylor. 

Best for Wycheproof-Nar-
raport: Thomas Trewin, 
Rowan Jones, Daniel Allen, 
Alexander Hogan, Matt Hall.  

Donald v. St. Arnaud 
(from “Keep Punching”) 

In a very open entertaining 
game of football, Donald re-
serves had their second win of 
the year, hopefully getting their 
season back on track. 
The day had become very 
cloudy, the sun trying to peek 
through, no rain, slight breeze 
(2-3 goals), the ground in great 
nick, again no excuses for the 
42 players. 

Speaking to coach Webb be-
fore the game, he strongly sug-
gested that Donald needed to 
win, also stating that while St. 
Arnaud was winless in 2023, 
Donald was not travelling that 
well either – Donald’s win was 
certainly not a lay down mizere! 

This scribe was privy to be 
near coach Webby and 
Donald’s favourite baker, talk-
ing tactics, and when they were 
asked if there were any updates 
for the scribe, he was politely 
told to get on his bike. 

The first 10 minutes of the 
game was very even, Heslop 
opened Donald’s account after 
a very strong mark. Dicko then 
marked a long way out but 
missed, soon after Heslop 
kicked his second. Donald had 
started very well.  
Bailey Burke marked strongly, 
but he also missed from a long 
way out. St. Arnaud was attack-
ing, but its forward entries were 
very messy. Bailey Burke was 

getting his hands on the pill, but 
his disposal up field was disap-
pointing, and along with Hes-
lop were prime targets for the 
Royal Blues. Both teams added 
late goals to end a very enter-
taining opening quarter. Quar-
ter-time scores: Donald 3.2, St. 
Arnaud 2.2. 

Again the second quarter 
opened with fast open footy. 
Nat Clark saved a certain goal 
then copped one across the 
chops, and he was still feeling 
the pain having a beer after the 
day’s play. Dion Hawkes con-
tinues to show his football 
brains creating many forward 
opportunities. Carl Leach 
kicked a goal from a mark in 
the square and St. Arnaud hit 
the front. Brenton Dixon again 
marked, again missed. 

Gav Beckham was a rock 
for the Blues in the backline, 
the overseas recruit had the 
media box buzzing from a snap, 
just missing. Although a low-
scoring first half, the game was 
very entertaining on the eye. 

Half time scores: Donald 
3.6, St. Arnaud 3.5. 

“Dicko” finally got on the 
board kicking his first, he cer-
tainly has not lost his turn of 
speed. St. Arnaud then replied 
through Leach, Donald now 
leading by a goal. Schofield, 
showing great leg speed and 
football skills, passed to Heslop 
who kicked his third, giving 
Donald a very handy two-goal 
lead. The ball zipped up and 
down the last 5 minutes of the 
quarter, the third quarter ending 
with Donald holding a very 
handy 9-point lead. 

Three-quarter time scores: 
Donald 6.6, St. Arnaud 4.9. 
Donald with the breeze was 

hoping to put St. Arnaud away 
early, but when St. Arnaud drib-
bled one through it was a 3-
point game. Semi nearly again 
snapped a goal, he certainly 
does create a buzz.  

The game was now develop-
ing into a bit of a slog, the legs 
of all players now becoming 
very heavy – lack of fitness 
kicking in. A wonderful kick 
from Berry found Morgan, who 
gave Donald some breathing 
space, Berry then missed twice, 
Donald hanging on to a 14-
point win. 

 
Final scores: Donald 7.11 d. 

St. Arnaud 5.9. 

Best Donald: Green, Hes-
lop, Beckham, Dixon, Hawkes. 

Best St. Arnaud: Torney, 
Lowe, MacDonald.  

Final Observations 
Very open, entertaining 

game with both sides having a 
real crack; all in the media box 
agreed with this state of play 
old hands – Beckham, Dixon, 
Hawkes, Green and Clark – 
showing that they all still have 
plenty to offer the DFC in 
2023. As coach “Webby” 
stated before the game, 
Donald reserves really needed 
this win to start a positive 
month of football. 
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Wyche.-Narraport v. 
Nullawil 

Heading south to its 
nearest and dearest neigh-
bour, Wycheproof-Narraport, 
Nullawil players were warmly 
welcomed by the friendly old 
foes at the gate. 

The under-14s were on a 
mission to beat their school 
mates and under the strict 
guidance of Coach Simone 
Fawcett, the girls did not put 
a foot wrong and went on to a 
strong win. Nullawil 37 de-
feated Wyche.-Narraport 9. 
Best players were Lana 
Fawcett and Willow Vearing. 

The under-17s held a rea-
sonable lead until the last 
quarter when the Demons 
came back for a late chal-
lenge. To Nullawil’s credit the 
girls steadied and were helped 
by the 12-minute quarter, and 
were able to take the four 
points. Jessie Fawcett goaled 
beautifully under pressure, 
whilst the Humphrey twins 
were unstoppable in defence. 
Nullawil 36 defeated Wyche-
Narraport 30. Best players 
were Jessie Fawcett and Gra-
cie Humphreys. 

The “C” grade ladies are 
enjoying their netball as they 
go along in their usual happy 
manner. Regan Kelly controls 
the game with her energetic 
drive, whilst Kate Fawcett’s 
accuracy in goals is outstand-
ing. Amy Smith, Liz Theo-
harethes and Gabby Ives are 
working very well together in 
defece by not allowing their 
opponents to receive any easy 
passes. 

Nulawil 61 defeated 
Wyche.-Narraport 18. Best 
players were Amy Smith and 
Liz Theoharethes. 

The “B” grade was a tough 
game. Rachael Smith and 
Alex Doran were strong in de-
fence and relished any oppor-
tunity to send the ball back to 
Holly Fawcett and Steph 
Cooper, who both goaled with 
confidence. In a percentage-
boosting game Nullawil 47 
defeated Wyche-Narraport 25. 
Best players were Alex Doran 
and Rachael Smith. 

The last game of the day 
was where the two neighbours, 
“Coach Loz” and “Coach 
Duff” had their girls pumped 
up for the big hit out. The Ma-
roons jumped out of the 
blocks early with a good lead 
which they managed to con-
trol. But with some accurate 
shooting in the final quarter 
the Demons managed to nar-
row the winning margin.  Bad 
luck Duff you will have to 
take Loz's bins out. Nullawil 
47 defeated Wyche-Narraport 
38. Best players were Meg 
Hogan, Ella Sheahan and 
Jacki Watts. 

 

Donald v. St. Arnaud 
A great day on the net-

ball court for Donald across 
the board.  

“A” grade: St. Arnaud 
started strongly,  scoring the 
first few goals. Once Donald 
settled, it started working 
nicely as a unit and moving 
the ball well up the court. It 
was a very intense quarter with 
the Royal Blues’ defenders, 

Ally Doak GD and Grace 
Leeder GK, combing very 
well and working hard for re-
bounds. Donald worked hard 
through the court and took the 
lead. Donald 13, St. Arnaud 
11.  Donald continued the 
pressure down defence into 
the second. There was some 
good patience in attack and 
accurate shooting from Addi-
son Funcke and Scarlett 
Funcke.  Donald 28, St. Ar-
naud 17. The girls continued 
working well together, fight-
ing for every ball. Some 
changes in the attacking end 
brough some fresh legs which 
created some lovely move-
ment. Donald 40, St. Arnaud 
26. The Royal Blues came out 
firing and scored the first few 
goals in a row. A few great in-
tercepts from applying heavy 
pressure over the ball, with 
their attackers were patiently 
working the ball up and down 
the court to convert.   

Final scores: Donald 52 d. 
St. Arnaud 34.  

Donald award: Gilchrist & 
Co, Grace Leeder; Wood St 
Hair Co, Johanna Griffiths.  

For St. Arnaud: Keegan 
Amos and Chloe Douglas.  

“B” grade: A great start to 
the game from the Donald 
girls as they settled in. Their 
defensive pressure was very 
tight and theye used turnovers 
very well. They were feeding 
very well into the goalers, 
giving plenty of opportunity 
to convert, which they did. 
Donald 18, St. Arnaud 8. With 
the defenders pulling in some 
good rebounds Donald was 

North-Central Netball

• Wycheproof-Narraport goal attack, Paige Arnel, is under pressure from Nullawil goal de-
fence, Meg Hogan, as she shoots during last Saturday’s “A’ grade game. Also pictured are 
the Demons’ goal shooter, Nakia Nunn (right), and Maroons’ goal keeper, Madeline Smith.
able to settle well into the 
game. It continued with the 
momentum and was shooting 
very accurately. St. Arnaud 
picked up after a few 
turnovers, and wase able to up 
its scoring rate. Donald 35, St. 
Arnaud 17. Defenders 
continued to work well to 
gain intercepts to give the 
Donald gaolers a lot of oppor-
tunities. Across the mid court 
Donald kept the turnovers 
coming and transitioning 
down to the goalers. St. Ar-
naud continued the pressure 
across the court, however, 
Donald was well settled into 
its groove. Donald 48, St. Ar-
naud 25. The final quarter was 
another consistent oner from 
Donald. With pressure from 
all players all over the court 
Donald was able to extend its 
lead again and come away 
with a very comfortable win, 
Donald 61 to St. Arnaud 34.  

Donald awards: Jeffcott 
Hotel, Linda Adams; Jasper & 
Co, Tahlia Sailor; Sponsor 
Pack, Emma Green.  

For St. Arnaud: Torri Tillig 
and Immy Amos.  

“C” grade: Saints came 
out hard, but were quickly 
shut down by Donald’s defen-
cive pressure down the court. 
Donald shooters had great ac-
curacy and defenders moved 
well around the ring. Donald 
16, St. Arnaud 5. Donald 
players carrying the ball well 
through court making great 
leads. Amazing pressure in 
the defensive circle making it 
hard for Saints to feed the 
ring. Donald 30, St. Arnaud 8. 
The Royal Blues continued 
with the hands over the ball, 
gaining some extra deflec-
tions. St. Arnaud found it hard 
to get into any rhythm. 
Strength in the rebound stats 
gave Donald plenty of looks 
at goals. Donald 40, St. Ar-
naud 11. The last was much 
the same for the Royal Blues, 
who pushed hard and came 
away with  a convincing win.  

Final scores: Donald 58 d. 
St. Arnaud 14. 

Donald awards: Donald 
Hotel, Jess Wyatt; Clothes 
Bin, Claire Adams.   

For St. Arnaud: Kristie 
Bryce and Phoebe Hendy.  

17-and-Under “A”: 
Donald defence came out 
ready to play. They were tight 
on their players and gave 
them little space to work.  

which fought hard all match.  
Final scores: Donald 36 d. 

St. Arnaud 10.  
Donal awards: Warrakirri, 

Evie Donnellon; Spud’s Cafe, 
Halle Rice; Clothes Bin, 
Alyssa Hepworth. 

For St. Arnaud: Jordana 
Bullock and Lucy O’Donnell.   

14-and-Under “B”: Both 
sides came out firing, with 
some great skills on show. 
Charlie James made some 
great intercepts throughout 
the game. St. Arnaud was able 
to gain a few quick goals and 
lead at half-time, St. Arnaud 
10, Donald 8. Some great mid 
court moves by Lucy Robin-
son, Layla Hepworth and 
Olivia Slater kept the ball 
moving for the Royal Blues. 
St. Arnaud picked up the pres-
sure and snuck in front with 
some lovely shots. Donald 
fought hard till the end.  

Final scores: St. Arnaud 18 
d. Donald 11. 

Donald awards: Harvest 
Cafe, Layla Hepworth; Hard-
inghams, Charlie James; 
Gilchrist & Co, Layla Grif-
fiths; Warrakirri, Nevaeh 
Coleman-Young. 

For St. Arnaud: Tasha Bat-
ters and Alexia Mernick.  

Net Set Go: A fantastic 
game by the Net Set Go girls. 
Great numbers saw the girls 
try lots of positions and show-
case their imporvement each 
week.  

Canteen award, Anna 
Joseph; coaches’ Killer 
Python, whole team.   

Their attackers were passing 
well and moving the ball very 
quick and fast into the goal 
ring. St. Arnaud defence was 
putting pressure on the Royal 
Blues’ attackers and was 
working hard. Donald 11, St. 
Arnaud 6. Donald continued 
to apply the pressure and 
worked itself into itsr game 
plan. The defenders were able 
to move the ball swiftly 
through the court and use the 
channels. Donald 19 to St. Ar-
naud 10. Donald’s defensive 
pressure through the midcourt 
increased and was cutting off 
the ball. The Royal Blues’ at-
tackers found groove and 
were combining well. Donald 
31,  St. Arnaud 16. Donald 
midcourt driving hard and 
created some great play and 
keeping possession. The de-
fenders were fighting for all 
rebounds. St. Arnaud con -
tinued to play some good net-
ball, and had some lovely 
passages of play.  

Final scores: Donald 42 d. 
St. Arnaud 23.  

Donal awards: Love 
Shack, Millie Lydon; Bev’s 
Baubles, Emersyn Gowlett; 
Donald Newsagency, Alexa 
Cameron.   

For St. Arnaud: Sophie 
O’Donnell and Demi Leach. 

14-and-Under “A”: 
Donald started well, working 
the ball around nicely down 
the court and into the ring. 
The Saints struggled to get the 
ball past the transverse line 
with the speed and strength of 
the Royal Blues. Donald’s 
shooters were very reliable 
scoring all opportunities they 
had. Donald 8, St. Arnaud  5.  
Donald’s ring defenders 
started well with a lot of 
hands over every ball making 
it hard for St. Arnaud to shoot. 
Donald had great transition 
from defence into attack and 
the consistent shooting from 
the goalers saw them extend 
the lead. Donald 17, St. Ar-
naud 7. The ball moved 
smoothly through the mid-
court for the Royal Blues, 
who were able to feed well 
into the ring. Donald shooters 
were very accurate finishing 
off every chance they got. 
Saints were getting a lot more 
of the ball and managed to 
convert some of their oppor-
tunities. Donald continued its 
dominance in the last despite 
the best efforts by St. Arnaud, 

Under-14 “A”, Wyche.-
N’port lost 9 to 37. Best on 
went to Priya Coatsworth. 
The last quarter was the best 
for this young team, only 
going down by one goal, 
proving that these little tack-
ers never gave up until the 
final whistle was blown. 

Under-17 “A” had the 
closest match up of the day, 
losing only by 6 goals and 
they walked away with the 
momentum from the last two 
quarters, so hopefully next 
time these two teams meet, 
the dice will roll in favour of 
the Dees. The third quarter, 
the Dees won 8 to 7 and in the 
last, they won 9 to 7, proving 
that overall, they were the fit-
ter team; however, it is all 
about putting four consistent 
quarters together to be able to 
gain the four points. Final 
score: W-N 30 – Nullawil 36. 
Best on: Kate Thompson. 

Best player in the “C” 
grade went to Kasie Mathe-
son, who ran out a consistent 
four quarters in a 18 to 61 
loss. Although this score was 
not a true indication of the 
quality of the play across the 
court. 

“B” grade went down by 
22, finals score W-N: 25, 
Nullawil 47. 

Best for Wyche.-N’port:  
Gemma Saul. 

“A” grade came out slowly, 
but came home strongly, win-
ning the last quarter 16 goals 
to Nullawil’s 8, but ended up 

going down 46 to 38. Best on: 
Paige Arnel. The Dees are 
really needing to string four 
quarters together in each 
match to be finals contenders 
at the end of the year. Next 
weekend we take on Sea 
Lake-Nandaly Tigers, and the 
Dees will have the fire in the 
belly for a few wins. 

Thank you to all who con-
tributed to and supported the 
casserole dinner on Saturday 
night, it was a huge success 
with many positive comments 
on the quality of the food! 
And word on the street is that 
Carol Jones makes the best 
pav. going around. 

• Kasey Matheson, 
“C” grade best.

• Demon award winners Paige Arnel and Kate Thompson.

Demon Diary
It was a tough day at the office for the Dees, hosting the newly arrived 

North-Central club, Nullawil. 

ANGLICAN 
“Parish of  

Charlton-Donald” 
Enquiries: Rev’d Judi Bird 

0435 593 395 

Friday, June 2 
Holy Communion, St. Paul’s, 
Birchip, 5 p.m. 

Sunday, June 4 
Holy Communion (all services) 
St. Martin’s, Charlton, 9 a.m. 
Note, new time. 
St. George’s, Donald, 11 a.m. 
Holy Trinity, W’burn, 3 p.m.

CHURCHES



Birchip-Watchem 
v. Wedderburn 

Last Saturday, Birchip-
Watchem made the trek up the 
Calder to face the Redbacks, 
who always provide a compet-
itive day of netball. 

And the Bulls started the 
day well, winning the first four 
matches convincingly. As ex-
pected, however, Wedderburn 
bounced back in the later 
games to win the “B” and “A”  
grades, but only after a dour 
struggle from the Birchip-
Watchem girls.  

Go: The Go netball team 
was enthusiastic despite the 
very cold conditions at Wed-
derburn. The players started 
out strongly, demonstrating a 
variety of skills they have 
learnt so far, leading for the 
ball and using their voices 
were the two consistent skills 
demonstrated. 

Awhina was able to shoot a 
beautiful goal in the second 
quarter, leaving the Bulls Go 
team with a lead they fought 
hard to maintain until Wedder-
burn was able to shoot a goal 
and level up the game, which 
remained drawn until the very 
end. The progression from the 
start of the season till now is 
admirable, with each child 
showing enthusiasm and pas-
sion for the game as she devel-
ops her skills, The Bulls’ 
players and parents are grate-
ful to Elly McAuliffe for 
coaching the children, 
especially with little to no 
voice! Awards went to Grace 
McAuliffe and Hannah 
Hogan.  

14-and-under “B”: Birchip-
Watchem started strongly with 
Anieka Boyle and Issy Sharp 
both shooting well. Bulls led 
6-1 at quarter time. The defen-
sive combination of Macada 
Russell and Alana Caldwell 
kept Wedderburn scoreless in 
the second quarter and at half 
time the Bulls had extended 
their lead to 9-1. With the 
strong lead, the Bulls used the 
opportunity to try some dif-
ferent positions. Anieka and 
Issy were rested in the third 
quarter (the two goalers in the 
first half), and Sienna Rich-
mond and Isla Ferrier went 
into goals in the third quarter, 
and showed the Bulls have a 
lot of different combination 
options available. Gemma 
Tynan, Frankie McClelland, 
and Tilly Hogan worked well 
in the centre together, and 
Alana Caldwell made many 
intercepts. However, it was a 
closer scoring quarter with 
Birchip-Watchem just winning 
the quarter, staying ahead 12-
3 at the final change. Birchip 
rested Macada and Alana in 
the final quarter, and their 
height was missed, with Wed-
derburn winning the final 
quarter. All players did well to 
hold their heads high and keep 
their composure in one of the 
more physical games they’ve 
played. Final score Birchip- 
Watchem 15 defeated Wedder-
burn 7. Birchip-Watchem 
awards: Issy Sharp and 
Frankie McClelland. For Wed-
derburn: Lily Finch (Canteen) 
and Meika (Chocolates). 

14-and-under “A”: The 
day remained chilly, but the 
Bulls made a positive start in 
the first quarter with Beau 
Haslam and Asha Lee shoot-
ing well and getting the Bulls 
in the lead early.  Great sports-
manship was shown by 
Macada Russell, taking the 
court for the Redbacks and 
providing tight competition 

for Mia Sharp in the midcourt.  
The second quarter saw some 
changes to the Bulls’ defen-
sive end with Cassie Tynan, 
Gracie Ferrier and Esther 
Bourke initiating solid defence 
and contributing turnovers that 
assisted the Bulls to a 7-goal 
lead at half-time. Lana Angel 
and Zara Lowry moved the 
ball forward, combing well to 
feed into the shooters,. Zara 
having a competitive quarter 
against Gemma Tynan who 
had also taken the court for the 
Redbacks.   An injury to Es-
ther saw some changes in the 
defence end and Shaylee Field 
and Gracie Ferrier worked 
hard in the ring to hold the 
Redbacks to 1 goal for the 
quarter.  The Bulls consoli-
dated their good early form, 
holding the Redbacks goalless 
in the last quarter to take the 
win 40 - 8.   

Birchip-Watchem awards: 
Esther Bourke and Cassie 
Tynan. For Wedderburn: Alexis 
Tansley (canteen) and Caitlin 
(Chocolate). 

17-and-under “B”:  Team 
Subs v. Team Chyzie Birchip- 
Watchem’s 17-and-under “B” 
teams, Team Chyzie and Team 
Subbs, played a match at Wed-
derburn that counted toward 
ladder points.  After a narrow 
defeat the evening before to 
St. Arnaud, Team Chyzie was 
looking for redemption. The 
game started with the play all 
Team Subbs’ way.  Great work 
in the goal circle from 
Bethany Hiha and Imogen 
Boyle saw them rarely missing 
and was providing a tough 
outing for Ada Bourke and 
Emily Barber in defence.  The 
team was pleased to welcome 
Emily back on the court.  At 
quarter break, Team Subbs had 
steamed ahead leading 10-3. 

The second quarter started 
in much the same fashion, 
with Team Subbs making 
good use of its possessions, 
but Team Chyzie’s solid mid 
court with Gabby O’Donnell, 
Eva Coffey and Sophie Cox, 
was starting to find cohesive 
play and was relentless in its 
wall to stop the ball moving 
into Team Subbs’ scoring end.  
At half-time break the deficit 
was still 7, with team Subbs 
leading 19-12. 

The third quarter continued 
to be a tug of war for both 
teams with hard fought balls 
and scoring opportunities 
being limited.  Turnovers from 
both teams were not being 
capitalised on, and as the siren 
sounded for the end of the 
third quarter, Team Chyzie 
was still trailing by 7, but the 
momentum had begun to 
swing to Team Chyzie, setting 
the scene for a final quarter 
battle royale. 

The final quarter was all 
Team Chyzie’s way, with Han-
nah Kemp unflappable in her 
scoring abilities.  Team Subbs’ 
defence with Bella Morris and 
Georgia Hogan had been tight 
all game, but the ball was 
being delivered precisely into 
Team Chyzie’s goalers.  Eva 
Coffey in a positional change 
to centre was a masterstroke 
with her tall and athletic 
ability, delivering the ball ex-
pertly to her attackers and use-
ful in defence when needed.  
At the final siren, Team 
Chyzie had scored 13 goals 
and kept Team Subbs goalless, 
to run out victorious 31 to 25. 
A special mention to Sassia 
Coffey and Jenna Angel who 
were the volunteer umpires for 
the day.  Without them, this 
game would not have been 

able to go ahead. Thank you 
for your efforts and putting 
your hand up.   Award win-
ners: Team Subs, Georgia 
Hogan, Team Chyzie, Hannah 
Kemp. 

17-and-Under “B’: Team 
Chyzie played against St. Ar-
naud on a chilly Friday night-
There was some confusion 
about the location of the game, 
with both teams believing it 
was an away game.  Thank 
you to Georgia Hogan, 
Bethany Hiha and Snapchat 
Maps, the issue was identified 
about 40 minutes before the 
scheduled commencement 
time.  After many frenzied 
phone calls, the problem was 
solved, thanks to the Donald 
Netball Club and, in particular, 
Jess Nunn, who saved the day 
by allowing the game to be 
played in the Donald stadium. 

The game commenced less 
than half an hour late, with 
both teams thankful not to be 
playing in the crisp night air. 
St Arnaud started the first 
quarter off well, pulling away 
to a small lead.  Birchip-
Watchem was kept in the 
game because of some excep-
tional shooting from goal at-
tack Tylah Haslam and the 
hard work of centre Gabby 
O’Donnell, who was finding a 
lot of space in the midcourt. At 
the end of the quarter, the 
Saints 9 were leading Team 
Chyzie 6.  

The Bulls managed to claw 
back some of their opponents’ 
lead in the second quarter.  
However, the Saints’ Chloe 
Needs was proving accurate at 
goal shooter, despite some 
great defensive work by the 
Bulls’ Ada Bourke and Emily 
Barber.  This allowed the 
Saints to take a two-goal lead 
in to the half-time break.  

The teams were evenly 
matched and the lead changed 
a number of times throughout 
the third quarter.  Tylah 
Haslam continued her good 
form for the Bulls, despite 
some excellent defensive work 
from goal defence Jordana 
Bullock, who was having a 
great game after stepping up 
from the under 14s.  The Bulls 
were also beginning to domi-
nate the mid-court, with Eva 
Coffey relishing her role at 
wing attack.  At the end of the 
quarter, the Bulls 27 led the 
Saints 26.  

The Donald stadium 
created a great atmosphere for 
both teams in the final quarter.  
The Saints managed to pull 
ahead of their opposition, with 
small mistakes proving costly 
for both teams.  The final 
score reflected the close 
fought game, with St. Arnaud 
38 defeating the Bulls’ Team 
Chyzie 36.  

Birchip-Watchem awards: 
Emily Barber and Tylah 
Haslam. 

 
17-and-under “A”: With 

Birchip-Watchem sitting 
second on the ladder and Wed-
derburn in eighth position it 
was likely to be a tough match 
for the Redbacks from the 
start. 

Birchip-Watchem’s under-
17s have been playing very 
well this season and were 
looking to take the ladder’s 
top spot in the lead up to their 
game this week against closest 
rivals Boort. 

The Bulls started strongly 
from the outset, with Maggie 
Wilson controlling the game 
from the Centre.  Maggie’s fit-
ness, netball skills and never- 
say-die attitude sets the pace 

for all around her.  Hannah 
Wilson at Wing Defence was 
also putting pressure on the 
Redbacks’ attackers which re-
sulted in turn overs and these 
were swiftly taken back down 
the court where shooter Jenna 
Angel and Ebony Frank con-
verted them to goals.  Zali 
Angel in Wing Attack was 
working well with Maggie to 
make sure it was consistently 
getting into the shooters hands 
and at quarter time the Bulls 
had a 19-3 lead.   

The skills of the Birchip-
Watchem’s defenders Georgia 
Hogan and Sassia Coffey put 
constant pressure on Wedder-
burn’s Kayla Cramp and 
Chelsea Cunningham, who 
were doing a lot of work in the 
ring but just couldn’t capitalise 
on goals, which in turn would 
see the Bulls defence rebound-
ing and moving it back down 
the court.  At half-time it 
looked to be a long day at the 
office for Wedderburn with the 
Bulls extending the lead 36-4.   

Bulls coaches Cheyenne 
Parsons and Suberia Sailor 
made changes at half-time and 
brought on a number of 
players with the same skill set, 
capitalising on the great diver-
sity in the 17s’ huge squad.  
Tylah Haslam and Eva Coffey, 
having played the night before 
in the 17-and-under “B” game, 
against St. Arnaud were able 
to back up for another game, 
with Tylah coming into centre 
and Eva into goalkeeper.  Zali 
Angel was switched into de-
fence and Maggie Wilson took 
over the WA position.  Immy 
Boyle also came on to the 
court at goal shooter and 
proved she can slot into this 
side nicely as well.  Wedder-
burn was also making changes 
to try to slow down the Bulls 
attacking end and they exe-
cuted lots of great passages of 
play, but just couldn’t finish it 
off with goals.  Immy Boyle 
was able to move around the 
ring with Ebony Frank, and 
between them both they were 
able to add an extra 26 goals 
to the half time tally.  Zali 
Angel took some great inter-
cepts which earned her a place 
in the awards at the final siren.  
Final scores Birchip-Watchem 
62 to Wedderburn 9.  This win 
put the Bulls top of the ladder, 
setting up an interesting en-
counter with Boort this week-
end to fight it out for the top 
rank.  

 
Best for Birchip-Watchem: 

Ebony Frank and Zali Angel. 
For Wedderburn: Libby Nor-
man (Canteen) and Amelia 
Buschmann (Caserta Choco-
late). 

“C” grade: Birchip-Watchem 
came out with a strong first 
quarter with the shooters cap-
italising on the defensive pres-
sure created through the 
midcourt by Zoya Niall and 
Sandie Richmond, to have a 
lead of 17 to Wedderburn’s 5 
at the first change. 

The second quarter saw 
Wedderburn bring on the ex-
perienced Suzie Lockhart to 
offer guidance to the attacking 
end, but it was no match for 
Birchip-Watchem’s Carling 
McEvoy, who took advantage 
of Tayla Connelly’s pinpoint 
accurate passes into the ring to 
increase Birchip-Watchem’s 
lead to 30-10. Birchip-
Watchem continued to domi-
nate right through from attack 
to defence in the third and 
fourth quarters to come away 
with a 58-26 win.  

Birchip-Watchem award: 
Carling McEvoy. For Wedder-
burn: Charlotte Smith (Wed-
derburn Hotel), Tessa Dealove 
(Choc), Players Choice (Jess 
Polkinghorne). 

 
“B” grade: Wedderburn 

started well, with accurate 
shooting from both Susan 
Lockhart and Phoebe van 
Heumen. The Bullettes 
continued to try hard but Wed-
derburn’s positional under-
standing and fast ball 
movement were hard to de-
fend. Sadly, captain, Stacey 
Hamilton succumbed to a calf 
injury half-way through the 
second quarter, and was sub-
stituted with Ella Walsh. At 
half-time the score was Wed-
derburn 29 ahead of the Bulls 
15.  

The second half was a 
more even contest with the 
Bulls outscoring Wedderburn 
26 to 21 goals. For the Bulls, 
the new goaling combination 
of Brooke Laney and Madelyn 
Sinclair found consistency and 
confidence, while Holly 
House and Ashlee Tierney’s 
defensive pressure created 
several turnovers. Even 
though the Bulls got to within 
4 goals in the final quarter, 
Wedderburn continued to 
apply the pressure that was 
needed and they remained 
comfortably in front at the 
final whistle. Final scores 
Wedderburn 50 to Birchip- 
Watchem 41.  

Birchip-Watchem award: 
Madelyn Sinclair. Wedder-
burn: Sarah Turnbull (Hotel), 
Lauren Spence (chocolate and 
Players choice). 

 
“A” grade: The Bulls 

knew they were up for a chal-
lenge against Wedderburn, but 
both teams had a very dif-
ferent make up from previous 

seasons, so they were excited 
for the contest. Wedderburn’s 
attack was entirely made up of 
Lockharts, who all started the 
game well, catching the Bulls 
off guard giving Aliza and 
Grace in goals several oppor-
tunities to score. However, 
Sassia Coffey and Gemma 
Ryan were taking advantage 
of any inaccuracy, getting all 
the tip offs possible, keeping 
the Bulls in the game and at 
quarter time Birchip-Watchem 
trailed 10-14. 

Going into the second quar-
ter, Birchip-Watchem made 
minimal changes switching 
Sassia Coffey back to goal 
keeper and Gemma Ryan out 
to goal defence to try to re-
dress the deficit, but the deft 
reading of the play by Ella 
Turnbull in the last line of de-
fence was creating turn overs 
for Wedderburn, which moved 
the ball quickly downcourt to 
extend its lead. However, as 
the quarter progressed the 
Bulls regrouped and shooters 
Khiana Brooks and Jenna 
Angel were gaining confi-
dence and getting more accu-
rate and although they trailed 
by 14 goals at half-time, they 
had started to piece together 
some good passages of play. 

In the second half Birchip- 
Watchem made some changes, 
as did Wedderburn. Birchip-
Watchem moved Sophie Noo-
nan into goal defence to offer 
some more defensive pressure 
and Gemma Ryan into the 
centre to add some height and 
flow in the midcourt. The 
changes and the increased 
movement in the goal third 
saw Birchip-Watchem level 
out the score line leaving only 
a 2 goal gap at three quarter 
time. 

Birchip-Watchem, more 
determined than ever, went 
into the final quarter intent on 
closing the gap and the game 
was close for most of the final 
quarter but whenever Birchip-
Watchem made progress, 
Wedderburn went back to ba-
sics, intercepting any errant 
passes, creating separation 
from their opponent to give 
them the space they needed to 
feed into their goalers,who ex-
ecuted accurately.  

Whilst Sophie Noonan 
made countless intercepts, 
Wedderburn was able to keep 
its nose just ahead all game 
and won 59 to 53.  

Birchip-Watchem award: 
Sophie Noonan. for Wedder-
burn: Olivia Lockhart (towel), 
Ella Turnbull (chocolate and 
players choice). 

 
All awards for Birchip-

Watchem were sponsored by 
Noonan’s Contracting.  
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North-Central Netball

• Guarded by Birchip-Watchem’s Sassia Coffey, Wedderburn’s Eliza Lockhart shoots for goal 
during last Saturday’s “A’”grade game. Also pictured are, from left, Bullettes’ goal keeper, 
Gemma Ryan, the Redbacks’  Grace Lockhart and Birchip-Watchem centre, Suberia Sailor.



 Donald v. St. Arnaud 
Under-15s: St. Arnaud 

started the game strongly, 
putting pressure on Donald 
and earning an early short cor-
ner. However, Donald man-
aged to clear the ball away. St. 
Arnaud persisted and was 
awarded two more quick 
penalty corners, but Donald's 
defence remained resilient and 
successfully defended. St. Ar-
naud’s persistence paid off, 
and they finally managed to 
score a goal through a penalty 
corner, with Jack Batters find-
ing the back of the net. 

Piper Smith played well on 
the wing for Donald, receiving 
valuable support from Baylee 
Pearse and Oakley Brenan. St. 
Arnaud’s second goal also 
came from a penalty corner, 
but Donald’s defence dug deep 
and showed great determina-
tion. Sophie Burke and Edie 
Rowe defended the D effec-
tively, and the ball eventually 
made its way back to Donald’s 
end, resulting in Marty Burke 
earning a short corner for the 
team. However, despite their 
efforts, Donald couldn’t con-
vert the opportunity into a 
goal. 

At half time it was 0-2 the 
visiting St. Arnaud’s way. 

Strong hit out from the 
sideline from Lyric Davis to 
Baylee Pearse saw Donald 
with another short corner. A 
quick St. Arnaud took the ball 
before a shot was made. Oak-
ley and Lyric limited the dam-
age and kept the Saints from 
scoring again. On the wing, 
Louise Barber made impactful 
tackles, allowing Donald to 
move the ball into its attacking 
zone. However, St. Arnaud’s 
defence proved to be too 
strong for Donald’s efforts. 

Play see-sawed back and 
forth. Kailie Krause in goals, 
Parker Bicket and Charlotte 
Bicket assisting, Donald's de-
fence held its ground and de-
nied St. Arnaud another goal 
during a short corner. How-
ever, St. Arnaud managed to 
find the back of the net with a 
quick field goal, followed by a 
second goal. 

In the end, St. Arnaud 
emerged as the victor, with a 
final score of 4-0. Despite the 
loss, Donald's players dis-
played resilience and defended 
well throughout the match. 

Donald awards: Donald 
Auto Elec. best on, Baylee 
Pearse; Pearse Ag best effort, 
Sophie Burke. 

St. Arnaud awards: Play of 
the Day, Addison Wright; 
RMB Pizza, Ollie Hand; 
Weir’s, May Williams. 

Women: In what turned 
out to be an eventful match, 
the Donald women’s field 
hockey team faced off against 
a formidable opponent, St. Ar-
naud. The weather was perfect 
for a thrilling game of hockey, 
with both teams eager to 
showcase their skills on the 
field. While the Donald 
women are currently in a re-
building phase, their determi-
nation and hard work were 
evident throughout the match. 

The game began with St. 
Arnaud applying early pres-
sure on the Donald defence. 
However, the Donald women 
refused to yield, displaying re-
silience and determination. It 
took St. Arnaud a solid 20 
minutes of relentless attacking 
before they managed to find 
the back of the net, breaking 
the deadlock. Notably, the 
young U15 goalie, Kailie 
Krause, made an impressive 
debut, providing excellent 
saves for the Donald team. 
Additionally, the inclusion of 
Belicia Frances in the backline 
further strengthened Donald's 
defensive efforts. 

Despite falling behind by 
one goal, the Donald women 
fought back valiantly, show-
casing some fantastic link-ups 
between players such as Bec 
Cumming, Sophie Sarre, Mi-
randa Sy, and Trinity Cooper. 
St. Arnaud's Nicola Kirk put 
up an exceptional defensive 
display, thwarting several of 
Donald’s attacking runs. How-
ever, Donald persisted and 
managed to score from a short 
corner, thanks to the captain, 
Trinity Cooper. 

The game took a dramatic 
turn when Belicia Frances suf-
fered a collision and was sub-
sequently taken off the field 
for medical assessment. Con-
cern escalated, leading to an 
ambulance being summoned. 
Donald's defence was dealt an-
other blow when Carly Pearse 
sustained a painful injury (later 
confirmed to be a broken fin-
ger) from a stick hit and had to 
be substituted. 

At half-time, the score 
stood at 1-2 in favour of St. 
Arnaud. Despite the score-
line, the Donald team’s pri-
mary focus was on the well- 
being of teammates, making it 
challenging for them to fully 
concentrate on the game. 

Entering the second half, 
Donald aimed to limit the 
score difference as much as 
possible. However, St. Arnaud 
proved to be a formidable  
opponent Joanna Meagher, 
and Georgia Douglas found 
their rhythm, capitalizing on 
Donald’s mounting fatigue to 
score more goals. 

Despite the loss, the Donald 
women had reason to cele-
brate. They surpassed their  
entire goal tally from the pre-
vious year by the sixth round, 
marking a significant mile-
stone for their rebuilding  
season. Additionally, Belicia 
Frances received positive 
news after a CT scan, although 
she would be sidelined for a 
few weeks. The team could 
now celebrate their collective 
success in achieving their goal 
tally. Congratulations, Donald, 
on your progress and determi-
nation! 

Overall, the match demon-
strated the Donald women's 
resilience and progress, de-
spite the final scoreline. With 
their rebuilding efforts and 
hard work paying off, the team 
can look forward to continued 
improvement and success in 
the future. 

Donald awards: Warakirri 
Cropping best on/coaches’, 
Bec Cumming; Dellavedova 
best team mate, Miranda Sy. 

St. Arnaud awards: Emma 
Green, Tesco Fuel; Addison 
Wright, RMB Pizza; Bridgette 
Douglas, Royal Hotel.  

Men: It was the 2022 
grand final rematch between 
St. Arnaud and Donald and the 
Royal Blues were looking for 
redemption. Donald showed 
great teamwork from the 
opening hit and its passes were 
hitting the mark. St. Arnaud 
was a very formidable team 
and worked just as hard to get 
the ball off the Donald players. 
Within the first 15 minutes, St. 
Arnaud got four short corners 
with Donald players success-
fully stopping them all with 
the help of their step-in goalie, 
Trent Allen. Unfortunately on 
the fifth short corner, a goal 
was scored by Stephen 
Rodger. Donald managed to 
score one short corner but un-
fortunate lost it. At half-time 
the scores were 1-0, and 
Donald was sure it could come 
back. Great defence in the 
second half with the ball 
mostly down the Donald end. 
A shot at goal was defended 
by Glenn Davis, before a short 
was called. The first shot 
missed but then Owen Lowe 
managed to pop the ball in. 
More great defensive play was 
observed before another goal 
was scored by Andrew Niblet. 
James Paley managed to get a 
green card, but it must have 
fired him up because he man-
aged to find a gap and put a 
goal in. Despite the loss the 
men came off very happy with 
how they performed and 
clearly the training that they 
are doing is paying off. 

St. Arnaud awards: Nathan 
Hendry (RMB Pizza), Tom 
Hamilton (Tasco Fuel), Harry 
Knights ( Mooler),  Oliver 
Hand (Towel), Ben Green-
away (Play of the Day). 

Donald awards: Ben 
Krause (Donald Auto Elec-
trical best), James Paley (Della 
Vedova best team player). 
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• Donald’s Baylee Pearse under pressure from the Saints’ Jack Batters during Saturday’s 
under-15s match. Also pictured are Donald’s Sophie Burke and St. Arnaud’s Finn Green 
while coach Nicola Kitk watches on.

• Donald’s Bec Cumming shadows Kate Gifford in the 
women’s game.

North-Central Hockey

Wyche.-Narraport v. 
Nullawil 

Nullawil and Wycheproof-
Narraport under-14s had a 
great game of football. Tiger 
Vearing dominated the game 
all day. In the first 15 seconds 
he had cleared the ball from 
the centre and went on to kick 
a goal. He ended up with 10 
goals for Nullawil in 3 quar-
ters. At half time, the Demons 
were scoreless, so Tiger put 
on the Wycheproof guernsey, 
and assisted in the 5 goals 
they kicked during the third 
term. Harry Humphreys and 
Smith Morrison both played 
well, showing lots of pace and 
ball skills. It was good to see 
Cooper Smith and Logan Hig-
gins each kick a goal. 

With its first victory for the 
season, the team was excited 
to blast out the Nullawil 
theme song, when players got 
back to the rooms. 

 
Final scores: Wycheproof-

Narraport 8.8 (56) lost to 
Nullawil 14.9 (93). 

 
Best for Nullawil: Tiger 

Vearing, Harry Humphreys, 
Smith Morrison, Nate Harri-
son, Cooper Kelly and Beau 
Hogan. 

Goals: Tiger Vearing 10, 
Harry Humphreys 2, Cooper 
Smith, Logan Higgins.  

 
Best for Wycheproof: 

Morgan Beattie, Ollie White, 
Dylan Cook and Darcy Coles 

Goals: Dylan Cook 4, Levi 
Hall, Adele McNaughton, 
Darcy Coles, Ollie White. 

 

Donald v. St. Arnaud 
All players, officials and 

spectators, and there were 
plenty, were greeted by nippy 
conditions, cloudy, occasional 
sunny breaks, but very calm 
with no wind, combined with 
a great playing surface. 
Everyone was also greeted by 
the aroma of the Donald Foot-
ball Club barbecue, coupled 
with coffee coming from 
Skye Abbott’s van – great in-
deed – the chilly conditions 
were asking for an Irish cof-
fee, but to no avail, a firm 
“no” coming from the lovely 
Skye. 

Donald is undefeated 
going into round 6 and Hugo 
Funcke quickly had Donald’s 
first on the board, followed by 
a wonderful smother deserv-
ing of a goal to Luca Rice. 
Donnellon and Rice were 

the job. Donnellon continued 
his great game when he ran 
into an open goal right on the 
siren. 

Three quarter time scores: 
Donald 4.4, St. Arnaud 1.1. 

 
All players were getting 

slightly leg weary, Donald 
was now taking charge. Don-
nellon and Rice kicked truly, 
Donald was running the game 
out well, better than its oppo-
nent. Mortlock and Slater 
added two late goals for 
Donald, then St. Arnaud 
finished with goals to Bob 
Donald and Declan Kaye 
added another. All players 
from both sides showed great 
spirit and attitude.  

 
Final scores: Donald 8.7 

defeated St. Arnaud 3.1.  
 

Final Observations 
Donald under-14s continue 

their undefeated run, and will 
be hard to beat this season, the 
players are playing for their 
coaches.  

Both coach benches 
showed wonderful encourag-
ment and passion towards 
their charges; Rice and Don-
nellon continue their great 
seasons – good boys! 

 
Donald’s best: Rice, Don-

nellon, Pearse. 

St. Arnaud best: Batters, 
Donald, Hendy. 

continuing their outstanding 
form from the previous five 
rounds. Both benches were 
very vocal and St. Arnaud 
supporters continually cheer-
ing the young lads. Both de-
fences were on top. 

 
Quarter time scores: 

Donald 1-1, St. Arnaud 0-1. 
Donald opened with Rice 

kicking the first for the 
second term. Austin was out-
standing for St. Arnaud, and 
Charles Burke was showing 
great promise (another Burke 
footballer for the DFC). 
Donald was tackling well and 
with all players, was playing 
in front and their heads over 
the ball. Donald went into half 
time with an eight-point lead. 

 
Half-time: Donald 2.3, St. 

Arnaud1.1. 
Donald opened brightly 

after the break, Ryan Needs 
ran into an open goal after 
Baxter Donnellon showed his 
Gaelic football skills. Sup-
porters for both sides were 
now really into this game, 
continually cheering and sup-
porting all players on both 
sides. 

Chad Handy was trying 
hard for the young Saints. All 
36 players were now in the St. 
Arnaud forward line, so when 
the ball was kicked into 
Donald’s forward line, there 
was no one at home to finish 

Under-14s Football

• Nullawil’s Beau Hogan kicking for goal.



Ladder leader, Sea Lake-
Nandaly, could not be better 
situated, having won all five 
games to date. 

With engagements against 
Wyche.-Narraport (home), 
Donald (away) and Wedder-
burn (home) to round out the 
first half of the season, there is 
every chance the Tigers will 
remain the competition’s only 
undefeated team. 

League newcomer, Nullawil, 
continues to generate tidal 
waves as it carves its way 
through the North-Central 
landscape, having overcome 
all opposition but the Tigers so 
far, and will be hard to shift 
from its current ladder posi-
tion. 

The Maroons take on 
Donald (home), Wedderburn 
(away) and Boort (home) over 
the next three weeks, their cur-
rent form suggesting they can 
bank another three wins. 

That leaves Wycheproof-
Narraport, Birchip-Watchem 
Donald, Boort and Wedder-
burn jostling for positions 
three and four on the league 
ladder. 

Wycheproof-Narraport, 
which started the season in im-
pressive style, has been 
brought back to the chasing 
pack by heavy defeats at the 
hand of Birchip-Watchem in 
round 4, and by Nullawil last 
Saturday. 

Football life doesn’t get 
any easier for the Demons  
tomorrow, when they continue 
their Calder Highway odyssey, 
heading north to take on the 
all-conquering Tigers. 

There are signs the Bulls 
are emerging from their early 
season slumber and are start-
ing to gather the momentum 
they will need to defend their 
premiership crown. 

The return from injury of 
big man Lochlan Sirett is cru-
cial to team stability. And with 
dynamic forward, Nathan 
Gordan, starting to hit his 
straps and hitting the score-
board in a big way, Trevor 
Ryan’s Bulls will be a force to 
be reckoned with during the 
business end of the season. 

Over the next fortnight, 
Donald faces the competi-
tion’s top two, Nullawil and 
then Sea Lake-Nandaly. Given 
the Royal Blues’ run of bad 
luck, in terms of injuries, 
which continue to escalate in 
alarming proportions, support-
ers cannot be overly optimistic 
about their team’s prospects. 

All clubs have their injury 
concerns, but the loss of crucial 
midfield influencer, Ryan 
Hards, together with the versa-

tile Jamie Papalia and back-up 
ruckman, Andy Gilbert, will 
mean that it will be many 
weeks before coach Rohan 
Brown can look to select his 
best 21. And by then Donald’s 
season could be done and 
dusted. 

Boort will re-enter the fray 
coming off a two-week bye-
induced break, but also con-
fronts a challenging run to the 
half-way point, with games 
against Birchip-Watchem and 
Nullawil (both away), inter-
spersed by its winnable clash 
against St. Arnaud. 

The availability of the 
Magpies’ top echelon of 
players when they meet the 
competition’s best, including 
Jonno Lanyon, Matt Chisari 
and Levi Moss, is pivotal to 
their chances of continued 
success. 

Wedderburn also has a 
tough run to the midway mark 
of the season, but can build to-
wards big challenges against 
Nullawil (home) and Sea 
Lake-Nandaly (away) by 
overwhelming St. Arnaud 
away at Lord Nelson Park to-
morrow. 

The absence of big ruck-
man, Jordan Hargreaves, has 
caused something of a reshuf-
fle, with full-back, Adam Pos-
tle assuming the rucking 
duties, while Jacob De 
Araugo, full-back during the 
Redbacks’ recent golden era, 
has returned to fill the breach 
in defence. 

Day of Challenges 
Round seven comprises 

three important clashes, with 
significant implications for 
those involved. 

Donald risks falling further 
behind the leaders when it 
travels to Nullawil. Entering 
the clash without the likes of 
Ryan Hards, Jamie Papalia, 
Andy Gilbert and Chris Lynch 
(unavailable), will make the 
challenge of combatting the 
likes of Andrew Oberdorfer, 
Mitch Farmer, Dean Putt, and 
Dean Smith, even more daunt-
ing and difficult. 

The Royal Blues’ key for-
wards, Sam Dunstan and 
Blake Grant, will need to be at 
their very best, making the 
most of every opportunity 
generated by midfielders Ross 
Young, Hayden Geddes and 
ruckman Josh Potter, but with-
out its Hards edge, Donald 
might struggle to contain its 
rampaging opposition. 

Tiger Test for Demons 
Wycheproof-Narraport 

needs a big scalp to shore up 
its tenuous hold on a top three 
position, with challenges com-

ing thick and fast. And the 
Demons need to regroup 
quickly, following last Satur-
day’s confidence-denting loss 
to Nullawil, ladder leader Sea 
Lake-Nandaly waiting to test 
them on the vast expanses of 
the Sea Lake Community 
Centre oval tomorrow. 

Gedd and Koby Hommel-
hoff, Aaron Bateson, defend-
ers Josh Walsh, Jack 
McHutchison, Damian Hor-
bury and Joe Kenny, face a 
searching challenge from Billy 
McInnes, Trent and Wade 
Donnan, Matt Elliott, Austin 
Mertz and Bryce Delmenico, 
with the Tigers’ multi-pronged 
attack likely to shape the final 
result in the hosts’ favour. 

Bulls to Roar or  
Magpies to Fly High? 

Coming off a fortnight’s 
break following consecutive 
byes, Boort faces the daunting 
task of combatting a resurgent 
Birchip-Watchem, playing on 
its home ground and full of 
confidence following last Sat-
urday’s convincing victory 
over Wedderburn. 

The Magpies will need to 
make every post a winner, ap-
plying as much scoreboard 
pressure as possible, while 
keeping a tight rein on Bulls’ 
forwards, Nathan Gordon, 
Ben Edwards and Daniel 
Castellano. 

Keiren Wilson, Jack Wil-
son and Ryan McGhie are 
strong and resilient in defence 
for the Magpies, Natnael 
McLaren, Chisari and Jarrod 
Fitzpatrick provide plenty of 
midfield run and carry, and 
ruckman Nathan Twigg will 
test the Bulls’ big man depart-
ment, but Birchip-Watchem’s 
overall depth should ensure it 
chalks up a win. 

Redbacks Too Potent 
On current form, Wedder-

burn should account for a de-
termined St. Arnaud. 

With forwards of the cali-
bre of Tom Campbell, Sam 
Barnes and the indefatigable 
Danny Benaim, combined 
with a very serviceable mid-
field led by Corey Lowry, 
Luke Holt and Adam Postle, 
the Redbacks should generate 
more than enough forward at-
tacks to ensure a winning score. 

St. Arnaud’s defence, in-
cluding Harley Durward, Nick 
Birthisel, Mitch Egan and 
Matt Goode, is capable of nul-
lifying its opponents,  pro-
vided enough pressure is 
applied in the midfield battles. 
But to have any chance of 
causing an upset, the Saints’ 
forwards need to fire, support-
ing the hard-working Jacob 

Tillig, his team’s most reliable 
avenue to goal. 

300 Up for 
Maroons’ Jason 

Wendy Watts reports that 
Jason Perry will play his 
300th. game for Nullawil,  
against Donald on Saturday.  

Jason is described as a fit 
and speedy wing man, who 
has added goalkicking to his 
repertoire.  

He played his first game for 
the club in 2004 after being re-
cruited from Lake Boga.  

In 20 seasons at the club, 
Jason has amassed 115 senior 
and 185 reserves games. He 
was vice-captain of the senior 
side in 2008, captained the re-
serves side in 2014, ’15 and ’16. 

He was a member of the re-
serves premiership teams in 
2010, 2012, 2014, 2017 and 
2018. And was runenr-up in 
the reserves “best and fairest” 
award in 2012.  

“Jason has also contributed 
to the club off field,” writed 
Wendy. 

“He has been part of the 
NFC committee since 2012, 
and was club secretary from 
2014 to 2016.  

“He is the 13th. player to 
join the NFC 300 + games 
club. Jason is a valued mem-
ber of the club, along with his 
wife Barb (president of the 
football ladies’ committee) and 
children Charlotte and Tynan.” 
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Challenging Three Rounds Ahead
Three games remain to complete the first half of North-Central’s 2023 

season, when all teams will have played each other once. And for at least 
five clubs, their results in those games could well determine their chances 
of playing finals football. 

• Donald’s Hards edge: Tenacious on-baller Ryan Hards, pictured preparing to take pos-
session of the Sherrin opposed against St. Arnaud coach Anthony Bourke and Will Bertalli, 
will be missing from the Royal Blues’ line up for a number of weeks due to injury. 

• Nullawil stalwart, Jason Perry.
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2. Matters for Decision 
 
2.1. Memberships 

 
2.1.1.  New & Ceased  

 
Discussion ensued regarding the membership applications from .  

 
Motion: “To decline the memberships of ”. 
 
Mover:  
Seconder:  

CARRIED 
 

 
Motion: “That the memberships of  

 
be 

accepted and approved.”  
 
Mover:  
Seconder:            

CARRIED 
 

2.2. 2023 Meeting Dates 
 
Motion: “That the 2023 Meeting Dates be accepted.” 
 
Mover:  
Seconder:          

CARRIED 
 

2.3. 2023 Conference Fees  
 
Propose that conference fees stay the same as 2022 conference.  
 

Standard Young Nat 
Friday Gala Dinner $90 Friday Gala Dinner $45 
Saturday Conference $95 Saturday Conference $47 
Saturday JMDG Breakfast $40 Saturday JMDG Breakfast $20 
Saturday evening YN Event $40 Saturday evening YN Event $40 

 
 
Motion: “That the 2023 Annual State Conference fees are remain the same as 2022, $90 for the Gala 
Dinner, $95 for Conference, $40 for JMDG Breakfast, $40 for Saturday evening Young Nats event, 
and half price Gala Dinner, Conference and JMDG Breakfast for Young Nats members.” 
 
Mover:   
Seconder:  
 

CARRIED 
 

3. Matters for Discussion  
 
3.1. State Director’s Report  

 
 



 
 thanked  and his team for their work during the election. Reflected on achieving 

the best result since 1943.  
 

 presented research to the Board which demonstrated how accurate the pre-election day 
research was.  
 

 gave an update on the Shepparton, Morwell and Mildura campaigns. Each campaign was 
very different and we relied on the research to guide each campaign.  
 

 and  have both finished up with Head Office.  has returned from 
maternity leave.  
 

 has commissioned post-election research about what drove voters i.e. mailouts, digital, 
candidate. 
 

 also thanked the federal team for their efforts during the state election.  
 

3.2. State President’s Report  
 

 
 

 congratulated  and the team at VCHQ.  also congratulated  and his team.  
 
To have achieved our targets has been a fantastic result. Well done to all who were involved including 
members and supporters. 

 
Questions and discussion ensued.  
 

3.3. State Leader’s Report  
 

  
 

 spoke about head office and the parliamentary office doing a brilliant job during the campaign. 
Commented that going to a joint headquarters with the Liberals worked well.  
 
The research and work that was done during the campaign was extremely important. 
 
The Liberals had a lot of internal problems from the beginning. 
 
For our campaign the recipe was simple – stick to the plan. It was a deliberate plan that started two 
years ago. We had to stick to it, and we did – we had the discipline.  
 

 is the best possible result as Leader of the Liberals.  
 
We learnt that we have to do the research and preselect candidates that are community champions.  
 
To the team’s credit, we came of age in our digital campaign, for example the targeted digital 
campaign in Moe in the final week. 
 
MPs will be sworn in on the 20th of December.  
 
Researcher will be in attendance at MPs training in third week of January.  

 
Questions and discussion ensued. 
 

3.4. Federal Report  



 
  

 
 congratulated  and their teams.  

 
The federal team supported and assisted the Victorian division well.  
 
The federal MPs are being re-called to Parliament on Thursday next week for the energy deal.  
 
We stick to our values, we are consistent, at a federal level we transitioned seats and at a state level 
we won seats and transitioned. 
 
In the last 10 years we have been able to completely transform the party in terms of representation of 
women. We need to pride ourselves on this. At a membership level and a parliamentary team level we 
beat the Labor party and Liberal party in terms of gender.  
 
Federal and State Director will be undertaking incumbency meetings in the new year. 
 

 thanked , Anne and the federal team for their efforts, particularly with Mildura. 
 
Questions and discussed ensued. 
 

3.5. Finance Report  
 

 was an apology.  
 

 presented the finance report on the screen. Commented that we are in a healthy position in terms 
of the state campaign account.  
 
The finance committee met two weeks after the last state council. The Treasurer was not present for 
the meeting. 
 

 raised concerns about the Treasurer’s comments last State Council meeting.  
 
Motion: “That the Treasurer write a formal apology to State Council and the Board of Management 
and speak to it at the next State Council meeting”. 
 
Mover:  
Seconder:  
 

 mentioned that the party is subject to six audits in a calendar year, so the party is always under 
scrutiny.  
 
Discussion about Head Office staffing going forward.  
 
Federal MPs will be fundraising from early next year ahead of changes to legislation around donation 
laws and public funding.  
 

 commented that we are in a great position when compared to where we were at in 2018.  
 

3.6. Young Nationals Report  
 

  
 
Held over report for State Council.  
 

3.7. Women’s Executive Report  



 
  

 
Excellent to have six women as elected MPs following the state election. Held over report for State 
Council.  

 
3.8. Committee Reports  

 
3.8.1.  Membership  

 
  

 
Acknowledged the work of . Requested that we call for nominations at State Council 
for new members of the committee. Board agreed. 
 

3.8.2.  Rules Revision  
 

  
 
Nothing to report.  
 

3.8.3.  Policy  
 

  
 
Nothing to report.  
 

4. Matters for Noting  
 
4.1. Correspondence  

 
Nil. 
 

5. General Business  
 
5.1. Other Business  

5.1.1.   raised concerns about the new EPA body.  
5.1.2.  Motion for accepting the  membership was put back on the table due to Anne Webster’s 

absence at the beginning of the meeting. The motion was put again and the same result occurred. 
Membership applications were declined. 

5.1.3.   raised organisational policies – requested that we formulate a work plan for the new 
year.  

5.1.4.   raised the process for vetting of candidates.  explained some of the 
process including paperwork and interviews.  added that thorough checks are 
undertaken.  
 
Board will make a recommendation that candidates have to sign a stat dec as a legal requirement.  
 
Motion: “In reviewing candidate forms, Board of Management recommends that a statutory 
declaration be added to the required forms”.  
 
Mover:  
Seconder:  

 
5.1.5.  Condolence motion for  and . 

 



Motion: “That the Board of Management offers its condolences for the passing of members  
”. 

 
Mover:  
Seconder:  

 
 
6. Next Meeting 

 
Friday 24 February 2023, 6:00pm at Head Office. 
 

7. Meeting Close 
 

6.45pm 
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Dr 
Attached –   Health docs (as requested by Anne Monday 22 May for attachment to this
meeting)
Good afternoon,
Further to my call to Dr  then  earlier today, Dr Anne Webster is the member for the federal
electorate of Mallee, with Mildura its largest city. Dr Webster is also the shadow assistant minister for regional health.
She is pushing for a catheterisation laboratory (‘cath lab’) to be established in Mildura and was referred to Dr  by
Dr , who recently established a cath lab 
Dr Webster will be flying in to Melbourne on other business on Friday morning 26 May and we are looking at her
visiting the Victorian Heart Hospital at 1pm with her husband, Dr  Webster, who is a 

. We are setting aside an hour, if this suits, for the visit as Dr Webster must then get to another
commitment.
Please confirm whether the visit will be able to go ahead, and what protocols are required when visiting the Hospital.
Kind regards

 I Chief of Staff
Office of Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Assistant Minister for Regional Health
P: 03 5021 5987| M
E:  

Important: This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain confidential or legally
privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use or dissemination of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you receive this transmission in error please notify the author immediately and
delete all copies of this transmission.







 

* The Guidelines were updated in 2016 to clarify CSANZ’s role in providing advice to sites wishing to perform 

coronary interventional procedures in less than the recommended 12-month period. 
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The Cardiac Society of Australia and New Zealand in general endorses the ACC/AHA/SCAI 

Update of Guidelines for Percutaneous Intervention   

(http://www.acc.org/qualityandscience/clinical/guidelines/percutaneous/update/index.pdf), and 

the SCAI Expert Consensus Document on the Current Status and Future Directions of 

Percutaneous Coronary Interventional without on-site surgical backup.  (www.scai.org) 

 

The Cardiac Society believes that diagnostic coronary angiography and percutaneous coronary 

interventions (PCI) should only be performed were there are: 

• Proper hospital infrastructure and facilities; 

• Critical mass of appropriately trained workforce; 

• On site cardiac surgery or formalised links with a cardiac surgical unit. 

 

In addition, the safe performance of these procedures requires: 

• Careful patient selection; 

• Comprehensive staff training; 

• Structured clinical protocols. 

 

 

DIRECTOR OF LABORATORY 

 

All cardiac catheter laboratories should have a Director who is experienced in interventional 

procedures as described in “Guidelines for competency in diagnostic cardiac catheterisation and 

coronary angiography” and “Guidelines for competency in percutaneous coronary interventions 

(PCIs)”. 

 

These Guidelines were originally developed by a Working Group chaired by  

Dr Nigel Jepson. The Guidelines were reviewed in 2011 by members of the 

Interventional Council Executive, chaired by Dr Jim Stewart, and in 2016*. None 

of the reviewers have a Conflict of Interest to disclose.  

 

The guidelines were reviewed by the Quality Standards Committee and ratified at 

the CSANZ Board meeting held on Friday, 25th November 2016. 
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For centres without on site cardiac surgery the laboratory director or his nominee should establish 

a formal relationship with a cardiac surgical unit.  For rural and regional centres without cardiac 

surgery ideally the Director should be cross accredited at this referral hospital and perform 

procedures at this hospital on a regular basis.  

 

NURSING AND TECHNICAL STAFF TRAINING 

 

There are no nationally recognized training standards for nursing or technical staff in coronary 

angiography or angioplasty.  It is recognized that such training will need to be individualized in 

each institution but should include: 

• a didactic component; 

• on-site observational training; 

• hands-on experience as a second operator. 

 

For rural and regional centres it is recommended that the affiliated metropolitan tertiary hospital 

assume joint responsibility for training nursing and technical staff. 

 

CORONARY ANGIOGRAPHY 

 

Cardiologists performing diagnostic angiography should have completed training as outlined in 

CSANZ “Guidelines for competency in diagnostic cardiac catheterisation and coronary 

angiography.” 

 

Laboratories performing diagnostic angiography should have access to coronary care or intensive 

care facilities and they should be capable of inserting intra-aortic balloon pumps, and transvenous 

pacemakers.  Staff capable of managing patients with temporary pacing wires or intra aortic 

balloon pumps should be available in the coronary or intensive care unit to management patients 

requiring these devices following a coronary angiogram. 

 

Cardiac catheterization laboratories performing only diagnostic coronary angiography do not 

require on-site surgical facilities.  With careful patient selection it may be appropriate to perform 

angiography as a day case procedure.  Patients selected for day angiography should have a stable 

clinical profile.  Special care should be taken in cases with left main stenosis, critical valvular 

disease and in patients with significant associated co-morbidities including uncontrolled 

hypertension, unstable diabetes significant renal impairment or significant left ventricular 

impairment. 

 

ELECTIVE PERCUTANEOUS CORONARY INTERVENTION 

 

Units with and without on-site surgical back-up 

 

The Society believes that coronary interventional procedures are preferably performed in 

hospitals with on-site surgical support.  However the Society believes that centres without on site 

surgical backup can provide coronary interventional procedures in accordance with the following 

standards: 

• All operators and centres should meet the minimum requirements set in the Cardiac 

Society’s “Guidelines for Competency in Percutaneous Coronary Intervention (PCI)”. 

• Hospitals should accredit Cardiologists individually to perform PCIs. 

• Ideally there should be a minimum of two appropriately trained interventional 

cardiologists in centres providing elective PCI. 
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• Facilities providing only elective PCI should have an on-call team available to deal with 

post-procedural complications for at least 24 hours after the last procedure is performed. 

• It is not ideal that low volume operators (<100 PCIs per year) perform PCIs in low 

volume centres (centre performing <400 PCIs per year). 

• There should be access to Coronary Care facilities for routine post procedure 

management and an Intensive Care Unit to facilitate management of mechanically 

ventilated patients.  All units should have the ability to provide support IABP insertion 

and subsequent care and also the capability to provide a routine and urgent 

echocardiographic service. 

• Individual hospitals should have a written policy covering these issues.  It is 

recommended that these arrangements be reconfirmed at regular intervals (at least yearly) 

and updated when necessary. 

• The Society believes that under certain circumstances coronary interventions can be 

safely performed as a day case procedure.  Patients selected for day case angioplasty 

should have stable clinical profile and non-complex anatomy.  They should be 

functionally independent, or have adequate domestic support following discharge, to 

ensure they are able to promptly access medical attention should early post-procedural 

complications occur.  

 

Units without on-site surgical backup 

 

The Cardiac Society recognizes that rural patients have lower access to diagnostic angiography 

and interventional procedures.  Furthermore, the Society acknowledges that providing this service 

as close to the patient’s place of residence as possible facilitates equity of access which should 

result in improved quality of care. 

 

Under certain conditions the Cardiac Society believes that appropriately trained individuals can 

perform coronary interventional procedures safely in hospitals without on-site surgical backup.  

These include: 

 

Facilities contemplating performing coronary interventional procedures without on-site surgical 

back up should first develop a diagnostic coronary angiography service.  This should operate for 

12 months and demonstrate acceptable morbidity and mortality for performance of these 

procedures before commencing a coronary interventional program.  Consideration may be given 

to abbreviating this period particularly in circumstances where a highly experienced operator 

(performed more than 1000 PCI cases) is developing the new interventional service and is 

supported by appropriately skilled cardiac catheterization staff.  While the Interventional Council 

of the Cardiac Society of Australia and New Zealand does not have a mandate to credential 

facilities, or individuals within them, it does have a leadership role in establishing and 

maintaining standards in the region. As such, a volunteer from the Interventional Council may be 

available to inspect facilities if the Council is asked for its advice.  

 

• When consent is obtained from a patient to perform a PCI in a facility without on-site 

surgical backup, the potential delay in obtaining cardiac surgery for complications should 

be explained to individual patients.  

• Once coronary interventional procedures are performed at a facility, there should be an 

on call team available for at least 24 hours following the last case to deal with any post-

procedural complications. 



Guidelines on Support Facilities for Coronary Angiography and Percutaneous Coronary Intervention (PCI) 

including Guidelines on Performance of Procedures in Rural Sites (2016) 

 

 

  Page 4 

• The Society believes that careful selection of cases is important and patients with a stable 

clinical condition but high risk anatomy may be better served by performing the 

procedure in a facility with on-site surgical back up.  On the other hand the Society is 

aware of the potential benefits of early reperfusion with potential myocardial salvage in 

individuals with large ST elevation myocardial infarction or in individuals with 

cardiogenic shock. 

 

• Rural and regional centres without cardiac surgery should establish a formal liaison with 

a high volume PCI centre which has on site cardiac surgery. 

• There should be a formal written agreement with a cardiac surgery team and a 

policy for the transport of patients to the surgical centre. 

• There should be a formal agreement to perform high risk elective PCIs at the 

referral centre (see below). 

• The referral centre should assume joint responsibility for training of medical, 

nursing and technical staff. 

• The referral centre should participate in regular case discussion and peer review 

with the regional centre. 

• New PCI services, especially those in rural and regional centres more than 1 hour travel 

time from cardiac surgery, should be initially supervised by an experienced operator 

(experience of more than 1000 PCI cases), who should be present during cases and 

mentor less experienced operators.  This supervision should continue until the mentor and 

all operators are satisfied that local policies, facilities, case selection, and outcomes are 

sufficient to allow the service to operate safely without the presence of the mentor. 

• Rural and regional centres more than 1 hour travel time from cardiac surgery, should not 

perform elective, high risk PCIs defined as: 

 

Patients with: 

• Left ventricular ejection fraction < 25%. 

• Unprotected left main stenosis. 

• Single or multiple target lesions that in aggregate jeopardise over 50% of the 

remaining viable myocardium. 

 

Target lesion with: 

• Excessive proximal tortuosity or lesion angulation. 

• Moderate or greater calcification of the target lesion or proximal segment. 

• Bifurcation lesions (side branch > 2.25mm) where iatrogenic occlusion of a 

side branch would be an indication for emergency CABG. 

• Degenerative vein grafts. 

• Chronic total occlusion. 

 

 

 

 

 



Guidelines on Support Facilities for Coronary Angiography and Percutaneous Coronary Intervention (PCI) 

including Guidelines on Performance of Procedures in Rural Sites (2016) 
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PRIMARY PERCUTANEOUS CORONARY INTERVENTION 

 

• The Society believes that a policy of primary PCI should only be performed after an 

elective PCI program has been established and shown to perform with acceptable 

morbidity and mortality.  Outcomes appear to be optimal when the centre is treating more 

than 36 STEMIs with primary PCI per year (at least 11 cases per year/operator), however 

a policy of 24/7 primary PCI should not be offered until in the view of the laboratory 

director, there is:  

• Sufficient infrastructure (workforce and clinical services) to ensure that 

procedures can be performed safely outside routine working hours. 

• Appropriately trained interventional cardiologists willing to participate in 

such a program 

• Clearly defined roster of on-call interventionalists - for 24/7 cover, at least 

3 Interventional cardiologists are required to maintain an adequate roster 

but additional Interventionalists may be required depending on case load. 

• Patients transferred to a private facility as part of an in-field STEMI activation program 

should not denied primary PCI therapy at that facility if they do not have private health 

insurance coverage.  Similarly, these patients should not subsequently be expected to 

reimburse costs related to treatment. 

 

 

QUALITY ASSURANCE 

 

The Society believes that careful and complete record keeping and peer-review auditing of 

individual and procedural results is mandatory and an intrinsic part of quality assurance related to 

coronary angiography and coronary interventional procedures.  The lack of prompt availability of 

these details would constitute a major breach of this policy.  

 

 

Reference 

 

SCAI Consensus Statement on PCI w/o Surgical Back-up  www.scai.org/asset.axd?id=68c55b15-90df-

4e66-a345-4f31a1421fd8&t=634112004575130000 



 

 

The  Cardiac  Society  of  Australia  and  New  Zealand 
 

 

Position Statement 

Performance of and Support Facilities for a 

Primary Percutaneous Coronary Intervention (PCI) Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Primary PCI is indicated in patients with STEMI or MI with new LBBB presenting < 12 hours from 

symptom onset.  The benefits are dependent upon the delivery of prompt and expert therapy by 

an established and effective primary PCI program.  This Position Statement outlines the 

requirements to develop a dedicated acute infarct angioplasty service capable of delivering every 

day, 24 hour therapy. 

For the purpose of this document, primary PCI for STEMI incorporates patients undergoing 

rescue intervention for failed reperfusion after thrombolysis with evidence of either 

haemodynamic or electrical instability or ongoing ischaemia. 

Elective PCI and primary PCI for STEMI are different although obviously related disciplines.  

Experience in elective PCI only partially translates to experience with primary PCI for STEMI.  The 

volume-outcome relationship exists for both elective procedures and primary PCI but has 

important differences.  Available data indicate that the best results are obtained by operators 

who are highly experienced both in elective PCI and in primary PCI who work in institutions that 

have established an active program for primary PCI.  Operator experience in elective PCI is not 

sufficient to confer expertise in primary PCI as there are aspects and conduct unique to the 

urgent procedure. 

It is recommended that primary PCI for STEMI be performed by appropriately trained higher 

volume operators experienced in both elective and primary PCI.  All operators and centres 

should meet the minimum requirements set in the Cardiac Society’s “Position Statement for 

Competency in Percutaneous Coronary Intervention.”  Ongoing activity levels expected for 

maintenance of competence:  

Individual 75+ elective PCI procedures per year  

 11+ primary PCI cases per year 

Centre 36+ primary PCI procedures for STEMI per year 

 200+ overall PCI cases per year 

This Position Statement was originally developed by a Working Group chaired by  

Dr Nigel Jepson.  The Statement was reviewed by members of the Interventional Council 

Executive, chaired by Dr Jim Stewart.  None of the reviewers have a Conflict of Interest 

to disclose. 

The Statement was reviewed by the Continuing Education and Recertification Committee 

and ratified at the CSANZ Board meeting held on Friday 1
s t

 August 2014. 



Position Statement on Performance of and Support Facilities for a Primary PCI Service Page 2 
 

 

Personnel and facility requirements for an effective primary PCI program (irrespective of 

whether cardiac surgery is available onsite) - 

• Full support and commitment from hospital administration, fulfilling institutional 

requirements including support services. 

• A comprehensive system of care to shorten time between symptom onset and primary 

PCI should be in place.  Ideally this should include an ‘in-field activation’ program 

established in conjunction with local ambulance services to minimize treatment delays.  

Furthermore a system facilitating early recognition in the Emergency Department with 

prompt contact with the Cardiology team should be established.  Pathways of 

communication and a clearly defined mechanism of primary PCI activation needs to be 

implemented prospectively.  Real-time data feedback with Emergency Department and 

catheterisation laboratory staff should be undertaken. 

• Experienced nursing and technical catheterisation staff with training in interventional 

laboratories.  Personnel must be experienced in managing acutely unwell patients with 

haemodynamic and electrical instability. 

• Laboratory staff must be skilled in all aspects of interventional equipment and must 

participate in an on call schedule permitting laboratory operation 24 hours-per-day, 365-

days-per-year. 

• A well equipped and maintained catheterisation laboratory with high-resolution digital 

imaging capacity and an appropriately diverse inventory of interventional equipment 

including intra-aortic balloon pump capability and resuscitative equipment. 

• Coronary care unit staff must be adept in haemodynamic monitoring, temporary 

pacemaker operation and IABP management. 

• Primary PCI must be performed routinely as the treatment of first choice for STEMI 

around the clock to ensure streamlined care paths and increased case volumes.  Door to 

balloon times should not exceed 90 minutes. 

• Primary PCI may be reasonably considered by a high volume operator (experience > 

1000 PCI cases, including undertaking 11+ primary PCI per year) in an established unit 

with experience in elective PCI although without a dedicated 24 hours-per-day, 365-

days-per-year program.  This is particularly relevant to a non-metropolitan centre with 

adequate facilities and infrastructure and when the operator felt primary PCI was the 

preferred treatment strategy.  Audit of clinical outcomes in these patients would need to 

be closely monitored. 

• On-site rigorous data collection, ongoing program of outcomes review, benchmarking, 

quality improvement and formalized periodic case analysis.  Door to balloon times 

should be frequently reviewed as a component of quality assessment with a view to 

implementing strategies permitting optimal reperfusion within 90 minutes of 

presentation. 
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The Society believes that a policy of routine primary PCI should only be performed after an 

elective PCI program has been established and shown to perform with acceptable morbidity and 

mortality.  Hospital administration must fully support the program and enable provision of 

institutional requirements.  Institutions should participate in 3-6 month period of 

implementation, during which time development of a formalized primary PCI program is 

instituted that includes establishment of standards, training of staff, logistic development and 

creation of a quality-assessment and error management system. 

A policy of 24/7 primary PCI however should not be offered until in view of the laboratory 

director, there is: 

• Sufficient infrastructure (workforce and clinical services) to ensure that procedures can 

be performed safely outside routine working hours 

• Appropriately trained interventional cardiologists, willing to participate in such a 

program which should ideally include more than 2 interventional cardiologists.  

Primary PCI service without surgical back-up - 

• Operator and institutional experience as defined above 

• Proven plan for rapid transport to a cardiac surgical centre 

• Performed in a timely fashion (< 90 mins) 

• Case selection must be rigorous 

Caution: Discretion should be exercised when assessing haemodynamically stable 

patients with complex infarct related lesions that have TIMI 3 flow. 

Urgent transfer to institution with cardiac surgery of patients with: 

 High-grade residual left main or multi-vessel disease and clinical or 

haemodynamic instability after culprit vessel primary PCI, preferably with IABP 

support  

The Society believes that careful and complete record keeping and peer-review auditing of 

individual and procedural results is mandatory and an intrinsic part of quality assurance related 

to primary PCI procedures (whether undertaken with or without surgical backup).  The lack of 

prompt availability of these details would constitute a major breach of this policy. 



From: Assurance
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Date: Wednesday, 14 May 2025 3:40:39 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.gif

OFFICIAL
Dear Dr Webster
Thank you for the attached information regarding your attendance at the Victorian Nationals Christmas
Party on 9 December 2022 and your visit to the Victorian Heart Hospital on 26 May 2023. IPEA is
satisfied with the information provided.
With respect to you and your spouse’s travel to Melbourne on 21 June 2023 for personal reasons, I
understand that you advised  that you and Dr  Webster travelled from Melbourne to
Canberra on 22 June 2023 where you advised you also have a home base.
The Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017 (PBR Regulations) define “home base” as:
(a) for the Prime Minister—means any of the following:
(i) an official residence of the Prime Minister (or another residence provided by the
Commonwealth for the Prime Minister);

(ii) the residence nominated to IPEA by the Prime Minister as the Prime Minister’s
principal private place of residence; or
(b) for another member—means the member’s principal place of residence as nominated to
IPEA by the member; or
(c) for a family member of a member—means the family member’s principal place of residence
as nominated to IPEA by the member.
IPEA’s records show that you have nominated , Victoria as your home base. The
PBR Regulations do not provide for a secondary place of residence to be nominated as an alternative
home base.
I understand that you advised  that you returned to  with Dr Webster on 23 June
2023 following parliamentary business in Sydney. For your travel from Canberra to Melbourne (and
return) between 21-22 June 2023, and Dr Webster’s travel from  to Melbourne on 21 June 2023
to be consistent with the Parliamentary Business Resources framework, you should have returned to
your home base on 22 June 2023, immediately following the personal travel to Melbourne on 21 June
2023.
Based on the information provided, IPEA will need to invoice you for the flights set out above.
Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact me on .
Sincerely

Director, Assurance and Audit
Transparency, Integrity and Legal Branch
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: 

@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed

From: Webster, Anne (MP) 
Sent: Tuesday, 13 May 2025 3:05 PM
To: Assurance 
Cc:  (A. Webster, MP) ;  (A. Webster, MP) 
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Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is
safe.

Subject: CM: IPEA Inquiry Webster
Dear 
Thank you for taking my call earlier. I trust the attachments here are helpful and are what you are
looking for.
Please let me know if you need anything else.
Anne
Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Assistant Minister for Regional Health
E: 
P: 03 5021 5987

Important: This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain confidential or legally
privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use or dissemination of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you receive this transmission in error please notify the author immediately and
delete all copies of this transmission.



From: (A. Webster, MP)
To:
Cc:  (A. Webster, MP)
Subject: RE: CM: IPEA Inquiry Webster [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Thursday, 15 May 2025 4:41:32 PM
Attachments: image005.png

B12475934-WEBSTER  DR-Dep Date 21062023.msg

Good afternoon 

We have been reviewing our records today and trying to get to the bottom of what is being questioned.

Does IPEA have a record of being charged for Dr  Webster’s flights during these dates, or a record of Dr  Webster claiming those flights from IPEA?

Our records indicate that CTM paid for Dr  Webster’s flights via Dr Anne Webster’s personal credit card. I attach an email from CTM this afternoon on this subject.

Can you confirm which of Dr  Webster’s flights that reimbursement or claim was sought via IPEA for the period 21 to 23 June 2023?

It would be helpful, given the potentially confusing language about ‘Dr Webster’ and ‘Dr Webster’ if you could itemise the flights you would be seeking reimbursement
for, and who was the passenger..

I confirm that Dr  Webster attended with Dr Anne Webster MP to Lucas Heights, Sydney for the Sydney leg as she was attending on a parliamentary delegation to
the facility.

 I Chief of Staff
Office of Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Assistant Minister for Regional Health
P: 03 5021 5987| M: 
E: 

Important: This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain confidential or legally privileged information.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified
that any use or dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you receive this transmission in error please notify the author immediately and delete all copies of this transmission.

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 14 May 2025 3:41 PM
To: Webster, Anne (MP) 
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>; 

Subject: RE: CM: IPEA Inquiry Webster [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Dear Dr Webster

Thank you for the attached information regarding your attendance at the Victorian Nationals Christmas Party on 9 December 2022 and your visit to the
Victorian Heart Hospital on 26 May 2023. IPEA is satisfied with the information provided.

With respect to you and your spouse’s travel to Melbourne on 21 June 2023 for personal reasons, I understand that you advised  that you and Dr
 Webster travelled from Melbourne to Canberra on 22 June 2023 where you advised you also have a home base. 

The Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017 (PBR Regulations) define “home base” as:

(a) for the Prime Minister—means any of the following:
 (i) an official residence of the Prime Minister (or another residence provided by the Commonwealth for the Prime Minister);
 (ii) the residence nominated to IPEA by the Prime Minister as the Prime Minister’s principal private place of residence; or

(b) for another member—means the member’s principal place of residence as nominated to IPEA by the member; or
(c) for a family member of a member—means the family member’s principal place of residence as nominated to IPEA by the member.

IPEA’s records show that you have nominated  Victoria as your home base. The PBR Regulations do not provide for a secondary place of
residence to be nominated as an alternative home base.

I understand that you advised  that you returned to  with Dr Webster on 23 June 2023 following parliamentary business in Sydney. For your
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travel from Canberra to Melbourne (and return) between 21-22 June 2023, and Dr Webster’s travel from  to Melbourne on 21 June 2023 to be
consistent with the Parliamentary Business Resources framework, you should have returned to your home base on 22 June 2023, immediately following the
personal travel to Melbourne on 21 June 2023.
 
Based on the information provided, IPEA will need to invoice you for the flights set out above.
 
Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact me on .
 
Sincerely

Director, Assurance and Audit
Transparency, Integrity and Legal Branch
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: 

@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
 
From: Webster, Anne (MP)  
Sent: Tuesday, 13 May 2025 3:05 PM
To: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Cc: 
Subject: CM: IPEA Inquiry Webster

 
Dear 
Thank you for taking my call earlier. I trust the attachments here are helpful and are what you are looking for.
Please let me know if you need anything else.
Anne
 
 
 
Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Assistant Minister for Regional Health
E: 
P: 03 5021 5987
 

Important: This transmission is intended only for the use of the
addressee and may contain confidential or legally privileged information.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use or dissemination of this communication is strictly
prohibited.  If you receive this transmission in error please notify the author immediately and delete all copies of this transmission.
 
 
 

 
 

 



From: @travelctm.com
To:
Subject: -WEBSTER/  DR-Dep Date 21/06/2023
Date: Thursday, 15 May 2025 4:12:04 PM
Attachments: -WEBSTER  DR-Itinerary & Costing - Full.pdf

Hi 
 
I have confirmed with accounts that the flight >MEL 21 JUN 2023 was paid by cash. 
 
If you have evidence on a cc statement we can investigate further for you.
 
If this was suppose to be paid by cc we can reverse and organise the payment via the
correct method.
 
Best Regards, 

 | Corporate Consultant 
p | 1800 187 584 | +61 2  e | @travelctm.com w | travelctm.com
Corporate Travel Management | Parliament House, Parliament Dr, Canberra ACT 2600



Thursday 15 May 2025 16:11 - Sydney, NSW

WEBSTER  DR
Itinerary for

PNR Reference:
CTM After Hours

Debtor:
21 Jun 23

BOLUPA

Booked By:

23 Jun 23
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA)

Consultant:

Booking Number:

Departure Date:

Return Date:

CTM CONTACT INFORMATION

Should you require assistance with booking changes or amendments, please contact CTM 24/7 on the following numbers:
 
Within Australia - 1800 187 584 
Outside Australia - +61 
Email: 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR ITINERARY

Please check your itinerary is correct and contact CTM for any changes.

DetailsDate Service

Airline:Wednesday QANTAS AIRWAYSFlight

Arrival Date: Wed 21 Jun 23 at 11:50 MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
21 Jun 23

Flight QF
 AUSTRALIADeparture Date: Wed 21 Jun 23 at 10:25

Aircraft: De Havilland Canada DHC-8-300 Dash 8/8Q
Class: B - Economy FLEX
Stops: Non-Stop
Airline Reference: 5EI5E8
Code Share: /QANTASLINK - EASTERN AUSTRALIA A/L

ConfirmedStatus:
2 piecesBaggage:

Details:  AUSTRALIA (TERMINAL - ) MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA (TERMINAL -
TERMINAL 1), Dept Time 21-06-2023 10:25, Arrival Time 21-06-2023 11:50 - Travelling
time: 1 hr 25 mins - Meal Service: Refreshment

Airline:Thursday QANTAS AIRWAYSFlight

Arrival Date: Thu 22 Jun 23 at 16:55 CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA
22 Jun 23

Flight QF1522
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIADeparture Date: Thu 22 Jun 23 at 15:50

Aircraft: Boeing 717
Class: I - Business Class
Stops: Non-Stop
Airline Reference: 5EI5E8
Code Share: /QANTASLINK - NATIONAL JET SYSTEMS

ConfirmedStatus:
2 piecesBaggage:

Details: MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA (TERMINAL - TERMINAL 1) CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA
(TERMINAL - ), Dept Time 22-06-2023 15:50, Arrival Time 22-06-2023 16:55 -
Travelling time: 1 hr 5 mins - Meal Service: H

 4Page 1 of

Corporate Travel Management

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia

Level 13, 255 Elizabeth Street

Afterhours 

Toll Free:

Emergency:

Tel: 1800 187 584

1800 187 584 Internet:

ABN:

Email:

Lic:

www.travelctm.com

52 005 000 895

2TA5518



Thursday 15 May 2025 16:11 - Sydney, NSW

Airline:Friday QANTAS AIRWAYSFlight

Arrival Date: Fri 23 Jun 23 at 09:05 SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
23 Jun 23

Flight QF1426
CANBERRA, AUSTRALIADeparture Date: Fri 23 Jun 23 at 08:10

Aircraft: De Havilland Canada DHC-8-400 Dash 8Q
Class: B - Economy FLEX
Stops: Non-Stop
Airline Reference: 5EI5E8
Code Share: /SUNSTATE ON BEHALF OF EASTERN

ConfirmedStatus:
2 piecesBaggage:

Details: CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA (TERMINAL - ) SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA (TERMINAL - TERMINAL 3
DOMESTIC), Dept Time 23-06-2023 08:10, Arrival Time 23-06-2023 09:05 - Travelling
time: 0 hr 55 mins - Meal Service: Refreshment

Airline:Friday QANTAS AIRWAYSFlight

Arrival Date: Fri 23 Jun 23 at 20:15  AUSTRALIA
23 Jun 23

Flight QF
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIADeparture Date: Fri 23 Jun 23 at 17:50

Aircraft: De Havilland Canada DHC-8-300 Dash 8/8Q
Class: B - Economy FLEX
Stops: Non-Stop
Airline Reference: 5EI5E8
Code Share: /QANTASLINK - EASTERN AUSTRALIA A/L

ConfirmedStatus:
2 piecesBaggage:

Details: SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA (TERMINAL - TERMINAL 3 DOMESTIC) MILDURA, AUSTRALIA
(TERMINAL - ), Dept Time 23-06-2023 17:50, Arrival Time 23-06-2023 20:15 -
Travelling time: 2 hrs 25 mins - Meal Service: Refreshment

WEBSTER/  DR FF QF 

Frequent Flyer Numbers

Ticket Numbers

TKT QF 9647687570 - WEBSTER/  DR - ADULT - CBR-SYD

TKT QF 9647687568 - WEBSTER/  DR - ADULT - -MEL

TKT QF 9647687571 - WEBSTER/  DR - ADULT - SYD-

TKT QF 9647687569 - WEBSTER/  DR - ADULT - MEL-CBR
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Thursday 15 May 2025 16:11 - Sydney, NSW

Description Rates ex GST Taxes/Fees ex GST GST AUD TotalPre Pay

Ticket QF - B - Economy FLEX 123.77 46.38 17.02 187.17

9647687570 - 11 Jun 23 - ADULT

23 Jun 23

CANBERRA- SYDNEY

Ticket QF - B - Economy FLEX 300.81 28.39 32.92 362.12

9647687568 - 11 Jun 23 - ADULT

21 Jun 23

 MELBOURNE

Ticket QF - B - Economy FLEX 332.44 32.90 36.53 401.87

9647687571 - 11 Jun 23 - ADULT

23 Jun 23

SYDNEY- 

Ticket QF - I - Business Class 419.86 41.87 46.18 507.91

9647687569 - 11 Jun 23 - ADULT

22 Jun 23

MELBOURNE- CANBERRA

Due 149.54 132.65 1459.071176.88

Total Booking Cost Inc Pay Direct 132.65 1459.07

12 Jun 23Final Ticket Date:
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Thursday 15 May 2025 16:11 - Sydney, NSW

For more information on the CTM Global Privacy Policy please refer to:
https://www.travelctm.com/global-privacy-policy/

CTM Global Privacy Policy

For both domestic and international travel we recommend travellers familiarise themselves with destination and supplier policies regarding health and
safety requirements. This may include border restrictions, travel permits and vaccination or testing information.
 
For international travel it is the passenger’s responsibility to contact the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) or visit their website at
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au for general travel advice, as well as specific destination advice (including safety alert levels).
 
CTM’s Risk Hub tool can support travel arrangers and travellers in finding the latest and most reliable travel and health intelligence. For more information
on CTM’s travel tools, visit https://au.travelctm.com/technology.
 
For other general enquiries relating to CTM or our booking tool, visit our FAQs page on our website here: https://au.travelctm.com/ctm-customer-faqs.

Travel Advice

Baggage is included in most fare types, please refer to your itinerary for the included baggage allowance on each sector of your booking. Please note
Platinum, Gold, Silver frequent flyer members may receive additional baggage concessions

DOMESTIC BAGGAGE

JETSTAR
Check-in for Jetstar flights leaving from any domestic Australian destination is a minimum (recommended 60 minutes) before your scheduled flight. Check
in opens 2 hours prior to the scheduled flights and closes 40 minutes prior to scheduled departure time.
http://www.jetstar.com/au/en/planning-and-booking/checking-in/web-check-in
NOTE: Check in for domestic flights departing from an international terminal closes 60 minutes prior to departure.
www.jetstar.com/au/en/planning-and-booking/checking-in/domestic
 
QANTAS
QANTAS domestic flights check-in closes 30 minutes prior to scheduled departure time - except for flights numbered QF2000-QF2299 and QF7000-QF7299
departing from Sydney, check-in time is 1 hour. Online check-in is now available for QANTAS and QANTAS Link Australian domestic bookings between 24
hours and 1 hour before your flight departure.
http://www.qantas.com.au/travel/airlines/checkin/global/en
 
VIRGIN AUSTRALIA
Virgin Australia domestic flights check-in closes 30 minutes prior to scheduled departure time. Virgin Australia online check-in is available and opens
24hours before departure of your flights. Passengers wanting to utilise this facility must present a print out of your boarding pass at check in.
https://www.virginaustralia.com/au/en/travel-info/bookings/check-in/

DOMESTIC CHECK IN (JQ/QF/VA)

E ticket identification required by airlines:
Photo identification that has been issued by the Commonwealth of Australia or an Australian State or Territory. Acceptable photo identification includes:
drivers license, passport, any state, territory or federal government issued card, company issued identification, or a student card. Qantas acceptable non
photo identification includes: credit card used to pay for the ticket, other credit or debit cards, social security card, QF club or frequent flyer card, certified
copy/original of a birth of citizenship document. All ID’s must be current and valid.

E-TICKET
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From: Assurance
To:
Cc: Assurance;
Subject: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources - Family Reunion Travel - Flight for Dr  Webster -  to Melbourne - 21 June 2023 [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 23 May 2025 10:55:45 AM
Attachments: image001.gif
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OFFICIAL

Dear 

Thank you for your patience while IPEA investigated the payment associated with Dr  Webster’s flight from  to Melbourne on 21 June 2023.

IPEA has checked and confirmed with CTM that your office requested to pay for Dr  Webster’s flight using a personal account. Unfortunately, CTM
nonetheless charged Dr  Webster’s flight to IPEA and it has been paid by IPEA.  While CTM also advised your office (email of 15 May 2025 from 

 CTM Corporate Consultant) that Dr  Webster’s flight was paid by “cash”, CTM has advised that the term was used broadly to describe a CTM
process, and that in fact the flight was charged to IPEA. CTM acknowledges that the terminology is confusing.

We are further looking at this matter and Dr Anne Webster’s travel and will write shortly write to her regarding any travel costs that need to be repaid. You and
 will be copied in.

Sincerely

Director, Assurance and Audit
Transparency, Integrity and Legal Branch
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: +61 2 6215 3000
assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Good afternoon 

Thank you for your email regarding Dr Webster’s flights.

IPEA is further investigating this matter and will get back to you as soon as possible.

Sincerely

Director, Assurance and Audit
Transparency, Integrity and Legal Branch
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: 

@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed

From:  (A. Webster, MP) 
Sent: Thursday, 15 May 2025 4:34 PM
To:  
Cc: (A. Webster, MP) 
Subject: RE: CM: IPEA Inquiry Webster [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Good afternoon 

We have been reviewing our records today and trying to get to the bottom of what is being questioned.

Does IPEA have a record of being charged for Dr  Webster’s flights during these dates, or a record of Dr  Webster claiming those flights from IPEA?

Our records indicate that CTM paid for Dr  Webster’s flights via Dr Anne Webster’s personal credit card. I attach an email from CTM this afternoon on this subject.

Can you confirm which of Dr  Webster’s flights that reimbursement or claim was sought via IPEA for the period 21 to 23 June 2023?

It would be helpful, given the potentially confusing language about ‘Dr Webster’ and ‘Dr Webster’ if you could itemise the flights you would be seeking reimbursement
for, and who was the passenger..

I confirm that Dr  Webster attended with Dr Anne Webster MP to Lucas Heights, Sydney for the Sydney leg as she was attending on a parliamentary delegation to
the facility.

Attachment 7



 I Chief of Staff
Office of Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Assistant Minister for Regional Health
P: 03 5021 5987|  
E:  

Important: This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain confidential or legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified
that any use or dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you receive this transmission in error please notify the author immediately and delete all copies of this transmission.
 
From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 14 May 2025 3:41 PM
To: Webster, Anne (MP) 
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>;  (A. Webster, MP)  (A. Webster, MP)

Subject: RE: CM: IPEA Inquiry Webster [SEC=OFFICIAL]

 
OFFICIAL

 
Dear Dr Webster
 
Thank you for the attached information regarding your attendance at the Victorian Nationals Christmas Party on 9 December 2022 and your visit to the Victorian Heart
Hospital on 26 May 2023. IPEA is satisfied with the information provided.
 
With respect to you and your spouse’s travel to Melbourne on 21 June 2023 for personal reasons, I understand that you advised  that you and Dr 
Webster travelled from Melbourne to Canberra on 22 June 2023 where you advised you also have a home base.
 
The Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017 (PBR Regulations) define “home base” as:
 
(a) for the Prime Minister—means any of the following:
(i) an official residence of the Prime Minister (or another residence provided by the Commonwealth for the Prime Minister);

(ii) the residence nominated to IPEA by the Prime Minister as the Prime Minister’s principal private place of residence; or
(b) for another member—means the member’s principal place of residence as nominated to IPEA by the member; or
(c) for a family member of a member—means the family member’s principal place of residence as nominated to IPEA by the member.
 
IPEA’s records show that you have nominated , Victoria as your home base. The PBR Regulations do not provide for a secondary place of residence
to be nominated as an alternative home base.
 
I understand that you advised  that you returned to  with Dr Webster on 23 June 2023 following parliamentary business in Sydney. For your travel from
Canberra to Melbourne (and return) between 21-22 June 2023, and Dr Webster’s travel from  to Melbourne on 21 June 2023 to be consistent with the
Parliamentary Business Resources framework, you should have returned to your home base on 22 June 2023, immediately following the personal travel to Melbourne
on 21 June 2023.
 
Based on the information provided, IPEA will need to invoice you for the flights set out above.
 
Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact me on 
 
Sincerely

Director, Assurance and Audit
Transparency, Integrity and Legal Branch
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: 

@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
 
From: Webster, Anne (MP)  
Sent: Tuesday, 13 May 2025 3:05 PM
To: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Cc:  (A. Webster, MP)  (A. Webster, MP) 



Subject: CM: IPEA Inquiry Webster

 
Dear 
Thank you for taking my call earlier. I trust the attachments here are helpful and are what you are looking for.
Please let me know if you need anything else.
Anne
 
 
 
Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Assistant Minister for Regional Health
E: 
P: 03 5021 5987
 

Important: This transmission is intended only for the use of the
addressee and may contain confidential or legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use or dissemination of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you receive this transmission in error please notify the author immediately and delete all copies of this transmission.

 
 
 
 
 



From: Assurance
To:
Cc: Assurance; 
Subject: Correspondence - Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel - Dr Anne Webster MP [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 6 June 2025 9:35:17 AM
Attachments: Correspondence Dr Anne Webster MP Assurance Review Family Reunion Travel.pdf

Attachment A Email to Flights for Dr  Webster [SEC=OFFICIAL].pdf
Attachment B Email from the office of Dr Anne Webster MP Assurance Review of travel and travel-related
resources.pdf
Attachment C Correspondence Dr Anne Webster MP Assurance Review Family reunion travel Request for
further information.pdf
image001.gif

OFFICIAL
Dr Anne Webster MP
Member for Mallee
Good morning Dr Webster
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority for your consideration.
Sincerely

Nicole Pearson
Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed

Attachment 8







From: Assurance
To:
Cc: Assurance;
Subject: CM: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources - Family Reunion Travel - Flight for Dr  Webster -  to Melbourne - 21 June 2023 [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 23 May 2025 10:55:45 AM
Attachments: image004.png

OFFICIAL
 
Dear 
 
Thank you for your patience while IPEA investigated the payment associated with Dr  Webster’s flight from  to Melbourne on 21 June
2023.
 
IPEA has checked and confirmed with CTM that your office requested to pay for Dr  Webster’s flight using a personal account. Unfortunately,
CTM nonetheless charged Dr  Webster’s flight to IPEA and it has been paid by IPEA.  While CTM also advised your office (email of 15 May 2025
from  CTM Corporate Consultant) that Dr  Webster’s flight was paid by “cash”, CTM has advised that the term was used
broadly to describe a CTM process, and that in fact the flight was charged to IPEA. CTM acknowledges that the terminology is confusing.
 
We are further looking at this matter and Dr Anne Webster’s travel and will write shortly write to her regarding any travel costs that need to be
repaid. You and  will be copied in.
 
Sincerely
 

Director, Assurance and Audit
Transparency, Integrity and Legal Branch
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: +61 2 6215 3000
assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
Good afternoon 
 
Thank you for your email regarding Dr  Webster’s flights.
 
IPEA is further investigating this matter and will get back to you as soon as possible.
 
Sincerely
 

Director, Assurance and Audit
Transparency, Integrity and Legal Branch
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: 

@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
 
 
From:  (A. Webster, MP)  
Sent: Thursday, 15 May 2025 4:34 PM
To: 
Cc: (A. Webster, MP) 
Subject: RE: CM: IPEA Inquiry Webster [SEC=OFFICIAL]

 
 
Good afternoon 
 
We have been reviewing our records today and trying to get to the bottom of what is being questioned.
 
Does IPEA have a record of being charged for Dr  Webster’s flights during these dates, or a record of Dr  Webster claiming those flights from IPEA?
 
Our records indicate that CTM paid for Dr  Webster’s flights via Dr Anne Webster’s personal credit card. I attach an email from CTM this afternoon on this subject.
 
Can you confirm which of Dr  Webster’s flights that reimbursement or claim was sought via IPEA for the period 21 to 23 June 2023?
 
It would be helpful, given the potentially confusing language about ‘Dr Webster’ and ‘Dr Webster’ if you could itemise the flights you would be seeking reimbursement
for, and who was the passenger..
 
I confirm that Dr  Webster attended with Dr Anne Webster MP to Lucas Heights, Sydney for the Sydney leg as she was attending on a parliamentary delegation to
the facility.
 



 I Chief of Staff
Office of Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Assistant Minister for Regional Health
P: 03 5021 5987|  
E:  

Important: This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain confidential or legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified
that any use or dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you receive this transmission in error please notify the author immediately and delete all copies of this transmission.
 
From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 14 May 2025 3:41 PM
To: Webster, Anne (MP) 
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>;  (A. Webster, MP)  (A. Webster, MP)

Subject: RE: CM: IPEA Inquiry Webster [SEC=OFFICIAL]

 
OFFICIAL

 
Dear Dr Webster
 
Thank you for the attached information regarding your attendance at the Victorian Nationals Christmas Party on 9 December 2022 and your visit to the
Victorian Heart Hospital on 26 May 2023. IPEA is satisfied with the information provided.
 
With respect to you and your spouse’s travel to Melbourne on 21 June 2023 for personal reasons, I understand that you advised  that you and Dr

 Webster travelled from Melbourne to Canberra on 22 June 2023 where you advised you also have a home base.
 
The Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017 (PBR Regulations) define “home base” as:
 
(a) for the Prime Minister—means any of the following:
(i) an official residence of the Prime Minister (or another residence provided by the Commonwealth for the Prime Minister);

(ii) the residence nominated to IPEA by the Prime Minister as the Prime Minister’s principal private place of residence; or
(b) for another member—means the member’s principal place of residence as nominated to IPEA by the member; or
(c) for a family member of a member—means the family member’s principal place of residence as nominated to IPEA by the member.
 
IPEA’s records show that you have nominated  Victoria as your home base. The PBR Regulations do not provide for a secondary place of
residence to be nominated as an alternative home base.
 
I understand that you advised  that you returned to  with Dr Webster on 23 June 2023 following parliamentary business in Sydney. For your
travel from Canberra to Melbourne (and return) between 21-22 June 2023, and Dr Webster’s travel from  to Melbourne on 21 June 2023 to be
consistent with the Parliamentary Business Resources framework, you should have returned to your home base on 22 June 2023, immediately following the
personal travel to Melbourne on 21 June 2023.
 
Based on the information provided, IPEA will need to invoice you for the flights set out above.
 
Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact me on 
 
Sincerely

Director, Assurance and Audit
Transparency, Integrity and Legal Branch
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: 

@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
 
From: Webster, Anne (MP)  
Sent: Tuesday, 13 May 2025 3:05 PM
To: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Cc:  (A. Webster, MP)  (A. Webster, MP) 



Subject: CM: IPEA Inquiry Webster

 
Dear 
Thank you for taking my call earlier. I trust the attachments here are helpful and are what you are looking for.
Please let me know if you need anything else.
Anne
 
 
 
Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Assistant Minister for Regional Health
E: 
P: 03 5021 5987
 

Important: This transmission is intended only for the use of the
addressee and may contain confidential or legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use or dissemination of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you receive this transmission in error please notify the author immediately and delete all copies of this transmission.

 
 
 
 
 





Please don't hesitate to call me if you require any further information.
 
 
 
Kind regards,
 

 I Electorate Officer
Office of Dr Anne Webster MP

Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Assistant Minister for Regional Health
P: 03 5021 5987: E:  

|FP 

[Embedded Image]

Important: This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain
confidential or legally privileged information.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are
notified that any use or dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you receive
this transmission in error please notify the author immediately and delete all copies of this
transmission

 
 

________________________________________
From: "Assurance "
Sent: 5 February 2025 00:36
To: Webster, 
Cc: Assurance@ipea.gov.au
Subject: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources

 
 

OFFICIAL
 
Dr Anne Webster MP
Member for Mallee
 
Dear Dr Webster
 



 
Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.

Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority.
 
Sincerely
 
[Embedded Image]

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
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Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is
safe.

OFFICIAL

Dr Anne Webster MP

Member for Mallee

Good morning Dr Webster

Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority for
your consideration.

Sincerely

[Embedded Image]

Nicole Pearson

Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal

Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority

One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603

E: assurance@ipea.gov.au

W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed



You don't often get email from Learn why this is important

Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Assurance
To: "Anne Webster MP"; Assurance
Cc:
Subject: Assurance Re iew of Family Reunion ra el  Dr Anne Webster MP (Case Ref:  [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 20 June 2025 3:14:38 PM
Attachments: Correspondence Dr Anne Webster MP Assurance Review Family Reunion Travel.pdf

OFFICIAL

Dr Anne Webster MP
Member for Mallee

Dear Dr Webster

Thank you for your email confirming that D Webster’s travel to Melbourne was for personal reasons. As indicated below,  this travel was paid for using your parliamentary travel resources, and will need to be recovered by IPEA.

Further, as requested in our letter dated 6 June 2025, attached again for your convenience, could you please confirm by Friday 27 June 2025, whether your own travel Canberra to Melbourne and return between 21-22 June 2023 was also solely for personal reasons. If this is the case, those travel costs, which
were paid for using parliamentary travel resources, will also need to be recovered.

Once you have responded to the latter question, IPEA will proceed to finalise the Assurance Review of your use of family travel and other resources, and will provide you with a draft consultation copy. We will also provide the invoices for repayment at that time.

Should you have any questions, please call me on

Sincerely

Director, Assurance and Audit
Transparency, Integrity and Legal Branch
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: 
assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed

From: Anne Webster MP 
Sent: Friday, 6 June 2025 4:28 PM
To: Assurance 
Cc:
Subject: CM: Correspondence - Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel - Dr Anne Webster MP [SEC=OFFICIAL] (Case Ref )

Good afternoon,

As previously stated, Dr  Webster attended an overnight stay for personal reasons to meet with Dr Anne Webster  It was initially believed, based on advice from CTM, that the flights were paid for using Dr Webster s personal credit card  However, IPEA has since confirmed to you that the flights were paid for by IPEA

Considering this, could you please issue an invoice to Dr Webster for the cost of those flights?
Kind regards,

I Electorate Officer
Office of Dr Anne Webster MP

Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Minister for Regional Development, Local Government and Territories
Shadow Minister for Regional Communications

P: 03 5021 5987: E: 
|FP 

________________________________
From: Assurance < Assurance@ipea gov au >
Sent: 05 June 2025 23:35
To: Webster
Cc: Assurance@ipea gov au  
Subject: Correspondence - Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel - Dr Anne Webster MP [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Dr Anne Webster MP
Member for Mallee

Good morning Dr Webster

Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority for your consideration

Sincerely

[Embedded Image]
Nicole Pearson
Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea gov au
W: www ipea gov au & www ipea gov au/ed
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You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important

Be careful with this message
External email  Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe

From: (A. Webster, MP)
To: Assurance
Cc: (A. Webster, MP)
Subject: RE: Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel - Dr Anne Webster MP (Case Ref: ) [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Monday, 23 June 2025 10:48:40 AM
Attachments: mage002.jpg

H
Dr Webster has reviewed your e-mail and indicates that she will repay the Canberra – Melbourne return trip on 21-22 June 2023
Kind regards,

I Chief of Staff
Office of Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Minister for Regional Development, Local Government and Territories
Shadow Minister for Regional Communications
P  03 5021 5987| M  
E  

Important  This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain confidential or legally privileged information  If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use or dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited  If you receive this transmission in error please notify the author immediately and delete all copies of this
transmission

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea gov au> 
Sent: Friday, 20 June 2025 3 14 PM
To: 'Anne Webster MP' >; Assurance <Assurance@ipea gov au>
Cc:
Subject: Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel - Dr Anne Webster MP (Case Ref   [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Dr Anne Webster MP
Member for Mallee
Dear Dr Webster

Thank you for your email confirming that Dr Webster’s travel to Melbourne was for personal reasons. As indicated below, this travel was paid for using your parliamentary travel resources, and will need to be recovered by IPEA.
Further, as requested in our letter dated 6 June 2025, attached again for your convenience, could you please confirm by Friday 27 June 2025, whether your own travel Canberra to Melbourne and return between 21-22 June 2023 was also solely for personal reasons. If this is the case, those travel costs, which
were paid for using parliamentary travel resources, will also need to be recovered.
Once you have responded to the latter question, IPEA will proceed to finalise the Assurance Review of your use of family travel and other resources, and will provide you with a draft consultation copy. We will also provide the invoices for repayment at that time.
Should you have any questions, please call me on
Sincerely

Director, Assurance and Audit
Transparency, Integrity and Legal Branch
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: 
assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed

From: Anne Webster MP 
Sent: Friday, 6 June 2025 4 28 PM
To: Assurance 
Cc:
Subject: CM  Correspondence - Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel - Dr Anne Webster MP [SEC=OFFICIAL] (Case Ref )

Good afternoon,

As previously stated, Dr Webster attended an overnight stay for personal reasons to meet with Dr Anne Webster  It was initially believed, based on advice from CTM, that the flights were paid for using Dr Webster’s personal credit card  However, IPEA has since confirmed to you that the flights were paid for by IPEA

Considering this, could you please issue an invoice to Dr Webster for the cost of those flights?
Kind regards,

 I Electorate Officer
Office of Dr Anne Webster MP

Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Minister for Regional Development, Local Government and Territories
Shadow Minister for Regional Communications

P: 03 5021 5987  E  
FP 

________________________________
From  Assurance < Assurance@ipea gov au >
Sent  05 June 2025 23 35
To  Webster,
Cc  Assurance@ipea gov au, 
Subject  Correspondence - Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel - Dr Anne Webster MP [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Dr Anne Webster MP
Member for Mallee
Good morning Dr Webster
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority for your consideration
Sincerely
[Embedded Image]
Nicole Pearson
Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea gov au
W: www ipea gov au & www ipea gov au/ed
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E: parlrepayments@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au

 

 







Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is
safe.

OFFICIAL

Dr Anne Webster MP

Member for Mallee

Good morning Dr Webster

Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority for
your consideration.

Sincerely

[Embedded Image]

Nicole Pearson

Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal

Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority

One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603

E: assurance@ipea.gov.au

W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed



You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important

Be careful with this message
External email  Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe

From:
To: Assurance
Cc:
Subject: RE: Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel - Dr Anne Webster MP ) [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Monday, 23 June 2025 10:48:40 AM
Attachments: mage002.jpg

H
Dr Webster has reviewed your e-mail and indicates that she will repay the Canberra – Melbourne return trip on 21-22 June 2023
Kind regards,

I Chief of Staff
Office of Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Minister for Regional Development, Local Government and Territories
Shadow Minister for Regional Communications
P  03 5021 5987| M

Important  This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain confidential or legally privileged information  If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use or dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited  If you receive this transmission in error please notify the author immediately and delete all copies of this
transmission

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea gov au> 
Sent: Friday, 20 June 2025 3 14 PM
To: 'Anne Webster MP' ; Assurance <Assurance@ipea gov au>
Cc:
Subject: Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel - Dr Anne Webster MP  [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Dr Anne Webster MP
Member for Mallee
Dear Dr Webster

Thank you for your email confirming that Dr Webster’s travel to Melbourne was for personal reasons. As indicated below, this travel was paid for using your parliamentary travel resources, and will need to be recovered by IPEA.
Further, as requested in our letter dated 6 June 2025, attached again for your convenience, could you please confirm by Friday 27 June 2025, whether your own travel Canberra to Melbourne and return between 21-22 June 2023 was also solely for personal reasons. If this is the case, those travel costs, which
were paid for using parliamentary travel resources, will also need to be recovered.
Once you have responded to the latter question, IPEA will proceed to finalise the Assurance Review of your use of family travel and other resources, and will provide you with a draft consultation copy. We will also provide the invoices for repayment at that time.
Should you have any questions, please call me on
Sincerely

Director, Assurance and Audit
Transparency, Integrity and Legal Branch
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
T: +
assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed

From: Anne Webster MP 
Sent: Friday, 6 June 2025 4 28 PM
To: Assurance 
Cc:
Subject: CM  Correspondence - Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel - Dr Anne Webster MP [SEC=OFFICIAL] (Case Ref

Good afternoon,

As previously stated, Dr Webster attended an overnight stay for personal reasons to meet with Dr Anne Webster  It was initially believed, based on advice from CTM, that the flights were paid for using Dr Webster’s personal credit card  However, IPEA has since confirmed to you that the flights were paid for by IPEA

Considering this, could you please issue an invoice to Dr Webster for the cost of those flights?
Kind regards,

 I Electorate Officer
Office of Dr Anne Webster MP

Dr Anne Webster MP
Federal Member for Mallee
Shadow Minister for Regional Development, Local Government and Territories
Shadow Minister for Regional Communications

P: 03 5021 5987  E: anne webster mp@aph gov au 

________________________________
From  Assurance < Assurance@ipea gov au >
Sent  05 June 2025 23 35
To
Cc  Assurance@ipea gov au, 
Subject  Correspondence - Assurance Review of Family Reunion Travel - Dr Anne Webster MP [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Dr Anne Webster MP
Member for Mallee
Good morning Dr Webster
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority for your consideration
Sincerely
[Embedded Image]
Nicole Pearson
Chief of Transparency, Integrity and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
E: assurance@ipea gov au
W: www ipea gov au & www ipea gov au/ed
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