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Legislative framework

8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

IPEA applied the Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017 (PBR Act) and its associated
instruments as the relevant legislation for this Assurance Review. The Parliamentary Business
Resources framework is a principles-based framework (legislative framework) that requires
parliamentarians to ensure expenditure is incurred for the ‘dominant purpose’ of conducting
parliamentary business and in a manner that represents ‘value for money’.

The legislation relevant to this Assurance Review is:
a. Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017 (the PBR Act)
b. Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017 (the PBR Regulations)

c. Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 (the
Determination)

d. Parliamentary Business Resources (Commonwealth Transport) Determination 2017

Obligations: The principles-based legislative framework imposes a number of obligations upon
parliamentarians in relation to their use of work resources. In summary, parliamentarians are
personally responsible and accountable for their use of work resources. They must be prepared
to publicly justify their use of work resources for conducting their parliamentary business, and
must act ethically and in good faith in using, and accounting for the use of, those resources.

Parliamentarians are not able to claim work resources unless their travel:

e s for the dominant purpose of conducting their parliamentary business;
e represents value for money; and

e meets the relevant conditions connected to the travel claim or expense.
Section 6 of the PBR Act provides the following meaning of parliamentary business:

(1) The parliamentary business of a member means any of the following:

(a) the parliamentary duties of a member, being activities of the member that:
i. relate directly to the member’s role as a member; and
ii. are determined for the purposes of paragraph (4)(a);

(b) the electorate duties of the member, being activities of the member that:
i. support or serve the member’s constituents; and
ii. are determined for the purposes of paragraph (4)(b);

(c) the party political duties of the member, being activities determined for the purposes of
paragraph (4)(c);

(d) for a member who is an office holder or a Minister of State — the official duties of the
member being activities that:
i. relate to the member’s role as an office holder or Minister of State; and
ii. are determined for the purposes of paragraph (4)(d)

Subsection 6(4) of the PBR Act provides that the Minister must determine activities of a member
that are parliamentary duties of the member, or electorate duties of the member, or party
political duties of the member, or official duties of the member. The Determination determines
the activities which fall within the four duty streams set out in section 6 of the PBR Act.
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14. Section 6 of the PBR Regulations provides the meaning of family reunion purposes as:

A family member of a member travels for family reunion purposes if:
(a) the member is travelling within Australia for the dominant purpose of conducting the
member’s parliamentary business; and
(b) the family member travels to accompany or join the member; and
(c) the travel by the family member is for the dominant purpose of facilitating the family life
of the member’s family.

15. Section 4 of the PBR Regulations provides the following meaning of family member:
(a) the member’s spouse or nominee;
(b) a dependent child of the member;
(c) adesignated person in relation to the member.

Assurance Review methodology

Background

16. Under IPEA’s Assurance program, IPEA conducts ongoing, systematic analysis of the
parliamentary business resources accessed by parliamentarians and their staff via a combination
of regular transaction sampling and review of publicly available information.

17. In 2024, IPEA commenced a Preliminary Assessment into family reunion travel by
Senator Hanson-Young and her family members during the period in scope.

18. After excluding family travel to and from Canberra, the Preliminary Assessment found that
parliamentary business resources were used by Senator Hanson-Young during the period in
scope.

19. On 4 February 2025, IPEA commenced an Assurance Review of Senator Hanson-Young’s family
reunion travel.

Scope of Assurance Review

20. The scope of this Assurance review is family travel by Senator Hanson-Young and her spouse
between 1 July 2021 and 30 June 2023. Family travel to and from Canberra to reunite family
with the parliamentarian is excluded.

Method

21. IPEA considered the legislative framework and applied the following questions:
a. What was the dominant purpose of the travel?

b. What was the nature of the parliamentary business?

c. Did the travel by the family member meet the three-part test under section 6 of the
PBR Regulations?

22. In assessing whether the dominant purpose of the travel was parliamentary business, IPEA
considered:
a. the parliamentarian’s role, and

b. any supporting evidence relating to their travel.



23.
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IPEA conducted the Assurance Review by examining and assessing:
a. information held by IPEA, including in the Parliamentary Expenses Management
System

b. the legislative framework and supporting guidelines
c. information provided by the parliamentarian

d. parliamentary sitting timetables from the APH website (www.aph.gov.au)

Assessment of work resources

Summary of findings

Analysis

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Senator Hanson-Young and her spouse undertook two trips using parliamentary work resources
for which IPEA required additional information to assess whether their use of family reunion
travel was consistent with the legislative framework.

Senator Hanson-Young flew from Adelaide to the Gold Coast on 3 May 2023 using parliamentary
work resources for flights, ground transport and 3 nights of travel allowance on the Gold Coast.
Her spouse flew from Adelaide using family reunion travel resources to join her on the Gold
Coast on 5 May 2023. Senator Hanson-Young and her spouse then travelled to Canberra on 7
May 2023, using parliamentary work resources for flights and ground transport.

Senator Hanson-Young and her spouse also flew from Adelaide to Sydney on 6 June 2023, using
parliamentary work resources for flights, ground transport and 1 night of travel allowance in
Sydney. The Senator and her spouse returned to Adelaide on 7 June 2023, using parliamentary
work resources for flights and ground transport.

On 4 February 2025, IPEA wrote to Senator Hanson-Young detailing the requirements of the
legislative framework and identifying the travel using parliamentary work resources for the
period in scope (Attachment 1). Senator Hanson-Young was asked about the dominant purpose
of her travel and the nature of her parliamentary business, with reference to the Determination.
Senator Hanson-Young was also asked to advise whether her spouse’s travel met the three-part
test in Section 6 of the PBR Regulations. A response was requested by 28 February 2025.

Senator Hanson-Young responded on 27 February 2025 (Attachment 2).

Gold Coast Travel

29.

30.

In her response the Senator stated that the dominant purpose of her travel to the Gold Coast
was parliamentary duties, relating to her role as Chair of the Senate Environment and
Communication References Committee and as the Greens policy portfolio holder for Arts and
Communications. She travelled to the Gold Coast to attend the Screen Forever Conference as
both a guest speaker, and to engage and consult stakeholders and industry representatives in
the screen production, film and media sector.

She stated “I participated in the formal program as guest speaker and panelist, and attended the
various conference dinners and events. | also engaged in a number of side events and meetings
with various industry representatives and stakeholders.”
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31. The Senator provided multiple pieces of evidence to support her response, including the
invitation to the conference, a media article providing a summary of the conference, and a press
release issued after the event.

32. The Senator also confirmed that her spouse’s travel met the three-part test in section 6 of the
Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017:
a. she was travelling for the dominant purpose of conducting her parliamentary business;
and
b. the family member was travelling to accompany or join her; and
c. the family members travel was for the dominant purpose of facilitating family life

33. IPEA accepts that the dominant purpose of the travel undertaken by Senator Hanson-Young to
the Gold Coast was parliamentary business, specifically parliamentary duties, and that her
spouse accompanied her for the dominant purpose of facilitating family life.

Sydney Travel

34. In her response, the Senator stated that the dominant purpose of her travel to Sydney on 6 June
2023 was parliamentary duties, relating to her role as Chair of the Senate Environment and
Communication References Committee and as the Greens policy portfolio holder for Arts and
Communications.

35. She stated in relation the question on the nature of her parliamentary business in Sydney:

“Parliamentary Duties, as per Schedule 1, paragraphs (a), (b), (c ) and (e) of the Determination.
Relating to my role Chair of Senate Environment & Communication References Committee and as
Greens policy portfolio holder for Arts and Communications.

I was in Sydney as a guest speaker and panelist for a public forum on the future of media regulation,
relevant parliamentary legislation and impact of the Murdoch empire on the Australian media
landscape. The event was hosted by the Australian media company “Crikey”.

36. The Senator provided multiple pieces of evidence to support her response including the official
panellist briefing document for the event and media coverage.

37. The Senator also confirmed that her spouse’s travel met the three-part test in section 6 of the
Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017:
a. she was travelling for the dominant purpose of conducting her parliamentary business;
and
b. the family member was travelling to accompany or join her; and
c. the family members travel was for the dominant purpose of facilitating family life

38. IPEA accepts that the dominant purpose of the travel undertaken by Senator Hanson-Young to
Sydney was parliamentary business, specifically parliamentary duties, and that her spouse
accompanied her for the dominant purpose of facilitating family life.

Conclusion

39. Having regard to the information made available from Senator Hanson-Young, IPEA found that
the use of family reunion travel resources was consistent with the legislative framework.
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Cc: Assurance

Subject: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources — Family Reunion Travel [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Wednesday, 5 February 2025 4:13:36 PM
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Dear Senator Hanson-Young
Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.
Sincerely

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority

One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603

E: assurance@ipea.gov.au

W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed
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5 February 2025
Senator Sarah Hanson-Young
Senator for SA

Level 7, 147 Pirie Street
Adelaide, SA, 5000

it

Dear Senator Hanson-Young

Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources — Family Reunion Travel

The Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA) has responsibility under the
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority Act 2017 to undertake assurance activities

in relation to the work expenses of members of parliament.

Please note that IPEA publishes completed assurance reviews on the website at
www.ipea.gov.au/assurance-audit/published-assurance-reviews.

IPEA is undertaking an Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources accessed in
relation to your family reunion travel between 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2023.

Legislative framework

The use of travel expenses for family reunion must meet the three-part test below, set out
in section 6 of the Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017:

A family member of a member travels for family reunion purposes if:

(a) the member is travelling within Australia for the dominant purpose of
conducting the member's parliamentary business; and

(b) thefamily member travels to accompany or join the member; and

(c) the travel by the family member is for the dominant purpose of facilitating
the family life of the member's family.

One Canberra Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603 e Telephone 02 6215 3000
Internet www.ipea.gov.au
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Section 6 of the Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017 (the PBR Act) and the
Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 (the
Determination — Attachment A) define the four streams of parliamentary business. These
are parliamentary duties, electorate duties, party political duties and official duties.

The principles parliamentarians are to apply when utilising public resources are set out in
part 3 - division 2 of the PBR Act.

Action Required

Attachment B details your Commonwealth-funded family reunion travel within the period
that is relevant to this Assurance Review, and we have set out questions for your response.
Where we have asked about the nature of your parliamentary business, please reference
the definition of Parliamentary Business as outlined in the Determination and provide
copies of documentation to support your response, such as diary notes, invitations or
media reporting.

Please provide a written response via email to assurance@ipea.gov.au, by close of business

on 28 February 2025, or advise us prior to the date if you need more time.

Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact-o_

Yours sincerely

!!g !ranc! Hanager, Transparency, Assurance & Legal

Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603

One Canberra Avenue, Forrest ACT 2603 e Telephone 02 6215 3000
Internet www.ipea.gov.au
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Parliamentary Business Resources
(Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017

I, Mathias Cormann, Minister for Finance, make the following determination.

Dated 14 December 2017

Mathias Cormann
Minister for Finance

Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 1
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1 Name

This instrument is the Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary
Business) Determination 2017.

2 Commencement

This instrument commences at the same time as the Parliamentary Business
Resources Act 2017.

3 Authority

This instrument is made under section 6 of the Parliamentary Business
Resources Act 2017.

4 Interpretation
(1) In this instrument:

Act means the Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017.

Note: A number of expressions used in this instrument are defined in the definitions
section of the Act, including the following:

(a) constituent;

(b) member,

(c) office holder, and
(d) vice regal function.

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, an activity specified in a Schedule to this
determination is specified whether it takes place within Australia or overseas.

Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 1
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5 Parliamentary business of members

(1) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(a) of the Act, the parliamentary duties of a
member are the activities specified in Schedule 1 for that member.

(2) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(b) of the Act, the electorate duties of a
member are the activities specified in Schedule 2 for that member.

(3) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(c) of the Act, the party political duties of a
member are the activities specified in Schedule 3 for that member.

(4) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(d) of the Act, the official duties of a member
are the activities specified in Schedule 4 for that member.

Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 2
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Schedule 1—Parliamentary duties

(Act s 6(4)(a))

Column 1 Column 2

Member (or Parliamentary duties

class)

All members In the member’s capacity as a member of the Parliament:

who are a a) Preparing for, participating in and attending to business arising
senator or from proceedings of the Parliament, whether by committee of
member of the the whole or otherwise;

House of b) Developing, reviewing or amending legislation or proposed
Representatives legislation, and activities engaged in for that purpose;

¢) Undertaking research, communication (including with
stakeholders) or administration connected with the business of
the Parliament, the member’s policy portfolio, or their role as a
member;

d) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to matters arising
from an official government, parliamentary or vice regal
meeting, event or function;

e) Preparing for, participating in and attending to matters arising
from a meeting (including with stakeholders), event or function
for the purposes of their role as a member, including in relation
to the member’s policy portfolio;

f) Preparing for, participating in, or attending to business arising
from a non-Parliamentary committee, taskforce or other formal
group in which the member participates;

g) Representing the Parliament, in accordance with an approval of
the Parliament or a House of the Parliament, and engaging in
associated activities for that purpose;

h) Representing a Minister or office holder in their official
capacity, at the request of that Minister or office holder, at a
meeting, event or function;

i) Representing the Government or Australia, with the approval of
the Prime Minister.

Note: For Ministers representing the Government or
Australia in their capacity as a Minister, this would be part of
the member’s official duties (see Schedule 4).

Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 3
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Schedule 2—Electorate duties

(Act s 6(4)(b))

Column 1 Column 2

Member (or Electorate duties

class)

All members In the member’s capacity as their constituent’s elected representative:
who are a a) Facilitating and participating in debate, discussion, a meeting,
senator or event or function, or undertaking research or administrative
member of the functions relating to matters of importance or interest to
House of constituents (including matters that do not relate exclusively to
Representatives constituents, such as matters of national importance);

b) Otherwise communicating with constituents;
c) Representing the views and interests of constituents.

Schedule 3—Party political duties

(Act s 6(4)(c))

Column 1 Column 2

Member (or Party political duties

class)

All members In respect of the political party to which the member belongs,

who are a participating in any of the following in their capacity as an elected
senator or Senator or member of the House of Representatives:

member of the a) a formal meeting of the political party (including a meeting of
House of the party executive, a committee or a subcommittee);
Representatives b) a national, state or territory conference.

Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 4
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Schedule 4—Official duties

(Act s 6(4)(d))

Column 1 Column 2

Member (or Official duties

class)

All office In the member’s official capacity (being their capacity as a Minister or
holders and office holder, as the case may be):

Ministers of a) Exercising the powers or functions, or performing the duties, of the
State member’s office, or activities engaged in for the purposes of doing

S0;

b) Attending an event to which the member has been invited in their
official capacity;

c) Other activities directly related to, and engaged in for the purposes
of, performing the member’s official role.

Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 5

Authorised Version F2017L01691 registered 20/12/2017
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From:

To: Assurance

Cc:

Subject: Re: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources — Family Reunion Travel [SEC=0OFFICIAL]
Date: Thursday, 27 February 2025 9:56:56 PM

Attachments: image001.gif

original-CC267900-4F38-4C0D-92A4-2F4BCOC5E03D.jpeg
Panellist Briefing Crikey Event June 2023.pdf

Hell .

Please find below and attached responses to your questions. Please contact me directly if
you have any questions and need clarification. I am available on

Thank you,
Senator Sarah Hanson-Young

Senator for South Australia.

Greens Manager of Parliamentary Business.

Greens Spokesperson for Environment, Communications and the Arts.

Chair, Senate Environment & Communications References Committee.

Deputy Chair, Senate Environment & Communications Legislation Committee.

Responses to Assurance questions:

Gold Coast
1. What was the dominant purpose of your travel to the Gold Coast on 3 May 20237

The dominant purpose for my travel was “Parliamentary Duties”, as per Schedule 1,
paragraphs (a), (b), (c ) and (e) of the Determination.

2. With reference to the Determination at Attachment A, what was the nature of your
parliamentary business on the Gold Coast between 3 and 7 May
20237

Parliamentary Duties, as per Schedule 1, paragraphs (a), (b), (¢ ) and (e) of the
Determination. Relating to my role Chair of Senate Environment & Communication
References Committee and as Greens policy portfolio holder for Arts and
Communications.

My travel to the Gold Coast was to attend the Screen Forever Conference as both a
guest speaker and to engage and consult stakeholders and industry representatives in
the screen production, film and media sector.

The Screen Forever Conference is hosted annually by Australia’s leading film and
screen industry body, Australian Screen Producers Association (SPA).

| participated in the formal program as guest speaker and panelist, and attended the
various conference dinners and events. | also engaged in a number of side events and
meetings with various industry representatives and stakeholders.
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Attached Documentation:

e invitation to the Conference.
e Media article providing a summary of the conference here:

https://www.screenhub.com.au/news/opinions-analysis/screen-forever-2023-
need-to-know-2613542/

o Press release issued after the event: https://greens.org.au/news/media-
release/quotas-local-content-streaming-platforms-are-long-overdue

3. Please advise whether your family members' travel expenses meet the three-part test
in section 6 of the Parliamentary Business

Resources Regulations 2017:

a. You were travelling for the dominant purpose of conducting your parliamentary
business;

b. Your family members were travelling to accompany or join you; and

c. Your family members' travel was for the dominant purpose of facilitating family life.

Yes, my husband's travel meets this test.

Sydney
4. What was the dominant purpose of your travel to Sydney on 6 June 20237

The dominant purpose for my travel was “Parliamentary Duties”, as per Schedule 1,
paragraphs (a), (b), (c ) and (e) of the Determination.

5. With reference to the Determination at Attachment A, what was the nature of your
parliamentary business in the Sydney between 6 and 7 June 2023

Parliamentary Duties, as per Schedule 1, paragraphs (a), (b), (c ) and (e) of the
Determination. Relating to my role Chair of Senate Environment & Communication
References Committee and as Greens policy portfolio holder for Arts and
Communications.

| was in Sydney as a guest speaker and panelist for a public forum on the future of
media regulation, relevant parliamentary legislation and impact of the Murdoch empire
on the Australian media landscape.

The event was hosted by the Australian media company “Crikey’.

Attached Documentation:

o Offical panelist briefing document for the event.
e Media coverage of the event here:

https://www.crikey.com.au/2023/06/07/malcolm-turnbull-crikey-event-ben-roberts-
smith/
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6. Please advise whether your family members' travel expenses meet the three-part test
in section 6 of the Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017:

a. You were travelling for the dominant purpose of conducting your parliamentary
business; and

b. Your family members were travelling to accompany or join you; and

c. Your family members' travel was for the dominant purpose of facilitating family life.

Yes, my husband's travel meets this test.

From: Assurance

Sent: Wednesday, February 5, 2025 3:43 PM

To: Hanson-Young, Sarah (Private)

Cc: Assurance

Subject: Assurance Review of travel and travel-related resources — Family Reunion Travel

[SEC=OFFICIAL]
OFFICIAL

Dear Senator Hanson-Young

Attached please find correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses
Authority.

Sincerely

Branch Manager (A/g), Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority

One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603

E: assurance@ipea.gov.au

W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed

Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender
and know the content is safe.
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6 February 2023

Senator Sarah Hanson-Young
Senator for South Australia
Level 7, 147 Pirie St

Adelaide SA 5000

¢ ,:v oA
Dear Sendor,

I write to invite you to attend the 37" Annual SCREEN FOREVER being held Wednesday 3" May
2023 - Friday 5" May 2023 at The Star Event Centre, Gold Coast.

SCREEN FOREVER is Australia's premier screen industry event assembling the largest
congregation of national and international screen industry professionals in Australia.

Should you be available, we will provide more detailed information to your office about the running
order of key events and work to confirm the date and time for your attendance. Our preference would
be to plan so as to best enable engagement with the industry at a key social activity

| note below key events within the program:

« Wednesday 3™ May 2023 (from 1:30pm) - The Official Opening session to take place at The
Star Events Centre, commencing at 1.30pm (AEST). Opening Night drinks will take place later
that evening.

« Friday 5" May (from 6:30pm) — SPA Awards Ceremony.
This event will be held at The Star Event Centre commencing at 6.30pm (AEST).
The event celebrates great Australian screen productions honouring the skill, accomplishment
and imagination of SPA member businesses who bring Australian stories to life. All nominees
and Screen Forever registered delegates are invited to attend the Awards.

If you are unable to attend in person but would be agreeable to providing a video message
(maximum 5 mins) we would be most happy to accommodate this. Alternatively, you could provide a
written message for our website. For accessibility reasons, please provide captions if supplying a
video.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Screen Producers Australia

Attachment 2
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Mel Buttle will host the awards at The Star Gold Coast on 5 May. Image: supplied.

[ SHARE

creen Forever 2023: need to know

representatives from the screen industry in Australia and elsewhere gather on the Gold Coast, here's some key information.

1 May 2023 10:29

The 37th iteration of the Screen Forever event will be held in person in May 2023 on Australia's Gold Coast and online for the Global Market segment of the event.
The agenda: to discuss the future of Australian screen stories with representatives from the local and international screen sector, politics and other walks of life.

As per the Screen Forever website:

For 37 years, Screen Forever has developed an unrivalled ability to unite the sector and provide a world class platform to champion the talent, passion
and achievements of the Australian screen industry, providing a vital forum for discussion and debate on the issues and challenges that affect screen
business. Most importantly Screen Forever, through the SPA Connect Marketplace, delivers precious business opportunities which progress, amplify and
strengthen Australian screen stories.

Notable attendees in 2023

* Minister for the Arts,Hon Tony Burke MP

* Erik Thomson (Aftertaste, Black Snow)

* Devon Terrell (Rap Sh*t Cursed)

® Chika lkogwe (Heartbreak High)

* Marta Dusseldorp (A Place to Call Home, Janet King, Jack Irish)
* Mark Coles Smith (Mystery Road: Origin)

Read: Mystery Road: Origin review - Jay Swan is back
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e Premier of Queensland, Annastacia Palaszczuk MP
e Acting CEO of Screen Queensland Dr Belinda Burns
e SPA CEO Matthew Deaner

Read: Matthew Deaner on Screen Forever 2022

Keynote speech

Aaron Fa’Aoso a proud Torres Strait Islander, managing director at Lone Star Production Group, actor, film and television writer, director and independent film and TV

producer will deliver the Hector Crawford Memorial Lecture in person at the event.

Aaron Fa/Aoso, keynote speaker. Image: supplied.

Fa'Aoso was born into the Kheodal and Samu clans of Saibai Island. Having grown up in a large Torres Strait Islander community with a rich tradition of storytelling, he
has gone on to become one of Australia’s screen industry’s most important storytellers and prominent figures of Torres Strait Island descent.

I’'m looking forward to discussing how Torres Strait Islander people continue to be frustrated about the lack of inclusion, visibility, and voices of not
being seen, heard, or considered despite being integral in the economic development of this country across the vast landscapes of the maritime
(Pearling), agricultural (sugarcane). Transport (railway development) and defence force industries.

As ” the other” First Nations people of Australia, Torres Strait Islander people want a more balanced representation across the entire film and television
landscape from content creation, onscreen talent, Heads of department and so on. Until a focussed Torres Strait Islander screen strategy and funding is
established and allocated that is embraced and advocated by the screen industry, screen agencies and broadcasters the status quo will remain.

Aaron Fa'Aoso to give the 2023 Hector Crawford Memorial Lecture

Lifetime Achievement Award

Producers Brian Rosen and Su Armstrong will receive the Lifetime Achievement Award at the 2023 event.
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Su Armstrong. Image:
supplied.

For almost four decades, Armstrong has been one of the global screen industry's most prolific producers, with a career that began by working on Peter Weir's The Last
Wave followed by a raft of Australian films and culminating with Head of Production at Kennedy Miller Mitchell before heading off to the United States. She then
solidified her credentials in Hollywood, working under Walt Disney's Hollywood Pictures, where she oversaw as VP of Production of more than 50 films,

including Crimson Tide, Dangerous Minds, The Santa Clause, Unstrung Heroes, and The Rock.

Brian Rosen. Image: supplied.

Rosen’s career that has seen him work across Australia, the USA and Europe both as an independent producer and as an executive. He was previously CEO of the Film
Finance Corporation of Australia from 2003 until 2008, where he was instrumental in bringing about the 2007 government film incentives of Producer Offset and
merging of the federal film and TV agencies into Screen Australia.

He began producing films in the US in 1991 with the animated film FernGully - The Last Rainforest, distributed worldwide by 20th Century Fox.In 1994 he worked at
Walt Disney Pictures as executive producer on Roald Dahl's James and the Giant Peach, produced by Tim Burton, and from 1996 until 1999, he had a developing and
producing deal with 20th Century Fox Family Entertainment

Sit Down with the Senators

This year features a 'sit down with the senators’ conversation with with Nationals Senator Perin Davey and Australian Greens Senator Sarah Hanson-Young, as they
dissect the impact of the Government's National Cultural Policy on the screen industry.

Karl Quinn of The Age and Sydney Morning Herald will lead the conversation with both senators and focus on the critical role the Senate will play in the Parliamentary
debate and vote on the Government's proposed streaming services regulation that will be legislated later this year.

Read: Australian streaming regulation news welcomed by the screen sector

Awards

The event will conclude with the annual SPA Awards for different categories, including Feature Film Production of the Year, Commissioner of the Year, Lifetime
Achievement Award, Animated Production of the Year, and the Media Super Production Business of the Year Award.

Comedian, writer and presenter Mel Buttle will host the awards at The Star Gold Coast on 5 May.

Screen Forever takes place on 2 May (UK Connect Gold Coast), 3-5 May (Conference + SPA Connect, Gold Coast), and 9-10 May (Global Market Online). Visit Screen
Forever for more information.

Related News

NEW
Trump, the screen industry Screen Australia’s Michael What to expect in the arts Trump announces 100% Screen)
and why the Australian Ebeid explains bold new from Labor’s landslide win tariffs on foreign films $7.6 mi

online s
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(https://lgreens.org.au/search) o

The Greens are calling on the Albanese Government to reiterate
their commitment to legislating local content quotas for video

streaming services.

Responding to the television networks’ opposition to local

content quotas, Greens Spokesperson for Media and
Communications Senator Sarah Hanson-Young said:

“In response to pressure from the broadcast TV networks to

scrap the proposal to introduce local content quotas for online
streaming services, the Albanese Government must reiterate

their commitment to finally introduce this long overdue
legislation.

“l| understand that there is another round of consultations

underway but | urge the government to provide some certainty to
the screen production industry and confirm that legislation is on

its way for these quotas.

“Over the past few years, there has been huge growth in the
online streaming sector, both in services available and the

number of people subscribing to them but regulation is lagging

behind.

“Today we have seen the TV networks oppose this important

reform. While the networks may oppose the introduction of

quotas, ultimately this is a matter for the Parliament to decide.

“With the Coalition opposing strong local content quotas while in
government, it is likely the Greens will be in balance of power

and crucial to passing this reform in the Senate.

“We are calling for streaming giants like Netflix, Disney, Amazon
and Stan to reinvest 20 per cent of their Australian earnings in

local content, with a sub-quota of 20 per cent for children's

television. It is vital that all Australians see themselves and their
communities reflected on their screens, but it is especially so for

children.

“We will not support carve-outs for streamers associated with
free-to-air TV, like Stan or Paramount and we will be pushing for
the inclusion of measures that allow local Australian businesses

to retain significant intellectual property rights and licensing
arrangements.

“While the threat of regulation may have prompted streaming
services to commission local content in the short-term, quotas
are needed to ensure the long-term certainty of the local screen

industry.

We use cookies on this site to enhance your user experience. Find out more

(https://greens.org.au/privacy) about how we use cookies and how you can
avoid trackers online.

[ 0K ] l NO, THANKS
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SPEAKER BRIEFING
DATE Tuesday, 6th June
LOCATION Ace Hotel, 47-53 Wentworth Ave, Sydney, NSW 2000
TIMINGS 5.30/45pm Speaker arrival (briefing & get mic’'d up)

6.00pm Guest arrival

6.30pm Welcome address

6.45pm Panel discussion

7.45pm Closing notes

8.00pm Drinks reception & networking
9.00pm Event end

TOPIC The Murdoch method: how the powerful suppress stories that matter

DESCRIPTION Defamation law in Australia is weaponised by the powerful to suppress the stories they don’t
want you to read. Media companies are forced to routinely, if reluctantly, roll over. In 2022
Crikey stared down legal threats from Lachlan Murdoch, published the legal correspondence,
and invited him to test the issue in court. In the wake of Murdoch’s decision to drop the case,
join former Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, Greens Senator Sarah Hanson Young,
Journalist Alliance CEO Lesley Power and Crikey’s political editor Bernard Keane for a
discussion about balancing free speech against the reputations of the rich and powerful,

defending public interest journalism, and the enduring power of the Murdochs.

PANELLISTS | Pol'itics Editor, Crikey
I CEO. Alliance for Journalists’ Freedom

Malcolm Turnbull 29th Prime Minister of Australia
Senator Sarah Hanson-Young, Manager of Greens Business in the Senate and Greens

spokesperson for Environment, Media, Communication and Arts

MODERATOR |l Editor-in-chief, Crikey

FILMING Please note we are recording the event, by agreeing to be on the panel you agree to be

filmed

contact

PAGE 1
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Get alerts for Crikey's top stories and breaking news
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Nine can ‘hardly complain’ that Ben Roberts-Smith sued:
Turnbull

The former prime minister was speaking at a Crikey event in Sydney last night, which also
canvassed media reform and freedom of speech.

& ANTON NILSSON * JUN 7, 2023 * 3 MIN READ
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(From left to right): Sophie Black, Bernard Keane, Sarah Hanson-Young, Malcolm Turnbull and Lesley Power (Image: Private
Media)

Nine newspapers can “hardly complain” they were sued by disgraced former soldier Ben
Roberts-Smith, says former prime minister Malcolm Turnbull.

He was a panellist at a Crikey event on Tuesday night where the news outlet celebrated
subscribers, readers and supporters who had helped fund its defence against a defamation
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Close
Turnbull took part in media reform,
defamation law and freedom of speech, and said it was somewhat unusual for the plaintiff in a
libel suit to be more well-resourced than the defendants.

“In most cases in defamation, the plaintiff has much less financial resources than the
defendant,” he said. “This case, Lachlan Murdoch v Crikey, is really very unusual — a
multibillionaire suing a small publisher.

Fearless, public interest journalism is now a victim of ‘lawfare’ the world
over

“Typically in defamation, it’s an individual suing a media company which has much greater
resources. News Corp or Fairfax, or the ABC for that matter, are professional defendants ...
They get sued all the time.”

He brought up Roberts-Smith’s suit against Nine newspapers, for alleging the Victoria Cross
recipient was a war criminal, as an exception to the norm: “Ben Roberts-Smith is sort of a
borderline one, because of the support he had from Kerry Stokes.

“But having said that, if you accuse someone of being a murderer, and they believe they’re not
a murderer, you can hardly complain if they sue you for defamation.”

Turnbull shared the stage with Greens Senator Sarah Hanson-Young, Alliance for Journalists’
Freedom chief executive Lesley Power and Crikey’s political editor Bernard Keane. Crikey’s
editor-in-chief, Sophie Black, moderated the discussion.

Keane, who wrote the story Murdoch sued Crikey over and who was one of the defendants,
said Australia’s defamation laws generally had a chilling effect on journalism: “One of the
dampening effects we perhaps don’t talk about as much, with defamation law, is that it really
means that independent journalism is kind of curtailed.

“And it means that only ... larger institutions can actually engage in that sort of journalism.
That means less quality journalism in Australia.”

Turnbull argued that Lachlan Murdoch was “stupid” to sue over what he called a “rhetorical
flourish” by Keane.
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“Honestly, the SUING Vicc purvey w vyrivms virvr v vv sve - v e~ weemennt10N [@WS t0 silence
somebody who was making the same criticism that thousands of others have made. It was
very, very cynical and it completely blew up in his face,” Turnbull said.

Power said she would like to see a greater push for ethics in journalism and a stronger
regulatory system.

“We’re living in an era where the big mastheads, these big well-funded media organisations,
there are fewer and fewer of them,” she said. “The smaller publishers are going to become
more and more crucial to the public’s right to access trusted, accurate information.

“The Alliance for Journalists’ Freedom is advocating for a system of regulation where
journalists as individuals can sign up to a code of ethics ... so when the public sees that
content they know it’s produced by an individual who has personally signed up to the ethics of
responsible journalism.”

Hanson-Young told the crowd of about 120 Crikey subscribers and supporters gathered at
Sydney’s Ace Hotel that she would introduce a bill next week to establish a royal commission
into the media assets controlled by the Murdoch family.

“[The royal commission] needs to shine a light on the enormous amount of power and
influence — unchecked and otherwise — but also it needs to help build that consensus that

something actually has to be done,” she said.

“| think a royal commission would help make sure that there is an expectation that Parliament
and politicians will respond.”

News Corp was contacted for comment.

About the author.





