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Australian Government

Independent Parliamentary
Expenses Authority

REF: IPEA25/1/34 IDOC/282747

1= April 2025

Ms Cassandra Fernando MP
Member for Holt

Shop7, 1060 Thompson Road
CRANBOURNE WEST VIC 3977

Dear Ms Fernando

Assurance Review of travel resources

The Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA) has responsibility under the /ndependent
Parliamentary Expenses Authority Act 2017 to review work resources accessed by parliamentarians.
IPEA’s assurance activities include reviewing the use of work resources for travel to desirable
destinations, family reunion travel, travel adjacent to public or school holidays and unaccompanied
staff travel.

IPEA is undertaking an Assurance Review of travel resources incurred by you for travel to Sydney during
the period 3 to 4 October 2024. Please note IPEA publishes completed Assurance Reviews on the
website v

Division 2 of Part 3 of the Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017 (PBR Act) sets out the principles
parliamentarians are to apply when utilising public resources.

As you would be aware, under the principles-based scheme parliamentarians have an obligation to be
prepared to publicly justify their use of public resources for conducting their parliamentary business
(subsection 25(3) of the PBR Act). Parliamentarians also have an obligation to ensure that expenses
that are incurred, or allowances or other public resources that are claimed, in relation to the conduct
of the member’s parliamentary business provide value for money, taking into account the need to
conduct the member’s parliamentary business (section 27 of the PBR Act).

‘Parliamentary business’ has the meaning given by section 6 of the PBR Act. Activities that fall within
the four duty streams of parliamentary business are set out in the Parliamentary Business Resources
(Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017 (the Determination — Attachment A).
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Section 6 of the PBR Act also states:

However, an activity is nat the parliamentary business of a member if:
(o) the member carries it out for the dominant purpose of either or both of the following:
(i) providing a personal benefit to the member or another person;
(ii) pursuing commercial purposes of the member or another person; or
{b) the activity is determined under subsection (3) for the purposes of this paragraph.

Attachment B contains details of your Commonwealth-funded travel within Australia in the relevant
period and questions for your response to assist with the Assurance review. Where we have asked
about the nature of your parliamentary business, please refer to the Determination and consider the
examples outlined and provide copies of documentation to support your response, such as diary notes,
invitations, or media reporting.

Please provide your response via email tc yy close of business on Wednesday
30 April 2025. if you require additional time 1o proviue a response or if you would like to discuss this
matter, please contact Josephine de Costa on {02} 6215 1364.

Nicole Pearson
of, sparenc  ntegrity and Legal
ndent Parliamentary , enses Authority
_.._ __nl  ra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603
02 6215 3000
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Parliamentary Business Resources

(Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017

[, Mathias Cormann, Minister for Finance, make the following determination.

Dated 14 December 2017

Mathias Cormann
Minister for Finance

Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017

Authorised Version F2017L01691 registered 20/12/2017
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1 Name

This instrument is the Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary
Business) Determination 2017.

2 Commencement
This instrument commences at the same time as the Parliamentary Business

Resources Act 2017.

3 Authority

This instrument is made under section 6 of the Parliamentary Business
Resources Act 2017,

4 Interpretation
(1) In this instrument:

Act means the Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017.

Note: A number of expressions used in this instrument are defined in the definitions
section of the Act, including the following:

(a) constituent;

(b) member;

(c) office holder, and
(d) vice regal function.

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, an activity specified in a Schedule to this

determination is specified whether it takes place within Australia or overseas.

Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017
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S Parliamentary business of members

(1) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(a) of the Act, the parliamentary duties of a
member are the activities specified in Schedule 1 for that member.

(2) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(b) of the Act, the electorate duties of a
member are the activities specified in Schedule 2 for that member.

(3) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(c) of the Act, the party political duties of a
member are the activities specified in Schedule 3 for that member.

(4) For the purposes of paragraph 6(4)(d) of the Act, the official duties of a member
are the activities specified in Schedule 4 for that member.

Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017
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Schedule 1—Parliamentary duties

(Act s 6(4)(a))

Column 1

Column 2

Member (or
class)

Parliamentary duties

All members
who are a
senator or
member of the
House of
Representatives

In the member’s capacity as a member of the Parliament:

a)

b)

©)

d)

g)

h)

Preparing for, participating in and attending to business arising
from proceedings of the Parliament, whether by committee of
the whole or otherwise;
Developing, reviewing or amending legislation or proposed
legislation, and activities engaged in for that purpose;
Undertaking research, communication (including with
stakeholders) or administration connected with the business of
the Parliament, the member’s policy portfolio, or their role as a
member;
Preparing for, participating in, or attending to matters arising
from an official government, parliamentary or vice regal
meeting, event or function;
Preparing for, participating in and attending to matters arising
from a meeting (including with stakeholders), event or function
for the purposes of their role as a member, including in relation
to the member’s policy portfolio;
Preparing for, participating in, or attending to business arising
from a non-Parliamentary committee, taskforce or other formal
group in which the member participates;
Representing the Parliament, in accordance with an approval of
the Parliament or a House of the Parliament, and engaging in
associated activities for that purpose;
Representing a Minister or office holder in their official
capacity, at the request of that Minister or office holder, at a
meeting, event or function;
Representing the Government or Australia, with the approval of
the Prime Minister.
Note: For Ministers representing the Government or
Australia in their capacity as a Minister, this would be part of
the member’s official duties (see Schedule 4).

Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017
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Schedule 2—Electorate duties

(Act s 6(4)(b))

Column 1 Column 2

Member (or Electorate duties

class)

All members In the member’s capacity as their constituent’s elected representative:
who are a a) Facilitating and participating in debate, discussion, a meeting,
senator or event or function, or undertaking research or administrative
member of the functions relating to matters of importance or interest to
House of constituents (including matters that do not relate exclusively to
Representatives constituents, such as matters of national importance);

b) Otherwise communicating with constituents;
c) Representing the views and interests of constituents.

Schedule 3—Party political duties

(Act s 6(4)(c))

Column 1 Column 2

Member (or Party political duties

class)

All members In respect of the political party to which the member belongs,

who are a participating in any of the following in their capacity as an elected
senator or Senator or member of the House of Representatives:

member of the a) a formal meeting of the political party (including a meeting of
House of the party executive, a committee or a subcommittee);
Representatives b) a national, state or territory conference.

Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017
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Schedule 4—Official duties

(Act s 6(4)(d))

Column 1 Column 2

Member (or Official duties

class)

All office In the member’s official capacity (being their capacity as a Minister or
holders and  office holder, as the case may be):

Ministers of a) Exercising the powers or functions, or performing the duties, of the
State member’s office, or activities engaged in for the purposes of doing

$0;

b) Attending an event to which the member has been invited in their
official capacity;

¢) Other activities directly related to, and engaged in for the purposes
of, performing the member’s official role.

Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017

Authorised Version F2017L01691 registered 20/12/2017

5



TViD1440

AEAGT EBAI M AMA J2UIU|

000€ STZ9 Z0 duoydaja) e £09Z LIV 1594104 ‘ANUIAY eLIBqUED BUQD

‘asuodsai 1noA poddns 03 uoieluaWNIOP 0 satldod apinoad aseald

g Juswiydeny

TVIRI440

é1207 1990120 ¥ pue £ usamiaq AsupAs ui ssauisng Azejuaweijied JnoA JO 3injeu 3y} Sem Jeym ‘Y JUSWIYILIY 1B UOIIeUIWIS13Q Yl 03 duLdYdI YyUM 20
¢ 70T 4390190 ¥ pue € uaamiaq A3upAs 01 |9AeJ] JNOA Jo asodund jJueutwop ay) sem leym  ‘TO
€9°7LTS d 87:90 ¥20Z/0T/#0 | YMON Suouapueq Wd SE:¥0 ¥#202/0T/v0 | wodiie auinogjan YVYIWO0D
Y9'TTLS Wd SE:40 ¥202/01/v0 auINOqPRN d 00:€0 ¥202/01/¥0 AsupAs | ejjesisny uigiin - alepiy
TLSES INd ¥T:20 $20Z/01/0 102se N ANV OP:TT ¥202/01/v0 apAy yuoN YVIWO0D
¥8'CT1S Wd 2S:0T ¥2702/01/€0 apAy Nd 00:0T %207/0T/€0 inogJeH 3ullleq YVIONOD
LT6LTS Wd vT:£0 %202/01/€0 inogJey 3ulueq d €T:50 ¥202/01/€0 100se\ HVIWO0D
Y9'TITLS Nd SZ:S0 ¥#20Z/01/€0 AaupAs Nd 00:70 ¥707/0T/€0 BUINOQIRN | eljesIsny WIBIIA — A1y
unowy | awiy [eALY aleq |eAly uonedot jeAlly | awil ainpedaq | aleq ainyedag | uonesol ainuedag asuadx3 Y40M
R e R R R T ERES SR SRS
sasuadxa paje|a.i-janeay p






