OFFICIAL

Assurance Review 2023/006

Parliamentarian travel to, from and within Sydney

during the period 28 September to 5 October 2022

OFFICIAL



OFFICIAL

Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
Parliamentarian travel to, from and within Sydney during the period 28 Sep to 5 Oct 2022

Contents

Executive summary

Audit and Assurance function
IPEA’s statutory audit function

Legislative framework

Assurance Review methodology

Background
Scope of Assurance Review
Method

Assessment of work expenses

Summary of findings

2
OFFICIAL



OFFICIAL

Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority
Parliamentarian travel to, from and within Sydney during the period 28 Sep to 5 Oct 2022

Executive summary

1.

The Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority (IPEA) conducted an Assurance Review of travel by
Parliamentarians to, from and within Sydney during the period 28 September to 5 October 2022. The
Assurance Review forms part of IPEA’s 3 Year Assurance Plan. The purpose of the Assurance Review was to
determine whether the travel expenses used conformed to the legislative provisions.

Assurance Review Findings

2.

The Assurance Review assessed whether the use of parliamentary business resources was for the dominant
purpose of parliamentary business. IPEA identified 12 parliamentarians’ offices as having used parliamentary
business resources during the period in scope. Having regard to the available information, including the
responses provided by parliamentarians, IPEA concluded the use of parliamentary business resources was
not inconsistent with the legislative framework.

Scope and Purpose

3.

The scope of the Assurance Review is travel to, from and within Sydney by Parliamentarians whose travel
was assessed as part of Assurance Review 2022/013. The travel completed by these parliamentarians raised
further assurance questions in relation to the dominant purpose of the travel and the parliamentary business
undertaken.

Engagement with parliamentarians

4.

On 5 April 2023, IPEA wrote to eight parliamentarians in relation to their travel to, from and within Sydney
during the period in scope. Each parliamentarian was asked to confirm the dominant purpose of their travel
to Sydney and provide an explanation of the parliamentary business. IPEA also wrote to four parliamentarians
in relation to their use of COMCAR within Sydney during the period in scope. Each parliamentarian was asked
to explain why they used COMCAR instead of their private plated vehicle or vehicle allowance.

Parliamentarians’ Responses

5.

IPEA received responses from seven parliamentarians on or before the due date. In each case the response
detailed the parliamentary business undertaken by the parliamentarian while in Sydney or an explanation of
the use of COMCAR within the electorate. For two parliamentarians, the response included advice provided
by IPEA prior to travel.

Three parliamentarians sought and were granted an extension to respond and all three provided responses
within the timeframe. In each case the responses detailed the parliamentary business undertaken by the
parliamentarian while in Sydney or an explanation of the use of COMCAR within the electorate.

Two parliamentarians did not respond by the due date and were sent reminder letters on 1 May 2023. One
parliamentarian responded explaining the parliamentary business undertaken in Sydney.

One parliamentarian did not respond to the reminder letter and was sent a final letter with advice that an
invoice would be raised if a response was not received. A response was provided detailing the reasons for
the use of COMCAR within the electorate.
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Audit and Assurance function

IPEA’s statutory audit function

10.

11.

IPEA audits parliamentarians’ work expenses and the travel expenses of their staff under section 12 of the
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority Act 2017 (IPEA Act). Assurance Reviews determine if there
has been a misuse of a parliamentary business resources. IPEA assesses the use of parliamentary business
resources against the legislative framework to determine whether there was misuse.

Potential outcomes of an Assurance Review include:

(a) no further action in circumstances where the review has concluded the use of parliamentary business
resources was not inconsistent with the legislative framework, or

(b) administrative remedial action, including penalty where the review has concluded there is evidence the
use of parliamentary business resources was not consistent with the legislative framework, or

(c) an IPEA initiated Ruling or Audit, where there is evidence of systemic or substantial misuse of
parliamentary business resources, or

(d) referral to the Australian Federal Police where compelling prima facie evidence of fraud or other
criminal conduct is identified.

Legislative framework

12.

13.

14.

The legislation relevant to this Assurance Review is:

(a) Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017 (PBR Act)
(b) Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017 (the PBR Regulations)
(c) Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017

(d) Parliamentary Business Resources (Commonwealth Transport) Determination 2017

The PBR Act and the PBR Regulations establish a framework for providing resources to parliamentarians in
respect of their parliamentary business. Parliamentarians are eligible to claim public resources under the
framework in respect of their parliamentary business.

Section 6 of the PBR Act provides the meaning of parliamentary business:

(1) The parliamentary business of a member means any of the following:

(a) the parliamentary duties of the member, being activities of the member that:
(i) relate directly to the member’s role as a member; and
(i) are determined for the purposes of paragraph (4)(a);
(b) the electorate duties of the member, being activities of the member that:
(i) support or serve the member’s constituents; and
(i) are determined for the purposes of paragraph (4)(b);
(c) the party political duties of the member, being activities determined for the purposes of paragraph

(4)(c);
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(d) for a member who is an office holder or a Minister of State—the official duties of the member, being
activities that:
(i) relate to the member’s role as an office holder or Minister of State; and
(ii) are determined for the purposes of paragraph (4)(d).

Subsection 6(4) of the PBR Act provides the Minister must determine activities of a member that are
parliamentary duties of the member, or electorate duties of the member, or party political duties of the
member, or official duties of the member. The Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business)
Determination 2017 determines the activities which fall within the four duty streams set out in section 6 of
the PBR Act.

Subsection 6(2) of the PBR Act further provides in part:

However, an activity is not the parliamentary business of a member if:

(a) the member carries it out for the dominant purpose of either or both the following:
(i) providing a personal benefit to the member or another person;
(ii) pursuing commercial purposes of the member or another person;...

Section 9 of the PBR Act details expenses that may be incurred in connection with travel as:

(1) For the purposes of this Act, the following are examples of expenses incurred in connection with travel:
(a) the cost of fares;
(b) the cost of taxis and other local transport in connection with travel;
(c) the cost of the provision of charter services;
(d) the cost of accommodation;
(e) the cost of meals;
() the cost of incidentals.

The Parliamentary Business Resources (Commonwealth Transport) Determination provides at section 8:

COMCAR services are to be made available for the purposes of subsection 8(2) of the [PBR] Regulations, in
accordance with this instrument.

There are limits and conditions on member’s use of COMCAR within Australia. Subsection 8(2) of the
Commonwealth Transport Determination provides:

COMCAR is not available for the purposes of subsection 8(2) of the Regulations if the member could
reasonably use the member’s private plated vehicle in the circumstances, assuming the member had a private
plated vehicle.

Note: A member who chooses an allowance instead of a private plated vehicle could reasonably be expected
to use the allowance instead of claiming COMCAR transport costs in circumstances where a private
plated vehicle could otherwise reasonably be used.

The principles based legislative framework imposes a number of obligations on parliamentarians concerning
their use of public resources. In summary, parliamentarians are personally responsible and accountable for
their use of public resources (sections 25 to 28 of the PBR Act refer). Parliamentarians must be prepared to
publicly justify their use of public resources for conducting their parliamentary business and must act ethically
and in good faith in using, and accounting for the use of, those resources. Specifically, a parliamentarian must
not claim public resources unless they are claimed for the dominant purpose of conducting their
parliamentary business.
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In accordance with sections 30 and 31 of the PBR Act, the Commonwealth must pay the travel expenses and
travel allowances as prescribed by the Regulations. Division 1 of Part 2 of the Regulations prescribes travel
expenses and travel allowances for the purposes of travel within Australia for the purposes of sections 30
and 31 of the PBR Act.

Assurance Review methodology

Background

22.

23.

24.

Review of travel by parliamentarians’ forms part of IPEA’s 3 Year Assurance Plan. On 2 December 2022, in
accordance with IPEA’s Statutory Audit Factsheet, IPEA commenced a Preliminary Assessment in relation to
parliamentarian travel to, from and within Sydney during the period 28 September to 4 October 2022 to
attend the NRL Grand Final which was held in Sydney on 2 October 2022.

On 7 December 2022, IPEA’s Data and Reporting provided Audit and Assurance with data on all
parliamentarian travel to, from and within Sydney during the period in scope. The report included travel and
travel-related expenses processed via the Parliamentary Expenses Management System and data provided
by COMCAR.

The Preliminary Assessment found that parliamentary business resources were used by parliamentarians for
travel to, from and within Sydney during the period in scope. The Assurance Review concluded that no further
action was required in relation to the NRL Grand Final. However, IPEA found that travel to, from and within
Sydney by 12 parliamentarians required additional investigation as part of a separate Assurance Review
because their travel pattern raised further assurance questions.

Scope of Assurance Review

25. The scope of this Assurance Review is travel to, from and within Sydney by 12 parliamentarians during the
period 28 September to 4 October 2022.

Method

26. The information confirmed 12 parliamentarians used parliamentary business resources for travel to, from

or within Sydney during the period in scope. Travel expenses incurred include:
(a) domestic air travel
(b) taxis
(c) COMCAR

(d) domestic travel allowance
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Assessment of work expenses

Summary of findings

Analysis

27.

28.

29.

IPEA considered the legislative framework and applied the following questions to the travel to, from or within
Sydney during the period in scope:

(a) What was the dominant purpose of the travel to, from or within Sydney?
(b) What was nature of the Parliamentary Business in Sydney?

(c) What were the reasons for using COMCAR within the electorate instead of a private plated vehicle or
vehicle allowance?

IPEA conducted the Assurance Review making enquiries and by examining and assessing:
(a) information provided by IPEA Data and Reporting
(b) publicly available information
(c) travel bookings and other records contained in the Parliamentary Expenses Management System
(d) personal advice to parliamentarians by IPEA Travel, Education and Advice
(e) responses and additional information provided by parliamentarians.

Individual analysis of the data for travel to, from and within Sydney undertaken by each parliamentarian is
detailed in the following paragraphs.

Senator Alex Antic, Senator for SA

30.

31.

32.

The available information confirmed Senator Antic used parliamentary business resources for travel to
Sydney between 30 September and 2 October 2022. On 5 April 2023 IPEA wrote to Senator Antic seeking
confirmation of the dominant purpose of his travel to Sydney and an explanation of the parliamentary
business undertaken.

On 5 April 2023 Senator Antic advised the dominant purpose of his travel was Parliamentary Business and
provided details of various meetings and functions he attended while in Sydney. Senator Antic advised he
sought travel advice from IPEA on 6 September 2022.

Having considered the available information, including previous advice provided by IPEA and the response
from Senator Antic, IPEA is satisfied the dominant purpose of travel to Sydney between 30 September and
2 October 2022 was parliamentary business. Senator Antic’s use of parliamentary business resources is
consistent with the legislative framework. On 11 April 2023 IPEA wrote to Senator Antic advising the outcome
of the Assurance Review.
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Senator Ralph Babet, Senator for VIC

33.

34,

The available information confirmed Senator Babet used parliamentary business resources for travel to, from
and within Sydney during the period 30 September to 2 October 2022. On 5 April 2023 IPEA wrote to Senator
Babet seeking confirmation of the dominant purpose of his travel to Sydney and an explanation of the
parliamentary business.

On 5 April 2023, Senator Babet responded advising his travel was to attend a conference and noted the travel
was for the purpose of ‘parliamentary duties’. Having considered the information available, including the
response provided by Senator Babet, IPEA is satisfied the dominant purpose of travel to Sydney was
parliamentary business. Senator Babet’s use of parliamentary business resources is consistent with the
legislative framework. On 11 April 2023 IPEA wrote to Senator Babet advising the outcome of the Assurance
Review.

Senator the Hon Matthew Canavan, Senator for QLD

35.

36.

The available information confirms Senator Canavan used parliamentary business resources to travel to, from
and within Sydney during the period 30 September 2022 and 2 October 2022. On 5 April 2023 IPEA wrote to
Senator Canavan seeking confirmation of the dominant purpose of his travel to Sydney and an explanation
of the parliamentary business.

On 5 April 2023, Senator Canavan confirmed the dominant purpose of the travel to Sydney was Parliamentary
Business. In addition to attending and speaking at a conference, Senator Canavan had several meetings with
stakeholders. Having considered the information available, including the response provided by Senator
Canavan, IPEA is satisfied the dominant purpose of the travel to Sydney was parliamentary business. Senator
Canavan’s use of parliamentary business resources is consistent with the legislative framework. On 11 April
2023, IPEA wrote to Senator Canavan advising the outcome of the Assurance Review.

Senator Hollie Hughes, Senator for NSW

37.

38.

The available information confirms Senator Hughes used COMCAR for travel in Sydney on 2 October 2022.
On 5 April 2023 IPEA wrote to Senator Hughes seeking advice on her reasons for using COMCAR in her
electorate. On 18 April 2023, Senator Hughes requested an extension until 26 April 2023 to provide a
response.

On 24 April 2024 Senator Hughes confirmed the use of COMCAR was to travel to an official event representing
the Opposition Leader. Having considered the information available, including the response provided by
Senator Hughes, IPEA is satisfied the dominant purpose of the use of COMCAR in Sydney was parliamentary
business and was not unreasonable in the circumstances. Senator Hughes’ use of parliamentary business
resources is consistent with the legislative framework. On 1 May 2023, IPEA wrote to Senator Hughes advising
the outcome of the Assurance Review.

The Hon Ed Husic MP, Minister for Industry and Science

39.

The available information confirms Minister Husic used COMCAR for travel within Sydney on 29 September
2023. On 5 April 2023 IPEA wrote to Minister Husic seeking advice on reasons for using COMCAR in his
electorate. On 1 May 2023 IPEA sent a reminder letter to Minister Husic seeking a response to the original
correspondence. On 17 May 2023, IPEA again wrote to Minister Husic seeking a response and advising if a
response was not received, an invoice would be raised to recover these expenses. On 18 May 2023 Minister
Husic confirmed the use of COMCAR was due to several commitments relating to his ministerial portfolio
responsibilities. Due to short timeframes between commitments, it was not reasonable to use a private
plated vehicle.
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Having considered the information available, including the response provided by Minister Husic, IPEA is
satisfied the dominant purpose of the use of COMCAR in Sydney was parliamentary business and was not
unreasonable in the circumstances. Minister Husic’s use of parliamentary business resources is consistent
with the legislative framework. On 22 May 2023, IPEA wrote to Minister Husic advising the outcome of the
Assurance Review.

Ms Zoe McKenzie MP, Member for Flinders, VIC

41.

42.

The available information confirms Ms McKenzie used COMCAR for transport in Sydney on 29 and
30 September 2022. On 5 April 2023 IPEA wrote to Ms McKenzie seeking confirmation of the dominant
purpose of her travel to Sydney and an explanation of the parliamentary business.

In response, Ms McKenzie advised she attended meetings in Sydney in relation to her House Standing
Committees. Having considered the available information, including the response provided by Ms McKenzie,
IPEA is satisfied the dominant purpose of Ms McKenzie’s use of COMCAR in Sydney was parliamentary
business was not unreasonable in the circumstances. Ms McKenzie’s use of parliamentary business resources
is consistent with the legislative framework. On 14 April 2023 IPEA wrote to Ms McKenzie advising the
outcome of the Assurance Review.

Mr Ted O’Brien MP, Member for Fairfax

43.

44,

The available information confirms Mr O’Brien travelled to, from and within Sydney between 29 September
and 1 October 2022. On 5 April 2023 IPEA wrote to Mr O’Brien seeking confirmation of the dominant purpose
of his travel to Sydney and an explanation of the parliamentary business. On 1 May 2023 IPEA sent a reminder
letter to Mr O’Brien seeking a response. On 3 May 2023, Mr O’Brien responded advising the travel was for
the dominant purpose of parliamentary business as he held meetings at the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Office in Sydney.

Having considered the available information, including the response provided by Mr O’Brien, IPEA is satisfied
the travel was for the dominant purpose of parliamentary business. Mr O’Brien’s use of parliamentary
business resources is consistent with the legislative framework. On 9 May 2023, IPEA wrote to Mr O’Brien
advising the outcome of the Assurance Review.

The Hon Keith Pitt MP, Member for Hinkler QLD

45.

46.

The available information confirms Mr Pitt travelled to, from and within Sydney between 30 September and
2 October 2022. On 5 April 2023 IPEA wrote to Mr Pitt seeking confirmation of the dominant purpose of his
travel to Sydney and an explanation of the parliamentary business. Mr Pitt responded on 6 April 2023
providing a copy of the personal travel advice received from IPEA on 28 September 2022 in relation to the
proposed travel. Mr Pitt travelled to Sydney to attend a conference which was considered to fall within the
dominant purpose of conducting parliamentary business.

Having considered the available information, including the response provided by Mr Pitt and the previous
advice provided, IPEA is satisfied the travel was for the dominant purpose of parliamentary business. Mr Pitt’s
use of parliamentary business resources is consistent with the legislative framework. On 11 April 2023, IPEA
wrote to Mr Pitt advising the outcome of the Assurance Review.

Senator Malcolm Roberts, Senator for QLD

47.

The available information confirms Senator Roberts travelled to, from and within Sydney between
30 September and 2 October 2022. The available information confirms Senator Roberts also travelled to,
from and within Sydney on 4 and 5 October 2023.
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On 5 April 2023 IPEA wrote to Senator Roberts seeking confirmation of the dominant purpose of his travel to
Sydney on these two occasions and an explanation of the parliamentary business. On 17 April 2023, Senator
Roberts advised his travel between 30 September and 2 October 2022 was to meet with stakeholders
regarding policy coming before the Senate and as an invited speaker at a conference. Senator Roberts advised
his travel to Sydney on 4 and 5 October 2022 was to attend the Equal Pay Bill Public Hearing.

Having considered the available information, including the response provided by Senator Roberts, IPEA is
satisfied the dominant purpose of his travel to Sydney was parliamentary business. Senator Roberts’ use of
parliamentary business resources is consistent with the legislative framework. On 19 April 2023, IPEA wrote
to Senator Roberts advising the outcome of the Assurance Review.

The Hon Matt Thistlethwaite, Assistant Minister for Defence

50.

51.

The available information confirms Assistant Minister Thistlethwaite used COMCAR for travel within Sydney
on 29 September, 1 and 4 October 2022. On 5 April 2023 IPEA wrote to the Assistant Minister requesting the
reasons for his use of COMCAR in Sydney. On 19 April 2023 the Assistant Minister sought an extension to
provide a response as he was seeking advice in relation to the use of COMCAR within the electorate. An
extension was granted to 3 May 2023.

On 3 May 2023, Assistant Minister Thistlethwaite provided a detailed response regarding the use of COMCAR
within Sydney, including to attend functions in his capacity as Assistant Minister for Defence on behalf of the
Minister for Defence Personnel. Having considered the available information, including the response
provided by the Assistant Minister, IPEA is satisfied the use of COMCAR within Sydney to attend events in a
ministerial capacity was for the dominant purpose of parliamentary business and was not unreasonable in
the circumstances. Assistant Minister Thistlethwaite’s use of parliamentary business resources is consistent
with the legislative framework. On 9 May 2023, IPEA wrote to the Assistant Minister advising the outcome
of the Assurance Review.

Senator David Van, Senator for VIC

52.

53.

The available information confirms that on 28 and 29 September 2022, Senator Van travelled to, from and
within Sydney. On 5 April 2023 IPEA wrote to Senator Van seeking confirmation of the dominant purpose of
his travel to Sydney and an explanation of the parliamentary business.

On 18 April 2023, Senator Van advised his travel to Sydney was to attend and address attendees at a
Workshop. Having regard to the available information, including the response provided by Senator Van, IPEA
is satisfied the dominant purpose of travel to Sydney was parliamentary business. Senator Van’s use of
parliamentary business resources is consistent with the legislative framework. On 19 April 2023, IPEA wrote
to Senator Van advising the outcome of the Assurance Review.

Senator Peter Whish-Wilson, Senator for Tasmania

54,

55.

The available information indicates Senator Whish-Wilson travelled to and within Sydney on 29 September
2022.0n 5 April 2023 IPEA wrote to Senator Whish-Wilson seeking confirmation of the dominant purpose of
his travel to Sydney and an explanation of the parliamentary business.

On 19 April 2023 Senator Whish-Wilson advised the response would be provided by 21 April 2023 as he was
seeking information from the travel services provider. On 20 April 2023 Senator Whish-Wilson advised the
dominant purpose of his travel to Sydney was to participate in an interview with The Project regarding shark
nets as part of his portfolio responsibility for Health Oceans for the Australian Greens.
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56. Having regard to the available information, including the response provided by Senator Whish-Wilson, IPEA
is satisfied the dominant purpose of the travel to Sydney was parliamentary business. Senator Whish-
Wilson’s use of parliamentary business resources is consistent with the legislative framework. On 1 May 2023
IPEA wrote to Senator Whish-Wilson advising the outcome of the Assurance Review.

Conclusion

57. IPEA corroborated information and concluded that no travel by any parliamentarians fell outside of the
legislative framework.
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From: Antic, Alex (Senator)

Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2023 3:28 PM

To: Assurance

Cc:

Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Parliamentarian Travel - Sydney - 28 Sep - 5 oct 2022 [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged
Categories: -
Dear Nicole,

Thank you for your letter dated 5 April 2023.
In response to the matters raised therein | note as follows:
1) What was the dominant purpose of your travel to Sydney on 30 September 2019 (presume 2022)?
Parliamentary Business.

2) With reference to the Determination at Attachment A, what was the nature of your parliamentary
business in Sydney from 30 September to 2 October 2022?

a) Friday 30 September 2022 — Parliamentary Duties — Meeting with Menzies Research Centre
representatives in Sydney;
Friday 30 September 2022 — Party Political Duties — Attending a Liberal Party Branch Meeting as an
invited guest in my capacity as a Senator;
Friday 30 September 2022 — Parliamentary Duties — Attending Conservative Political Action Conference
(CPAC) dinner Sydney as an invited guest in my capacity as a Senator;

b) Saturday 1 October 2022 — Parliamentary Duties - Attending CPAC Conference (including dinner) in
Sydney as an invited guest speaker in my capacity as a Senator;

Please note that | sought a Travel Advice Certificate by way of email to IPEA Enquiries on 6 September 2022 and was
advised | was able to claim flights and TA for the event (REF 1715061).

| trust that satisfies your enquiries.
Regards
Alex

Alex Antic
Senator for South Australia

Electorate Office (Adelaide)
398 Main North Road, Blair Athol, SA 5084
Phone (08) 8359 0303

Canberra Office

Suite 24

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600
Phone (02) 6277 3464






From: IPEA Enquiries
To: Antic, Alex (Senator)
Subject: REF 1715061 - Parliamentarian Personal Advice - Travel Advice [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Thursday, 8 September 2022 10:19:22 AM
Attachments: image001.png
image002.qif
image003.jpg

Good morning Senator

Thank you for your email regarding your proposed travel to Sydney.

Situation

You have advised that you have been invited to attend to speak at the “Conservative Political Action
Network” on Friday, 30 September 2022 in your capacity as a Parliamentarian. You propose to fly to
Sydney on Friday, 30 September, stay 2 nights and return on Sunday, 2 October 2022.

You are seeking advice on whether you are able to claim your flights and Travel Allowance for this trip.
Personal Advice

Yes, as your attendance at the event is for the dominant purpose of conducting your parliamentary
business, you are able to claim flights (booked through CTM) and TA for the travel that requires you to
stay away from your home. As you will be engaging with an event that is likely to generate media
coverage, and your travel costs are clearly identified in public expenditure reports, it is important that
you are prepared to publicly justify your use of public resources for this travel.

Obligations

In line with the Parliamentary Business Resources (PBR) Framework, Parliamentarians can only claim
for expenses that are incurred for the dominant purpose of conducting parliamentary business. In all
instances, the travelling Parliamentarian must be able to meet the five obligations provided under the
Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017 which requires that Parliamentarians:

e use public resources for the dominant purpose of parliamentary business

e conduct their parliamentary business in a way that achieves value for money
¢ meet any conditions connected to expenses and allowances they claim

e are prepared to be personally responsible and accountable for their use of public resources in
the conduct of their parliamentary business

e are prepared to publicly justify their use of public resources in conducting their parliamentary
business, and

e act ethically and in good faith in using, and accounting for the use of, public resources in the
conduct of their parliamentary business.

More information on the Principles-Based Framework is available on the IPEA website.
Legislation and background

Parliamentary Business Resources Act 2017, Part 3 Division 2

Parliamentary Business Resources Regulations 2017, Part 2 Division 1

Parliamentary Business Resources (Parliamentary Business) Determination 2017, Schedule 1
If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact enquiries@ipea.gov.au or 02 6215 3000.
Kind regards

Team Leader







































From: Babet, Ralph (Senator Office)

To: Assurance

Cc: Babet, Ralph (Senator)

Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Parliamentarian Travel - Sydney - 28 Sep - 5 Oct 2023 [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Wednesday, 5 April 2023 1:57:16 PM

Attachments: image001.png

Hi,

This was for the Conservative Political Action Conference 2022 CPAC
Parliamentary duties.
Thank you,

Senator Ralph Babet
Senator for Victoria

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2023 1:33 PM
To: Babet, Ralph (Senator Office)_
Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Subject: Assurance Review - Parliamentarian Travel - Sydney - 28 Sep - 5 Oct 2023
[SEC=OFFICIAL]
OFFICIAL
Senator Ralph Babet
Senator for Victoria
Good afternoon Senator
Please find attached correspondence from the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority in
relation to an Assurance Review of Parliamentarian travel to, from and within Sydney during the
period 28 September to 5 October 2022.
Should you wish to discuss this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely

Nicole Pearson

Branch Manager, Transparency, Assurance and Legal
Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority

One Canberra Avenue, FORREST ACT 2603

E: assurance@ipea.gov.au
W: www.ipea.gov.au & www.ipea.gov.au/ed

Classification: OFFICIAL
Classified by: assurance@ipea.gov.au on: 5/04/2023 1:32:34 PM

Be careful with this message
External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the
content is safe.
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From: Hughes, Hollie (Senator)

Sent: Monday, 24 April 2023 3:04 PM

To: Assurance

Subject: FW: Assurance Review - Parliamentarian travel - Sydney - 28 Sep - 5 Oct 2022 [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Attachments: IPEA letter to Senator Hughes 5 April 2023.pdf

Categories: -

Dear Nicole,

| am writing with reference to your attached correspondence of 5 April 2023 requesting a written response to the
guestion listed at Attachment A.

Please see the response below:

| utilised two COMCARs on Sunday 2 October 2022 for a return trip from_ as | was attending
the 32nd Grand Philippine Fiesta Kultura, as the representative for the Opposition Leader, the Hon Peter Dutton MP.
| considered that it was not reasonable to use my private plated vehicle in this circumstance as | was not certain
there would be a parking space available for my vehicle at the venue. The event organisers did not offer to reserve a
parking space for me and, whilst they stated that a parking lot was available for all attendees, there was no certainty
that a parking space would be available at the time of my arrival, potentially causing me to be late for my official
duties.

If you require any further information in relation to this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kind regards,
Hollie Hughes

Liberal Senator for New South Wales

Shadow Assistant Minister for Climate Change and Energy
Ph: (02) 9159 9325 | E:
A: GPO Box 36, Sydney NSW 2001 | W: www.holliehughes.com.au

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2023 1:12 PM
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Sent: Thursday, 6 April 2023 10:39 AM

To: Assurance

Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Parliamentarian Travel - Sydney - 28 Sep - 5 Oct 2023 [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Attachments: IPEA Personal Advice.pdf

Categories: -

Your Ref: IPEA22/2/25 IDOC/222491
Good Morning

As per my telephone conversation with Nicole earlier today | have attached a copy of an email received from-
, Travel, Education and Advice, IPEA in relation to Mr Pitt’s travel over this period.

Please note that Mr Pitt’s travel concluded on Sunday the 2" October and not the 5™ October as you have indicated.
| trust this will be sufficient for your assurance review.

If you do require any additional information please do not hesitate to contact myself direct.

Kind Regards

Bundaberg: 41 Woongarra Street, Bundaberg, QLD 4670 | Ph: 07 4152 0744
Hervey Bay: Shop 3/63 Torquay Road, Pialba, QLD 4655 | Ph: 07 4124 3451
Canberra: PO Box 6022, House of Representatives, Parliament House, Canberra, ACT 2600 |02 6277 4243
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The information contained in this email is intended for the addressee. It may contain privileged and confidential information. If the message has been received in error please notify the
sender and delete this message. The unauthorised use, disclosure, copying or alteration of this email is strictly prohibited. Please ensure you carry out your own virus checks before
opening any attachments contained within this email as, although checked internally before distribution, the sender cannot accept responsibility for any damage caused by any software
viruses contained in this message or attachments.

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2023 1:36 PM

ro:pe, ket (vi)
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From: Roberts, Malcolm

Sent: Monday, 17 April 2023 9:13 AM

To: Assurance

Cc: _ (Sen M. Roberts)

Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Parliamentarian Travel - Sydney - 28 Sep - 5 Oct 2023 [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Categories: -

Travel to Sydney — 30 Sept 2022

30-Sept Brisbane to Sydney Meet up with stakeholders regarding policy coming before the Senate
01-Oct CPAC Invited speaker at CPAC Conference | Speak with QLD constituents that attended event
02-Oct Sydney to Brisbane Fly back to Brisbane

Determination: Electorate Duties outside Queensland

Note: Submitted as Parliamentary Duties

Travel to Sydney — 4 Oct 2022

04-Oct Brisbane to Sydney Fly to Sydney to attend Public Hearing the next day
05-Oct Public Hearing Equal Pay Bill Public Hearing | The Grace Hotel, York Street, Sydney
05-Oct Sydney to Brisbane Fly back to Brisbane

Determination: Parliamentary Duties
Sincerely

Senator Malcolm Roberts

Senator for Queensland
This email address is private

Level 36, Waterfront Place

1 Eagle Street, Brisbane QLD 4000
T:07 32219099

Canberra Office

T:02 6277 3694

From: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2023 2:02 PM

To: Roberts, Malcolm (Senator)_

Cc: Assurance <Assurance@ipea.gov.au>

Subject: Assurance Review - Parliamentarian Travel - Sydney - 28 Sep - 5 Oct 2023 [SEC=0FFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
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From:

Sent: Wednesday, 3 May 2023 12:38 PM

To: Assurance

Cc: Thistlethwaite, Matt (MP)

Subject: RE: Assurance Review - Parliamentarian Travel - Sydney - 28 Sep - 5 Oct 2023 [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Attachments: DEFGLIS - DOCUMENT - VIP Invitation MKeogh.pdf; Run sheet - for VIPs.pdf; IPEA letter to the

Hon Matt Thistlethwaite - 5 April 2023.pdf

Categories: -

Good afternoon,

| am writing in response to the assurance review of travel and travel-related expenses Ref: IPEA22/2/25
IDOC/222493.

| am able to provide the following advice regarding the COMCAR trips identified in Attachment A.

Assistant Minister Thistlethwaite was attending the Defence LGBTI Information Service (DEFGLIS) 2022 pride ball in
his capacity as the Assistant Minister for Defence on behalf of the Minister for Defence Personnel. This was a black-
tie dinner event and the Assistant Minister was delivering a speech on behalf of the Government.

This event was held at the Crown Sydney, Pearl Ballroom — 1 Barangaroo Avenue, Sydney on Saturday 1% October
2022. No public parking is available at the Crown Sydney https://www.crownsydney.com.au/general/getting-
here#fpublic-parking

If parking the member would have had to travel by foot from the venue back to a car park late at night. The closest
public car park is at least ten minutes away by foot.

Given his attendance in a ministerial capacity, there were heightened security implications. This was compounded
further by the nature of the event itself (Defence LGBTIQ+ recognition) which had been the subject of controversy in
the Defence portfolio under the previous Government, and had attracted polarising views from across the
community, some very heated and extreme. This was a publicly promoted event and attendance of a high profile
member of the Executive was communicated by the organisers to raise interest in the event.

Therefore, it was not reasonable for the member to use his private plated vehicle due to a lack of appropriate
parking at the venue; alternative parking arrangements were unsuitable for practical and security reasons.

| have attached the following documents to this email:

1. The original invitation sent to the Minister for Defence Personnel
2. The VIP run sheet confirming the Assistant Ministers attendance.

Thank you for this opportunity to participate in IPEAs assurance review of travel expenses. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if | can provide any further information regarding this matter.

Kind regards,

!"ICG o' t!e Hon Matt Thistlethwaite MP







RUN SHEET

Military Pride Ball
Saturday 1 Oct 2022
Pearl Ballroom

Crown Sydney

1730 - VIP Function - VIPs arrive - met by ||| || |} dJEEEE 2nd directed to VIP function

1815 - VIPs move to main ballroom

1830 - All seated - MC Opening Remarks

1835 - Welcome to Country - | N NG

1845 - President Address - ||} ENNEEEGEGEGEGE

1850 - Video welcome ||l
1850 - Entrees served
1850 - Band Act 1

1900 - Spirits available for purchase at Spirit bar in Ballroom Foyer
1905 - Address - Hon Matt Thistlethwaite MP

1915 - Pride Awards

Award

Presented by

Excellence in Inclusion Award

Excellence in Innovation Award

Excellence in Wellbeing Award

Presidents Award fir Excellence

1935 -
1950 - Mains served

2035 -
2050 - Dessert / tea / coffee
2115 - MC concludes formalities
2115 - Band 2

2230 - Last Drinks

2300 - Service will conclude
2330 - Exit all personnel




Hon Matt Keogh MP
PO BOX 465
Kelmscott WA 6991

Dear Minister,
INVITATION TO ATTEND THE DEFGLIS MILITARY PRIDE BALL 2022

The Defence LGBTI Information Service (DEFGLIS) is celebrating its annual Military Pride Ball in October 2022. The pride
ball provides an opportunity for the Defence LGBTI community and their allies to reflect on their important and enduring
contribution to Defence capability and to celebrate the strength and diversity of all Defence people.

To help us mark this momentous occasion, | extend an invitation to you and your partner to join over three hundred
service members, veterans, friends and families in a celebration of diversity and resilience at this year's Military Pride Ball.
The evening is a wonderful gathering of our diverse community celebrating our collective achievements.

Proudly sponsored by PwC Australia, DEFGLIS has showcased the strength of Defence’s diverse sex, sexuality and gender
community at our Military Pride Ball since 2015. We are proud to celebrate the community’s contribution to Defence
capability and highlight the important role that inclusion plays in supporting our people. The DEFGLIS association
champions the idea that Defence’s ability to fight and win in all domains relies on harnessing the diverse perspectives and
contributions of all our people through inclusion.

The visible presence of Defence senior leadership on this occasion demonstrates Defence’s commitment to inclusion and
recognises the contribution of the workforce who have diverse sexual orientation and gender identity. It also importantly
provides the rare opportunity for face-to-face engagement with Defence senior leadership.

The event details are as follows:
Venue: Crown Sydney, Pearl Ballroom — 1 Barangaroo Avenue, Sydney NSW 2000
Date: Saturday 1st October 2022
Timing: 1730h for a pre-dinner function followed by dinner
Dress: Black Tie/evening dress

Could you please confirm if you are able to attend by responding to this email at events@defglis.com.au. Further details to
assist in your attendance will be provided in due course. If you wish to be involved in awarding presentations or
addressing the Ball, please let us know. As for payment, an invoice may be raised for you; alternatively, you will be notified
when the online ticketing is open.

For more information on enhancing inclusion, building community and creating capability and how DEFGLIS supports,
strengthens and educates the Australian Defence Force through celebrating gender and sexuality diversity, visit
www.defglis.com.au or email admin@defglis.com.au.

I look forward to seeing you in October.

Yours sincerely,

President — DEFGLIS Defence LGBTI Information Service

i

16 Sep 2022
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If this speaking invitation is of interest,_ (cc’d on this email) and | would be happy to provide
further details on the upcoming Young Pacific Leaders Civic Leadership Workshop and agenda. Please do not
hesitate to reach out with any questions.

Thank you for your time, and we hope to connect with you or someone on your team soon about this opportunity.

All the best,

Senior Program Development Officer _)

Program Development | Cultural Vistas

Washington, DC USA

Cultural Vistas is developing the next generation of global leaders. Learn more at culturalvistas.org.
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From:

To:
Subject: FW: Details for The Project interview
Date: Friday, 14 April 2023 9:43:33 AM

From: (Sen P. Whish-Wilson)

Sent: Tuesday, 27 September 2022 4:15 PM
To: Whish-Wilson, Peter (Private)
Cc:
Subject: Details for The Project interview

Hey Pete,

As mentioned, The Project are keen to interview and film on Thursday morning 9:45am, meeting at the Bondi

Pavilion.

There is a surfboard and wetsuit hire place that opens at 9am, 5 min walk north of the Bondi Pavilion. Details

are below.

Let’s Go Surfing (board and wetsuit hire) Opens 9am
128 Ramsgate Ave, North Bondi NSW 2026
+61293651800

The surf looks messy and the weather isn’t great — but in a La Nina | don't think it's worth holding out for
anything else. The team may just get you walking the beach with a board or some such. The main game is the

interview on shark nets.

I'll provide more info when 1 speak to [Jij (videographer) later.

Cheers,








